Viewpoint

From where |l sit

Meet Peggy O'Bryan, New Chief of Operations, Savannah District

"ve only been “sitting” in my position for a month

but already know what a great honor it is to serve

the Operations Division of the Savannah district. It’s

particularly fitting that I was invited by The Castle staff to
write for this issue dedicated to “America’s Great Outdoors.”
It's a subject I'm passionate about and where I began my
service with the Corps.

Throughout my career, I have always had “the best job in
the Corps of Engineers” and my new position in Savannah as
Chief of Operations Division is the BEST of the BEST! Over the
past 30 years, I have heard about the three lakes in Savannah
district and the tremendous recreation opportunities they
provide. These lakes are truly the benchmark for GREAT, and
the challenges and issues created by supporting more than 17
million visitors have shaped Corps policy for the nation. When
I finally laid eyes on these magnificent projects, I was amazed
by the expansive views, the enormous power production
capabilities and the incredible recreation facilities—packed
with people. Our lakes are about making “lasting memories,”
fun-filled activities shared with friends and families. I raised
my own daughter, Katie, boating and camping at Corps lakes. I
am proud that she has chosen to serve our nation and is now a
Lance Corporal in the Marine Corps.

I am especially proud of the Operations Team; they are
the stewards of the lands and waters, ensuring that all project
purposes are balanced in the quality services they provide.
They deliver mission success every day and that means
taking care of our visitors and working collaboratively with
our partners and stakeholders. I am amazed by the talent,
dedication and professionalism of the employees.

My early years of Corps’ service were in the natural
resources field and included duties as a park ranger, park
manager and outdoor recreation planner in Rock Island,
Kansas City and Omaha districts. I went on to serve in
the Missouri River division working regional recreation,
environmental compliance, tribal, cultural and natural
resources issues. I also served as Chief of Natural Resources
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in Omaha district and the Russellville Project Operations
Manager for the Little Rock district. Before coming to the
Savannah district, I was the Chief of Operations, Readiness
and Regulatory division in the St. Louis district for eight years.

These positions enabled me to truly appreciate how
important it is that we preserve healthy and sustainable lands
and waters while providing safe and accessible recreation
opportunities for visitors to enjoy.

As a native of Iowa, I grew up in the “the Great Outdoors”
in a farming community and went on to receive a Bachelor of
Science degree in Parks and Recreation from the University
of Iowa. Natural resources and water based recreation have
always been part of my life.

I'look forward to leading the great OPS team here in
Savannah in all its mission areas— navigation, flood risk
management, water supply, hydropower, recreation and
environmental stewardship.

Whether I'm here in Savannah, at the projects on the Upper
Savannah River, or on the district’s navigable waters, it's a
great view of people and places—from where I sit. £l

Sandy Campbell, chief ranger at the Hartwell Dam and Lake Project,
was a special guest on Savannah’s WTOC-TV Mid-Morning Live talk
show, June 14. She spoke to thousands of Savannah viewers about
wearing life jackets and avoiding alcohol while on the water. The video

clip is available online at www.youtube.com/savannahcorps. The
interview is one example of how our rangers work every day to promote
water safety education in their communities and save lives. Learn more
about water safety on page 10.
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