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Corps of Engineers to conduct EIS on disposal of dredge material for AIWW

SAVANNAH, Ga. — Officials with the Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced today their intent
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to analyze the impacts of implementing a 20-year Dredged
Materials Management Plan (DMMP) for the portion of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway (AIWW) between Port
Royal Sound, S.C., and the Georgia-Florida state line.

The Savannah District has responsibility to maintain this 161-mile section of the AIWW to an authorized depth of 12
feet at mean low water. Dredging records for 1942-2011 show that, of the 36 defined reaches in this portion of the
AIWW, 16 have a natural 12-foot or greater depth. These reaches required no dredging since the waterway was
constructed in the 1940s. The other 20 reaches require periodic maintenance dredging. The southernmost reach of
the AIWW in Georgia is maintained by the U.S. Navy for the Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base and will not be
analyzed in this EIS.

The EIS will examine impacts on natural and cultural environments in the vicinity surrounding dredging and disposal
sites for the dredged material. Some methods of disposal may not be selected. Construction of disposal sites and
dredging depend on funding by Congress.

In the past, sediments dredged from the waterway were disposed of in a variety of ways, including open-water
disposal, disposal into existing confined saltmarsh sites, and disposal into unconfined saltmarsh sites. State resource
agencies have requested that the Corps discontinue disposal of fine-grained sediments (silt) into unconfined
saltmarsh sites. The proposed new DMMP offers options for disposal of dredged sediments for each of the AIWW
reaches. The Corps identified the following disposal alternatives for the reaches needing maintenance dredging:

Use existing upland Dredged Material Containment Areas (DMCA).

Use existing Ocean Dredged Material Disposal Sites (ODMDS).

Use existing open water disposal areas for sandy sediments.

Construct new upland DMCAs.

Establish new ODMDSs.

Construct confining structures on existing impacted marsh disposal sites to create new DMCAs.

Continue disposal into unconfined saltmarsh sites for a small number of reaches that are dredged infrequently
and where this would be less environmentally damaging than creating new confined DMCAs.

The public will have multiple opportunities to participate in the EIS process. The first opportunity begins with the
public scoping process. The Corps invites tribal, federal, state and local agencies and the public to participate in the
scoping process for the EIS by submitting comments. The scoping process will help identify additional possible
alternatives, potential environmental impacts, and key issues of concern to be analyzed in the EIS.

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS — SAVANNAH DISTRICT
P.O. BOX 889, SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31402-0889
WWW.SAS.USACE.ARMY.MIL


mailto:billy.e.birdwell@usace.army.mil�
http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/�
http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/op/aiwwfactp.pdf�

View the complete Notice of Intent on the Corps website at: http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/reports.html

Questions or written comments about the proposed action and EIS should be provided by 4 p.m., May 21, 2012.
Submit comments to Charles W. Seyle, US Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, ATTN: PD, Post Office Box
889, Savannah, GA 31402; by phone at 912-652-6017; or e-mail: CESAS-PD.SAS@usace.army.mil.
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Savannah District manages three lakes and hydroelectric dams along the
Savannah River. It also oversees a multi-billion dollar military construction program at 11 Army and Air Force
installations in Georgia and North Carolina. Corps’ projects range from barracks, hospitals and clinics to
maintenance facilities, headquarters buildings and aircraft hangars. The Savannah District also has oversight and

maintains additional civil works projects — from the Savannah and Brunswick harbors to the Atlantic Intracoastal
Waterway.
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