
From Where I Sit

Creak, creak. Long and slow. Creak, creak was 
the sound from my new leather Bostonians 
as I strode purposefully across the terrazzo 
cafeteria floor. Wearing my black suit and 

standing 6 foot 7 inches tall, I hovered above the array 
of desks in the middle school. Up and down each row, 
pausing only to cast a concerned look across the room 
of hushed pre-teens. I thought it was important to 
portray myself as the impervious test proctor during 
my first volunteer assignment of the National Society 
of Professional Engineers Math Counts Competition in 
Fayetteville, N.C.  

Since that time, I’ve relaxed a little–perhaps a 
lot–and volunteered on numerous occasions for 
professional and civic activities to encourage children 
and adults to become involved in engineering and 
science. Most recently–without my black suit and 
new shoes–I was a member of the Corps team led by 
Nadeem Raza that traveled to Hunter Army Airfield 
to speak with students from H.V. Jenkins High School 
about the importance of engineering, particularly the 
design of the heating, cooling, and plumbing systems 
in our facilities. Although the presentation by our 
team was brief, I’m hoping it had a positive impact on 
the teens. Our goal was to help these young people 
understand various roles engineers have during the 
design and construction process; how the Corps fits 
into Army civilian and military life; and how engineers 
help to improve their lives.

Since my first experience as test 
proctor, I’ve learned that it doesn’t 
have to be all seriousness. It can be 
easy and fun if I focus on activities 
that come naturally and align 
volunteer opportunities 
with what I do regularly. 
For instance, I’ve tutored 
children at various grade 
levels; given presentations 
on what I do for the Corps, 
including talks to my 
children’s classes about 
overseas assignments; 
and joined professional 
organizations related to 
my field that also support 
volunteering.  These 
activities worked for me, 
and hopefully they will 
get you motivated too.  
Remember by sharing 
our experiences, we 
are giving the most 
precious gifts–time and 
enthusiasm. 

By Jim Gatling,  
Engineering Division
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From Where I Sit
The Rewards of Volunteering

Kicking off the Combined Federal Campaign 

Col. Ed Kertis, Commander 
of the Savannah District, 
and Savannah Coast Guard 
Marine Safety Unit Cmdr. 
Lonnie Harrison, kickoff 
the 2009 Combined Federal 
Campaign Sept. 21 by 
signing their pledge cards. 
Don Drake, chairman of the 
Local Federal Coordinating 
Committee and district key 
workers were also present. 
The campaign will run until 
Dec. 15 with a contribution 
goal of $42,000. Photo by 
DreamWeaver Photography.
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