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Savannah District News

Corps partners with 
Savannah State University

Savannah State University President Dr. Earl G. Yarbrough, Sr. (left) and 
Col. Ed Kertis, Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Savannah District 
(right), sign a partnership agreement between their respective agencies 
Feb. 19 at SSU Hill Hall. The ceremony formally recognized and renewed an 
existing partnership between the organizations that began in 1990.

Under the partnership, SSU and the Corps jointly developed short-term 
courses for in-service engineers and technicians. The Corps will provide 
summer employment for qualified SSU students, assist the engineering 
department faculty, help develop engineering curricula and assist in 
recruitment and job placement opportunities in the organization. In 
return, the partnership will enhance the diverse workforce of engineers, 
scientists and technicians sought by the Corps of Engineers. USACE photo 
by George Jumara.

top it out!
FoRSCoM/USARC tree 
topping ceremony

Construction workers watch from five stories below as the last 
beam of structural steel is placed on the future Army Forces 
Command and Reserve Command headquarters at Fort Bragg, 
N.C. As part of a traditional “tree topping” ceremony, the 
beam was decorated with an American flag and a small tree, 
symbolizing reverence for Mother Nature.  The Dec. 3 tree 
topping ceremony occurred almost exactly a year after the 
Corps first broke ground on the project on December 8, 2008. 
The FORSCOM/USARC HQ is scheduled for completion in fall 
2011. USACE photo by Billy Birdwell

Savannah District team members and SSU graduates Ellie Covington 
(left) and Mary Richards meet Dr. Earl G. Yarbrough, Sr., Savannah State 
University President. USACE photo by George Jumara.


