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The Corps 
communicates 
with stakeholders 

of the Savannah River 
Basin to keep them 
informed on water 
issues. This August, 
District Commander 
Col. Ed Kertis met with 
the Lincoln County 
Historical Society to 
discuss the Corps’ 
mission and water 
management strategies. 
Afterward, the Corps 
team joined residents 
and stakeholders of 
Thurmond Lake for 
a community picnic. 
The event celebrated 
improved lake levels 
in the spring, due to 
increased rainfall and 
the Corps’ management 
of the reservoir.

“The lake is an 
integral part of our county, providing us with drinking 
water, tourist dollars, real estate development, and 
wildlife habitats,” Nelson Brooks, historical society 
member, told the Lincoln Journal. “With lake levels up 
this year, we’ve definitely seen an increase in tourism 
and traffic on the lake. We believe it is fitting that we set 
aside a day to thank God for the rain and the Corps for 
doing what it did to keep... water upstream.” 

Various stakeholders and civic groups attended 
the picnic, including the Lincoln County Board of 
Commissioners, who presented a proclamation to Col. 
Ed Kertis and the Corps’ team for their management of 
the reservoir. Additionally, children from YMCA Camp 
Lakeside presented Kertis and the district team with 
thank you notes and a wood-carved plaque to Corps’ 
hydrologist, Stan Simpson. 

The Savannah District is responsible for managing 
water resources of the entire Savannah River Basin, 
including the J. Strom Thurmond dam and lake, which 
borders McCormick County, S.C., and Lincoln County, Ga.

The Thurmond reservoir has multiple purposes 
throughout the basin, including flood damage reduction, 
hydropower generation, residential and commercial 
water supply, water quality for environmental 
stewardship and recreation. 
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Col. Ed Kertis, Commander of the Savannah District (right), receives thank you notes from campers from the 
YMCA Camp Lakeside. Stan Simpson (middle), Savannah District water manager, was also honored during the 
event.  Photo by Billy Birdwell


