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Chapel attracts Soldiers and  
families to worship and education
Architectural features of Chapel will incorporate history of 
82nd Airborne Division

Artistic rendering of the 82nd Airborne Division Memorial Chapel.

The contemporary design of the new chapel at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., was developed with today’s soldier 
in mind. Slated for completion by the Savannah 

district in December 2011, the chapel will serve as a 
permanent facility for religious worship, education, and 
counseling in support of soldiers and their families living 
in the Fort Bragg community.

“The modern style of the new 82nd Division Chapel 
has links to the past as well,” said Helane Church, project 
manager. “The intent is to draw in soldiers of all ages 
and faiths and their families to a religious and meditative 
atmosphere that will support everyone.”

One of the most distinguishing features of the chapel 
will be the seven historical stained glass windows, which 
will be relocated from the 82nd Airborne Memorial 
Chapel and incorporated into the new facility.

“The windows display scenes from military 
operations in which the 82nd troops have participated 
throughout the years,” said Lt. Col. Jeff Watters, 82nd 
Airborne Division chaplain. “It memorializes all the 

soldiers who gave their lives in defense of freedom 
during those combat operations.”

The chapel will be a focal point of the area and will 
be adjacent to the 82nd Airborne Museum and the future 
82nd Hall of Heroes.

With a seating capacity of 629, the new chapel will 
be twice as large as the old chapel, which dates back to 
1971, and only seats 300.

“In previous years, the chapel was more troop-centric, 
where soldiers would march together to service and then 
march out, but now 60 percent of soldiers in the Army 
are married,” said Watters. “The new chapel is designed 
with the family in mind.”

At 22,600 square-feet, the complex will include a 
worship and activity center, expansion area, gathering 
area, lobby, clergy and staff offices, baptistery and 
sacristy suites, meditation and reconciliation room, 
kitchen, choir room, nursery, and vestibules. 
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