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From where I sit
Viewpoint

I’m extremely proud of the report we released on proposals to deepen 
the Savannah Harbor—the fastest growing, fourth largest port by 
container volume in the nation and the second largest on the East Coast. 

The draft General Re-evaluation Report and Environmental Impact 
Statement lay out a proposal to deepen the Savannah Harbor from its 
current depth of 42 feet up to a maximum depth of 48 feet.  In our report, 
we’ve identified the tentatively selected 47-foot “National Economic 
Development” Plan and also indicated a “Maximum Authorized Depth” 
Plan of 48 feet. The harbor’s current 42-foot depth limits efficiencies and 
increases transportation costs.

This extensive study presents information on the in-depth analysis of 
engineering alternatives, environmental impacts and associated mitigation, 
and economic costs and benefits of deepening the harbor to various depths, 
including not deepening at all. 

I understand many people in the local community—and beyond—
have an interest in the harbor and the impacts of its expansion. FROM 
WHERE THEY SIT, the viewpoints of businessmen, federal, local and state 
government officials, natural resources specialists, environmentalists, and 
others may agree with the study or be in opposition.  

FROM WHERE I SIT, our job is to work with these individuals and the public to explain the great magnitude 
and complexity of this project and address their questions and concerns.  My responsibility is to assist the Savannah 
District and the project delivery team in providing the engineering and science to clarify the findings in the report.

The public workshop held on Dec. 15 (see pages 14-15) provided an opportunity for an open and transparent 
exchange on the issues so we’re glad there was a tremendous turn-out. It was a chance for our engineers, project 
managers, biologists, environmental specialists, and economists who helped formulate the report, to explain—FROM 
WHERE THEY SIT— their analysis and how we reached our decisions. 

Throughout the years of the study, we employed an open and transparent process to provide information to the public. 
And FROM WHERE I SIT, the public participation and government transparency is at its very best.  

We will continue to update the public concerning the report online at www.sas.usace.army.mil. 

By Col. Jeffrey M. Hall, District Commander

Public participation and government transparency at its best!

Col. Jeffrey M. Hall

William Bailey (right), Chief of Planning Division, 
explains environmental aspects of the Savannah 
Harbor Expansion Project during a public 
workshop Dec. 15. Read more about the workshop 
on pages 14-15. Photo by George Jumara.


