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Corps releases new water safety PSAs for Independence Day weekend 

 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Savannah District announces the release of three audio/video 
public service announcements, or PSAs, highlighting water safety tips in advance of the upcoming holiday weekend. Print media 
are also encouraged to promote water safety awareness. (See downloadable photo and extended cutline below). 
 
“The Fourth of July weekend is the busiest time of the year for boating and swimming at our three dam and lake projects,” said 
Col. Jeff Hall, Corps’ Savannah district commander. “Families and friends come together on this holiday weekend to celebrate 
our nation’s freedom and reflect on the personal sacrifices and selfless service of our men and women in arms—both past and 
present. Gathering at the lake to enjoy America’s great outdoors is a gratifying way to celebrate this special time, but safety 
should ALWAYS be at the forefront of our minds while recreating at the lake.” 
 
The PSAs feature Corps water safety expert Sandy Campbell, who serves as the chief ranger at the Hartwell Dam and Lake 
Project on the upper Savannah River. Each PSA highlights a different water safety tip including:  
 
1) Always wear your lifejacket while in, on, or around the water (Video file,  RT :14  - Audio file,  RT :18) 
2) Always connect to the killswitch when operating a watercraft (Video file, RT :11 – Audio file, RT :15) 
3) Don’t drink alcohol while operating a watercraft (Video file, RT :13 -  Audio file,  RT :13). 
 
The video PSAs are in .mov format and the audio files are .mp3.  They are raw and can be branded with your station 
identification. Download the files from our ftp site at: ftp://ftp.usace.army.mil/pub/sas/VIDEOS. Look in the folder titled WATER 
SAFETY PSAs for the appropriate files. 
 
For questions on video and audio files, contact Savannah district’s broadcast journalist, Sandra Hudson at 912-652-5760 or 
Sandra.D.Hudson@usace.army.mil  
 
Other water safety tips to remember this weekend and throughout the summer: 
 

• Take a boating safety course. Operator errors account for 70 percent of boating accidents according to the U.S. Coast 
Guard.  

• Understand and obey boating safety recommendations and navigational rules. 
• File a float plan with friends or relatives letting them know where you plan to go and when you will be back. That way, if 

you don’t return when expected, authorities can be notified on your potential whereabouts. 
• Never swim alone.  
• Never dive head first into a lake or river. 

 
Learn more about life jackets at www.safeboatingcampaign.com  

 
NOTE TO PRINT MEDIA: SEE NEXT PAGE FOR DOWNLOADABLE PHOTO AND EXTENDED CUTLINE 

 
-MORE- 

VIDEO NEWS RELEASE 

mailto:Tracy.K.Robillard@usace.army.mil�
mailto:Sandra.D.Hudson@usace.army.mil�
http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/�
ftp://ftp.usace.army.mil/pub/sas/VIDEOS�
mailto:Sandra.D.Hudson@usace.army.mil�
http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/�


U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS – SAVANNAH DISTRICT 
P.O. BOX 889, SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31402-0889 

WWW.SAS.USACE.ARMY.MIL 

PHOTO AND EXTENDED CUTLINE 

Corps of Engineers Park Ranger Sandy Campbell, chief ranger 
at Hartwell Lake, demonstrates the slogan "Reach, Throw, 
Row, Don't Go.” This slogan is an easy way to remember the 
order of rescue methods when someone is in trouble in the 
water. 

REACH – If someone falls into the water, the first thing you 
should do is try to reach for them. If you can’t reach them with 
your arms, use other items like a boat paddle, a pole, a towel, or 
a noodle-toy.  

 
THROW – If the person is too far away for you to reach, throw a 
floatation device to them. This can be a life ring or life jacket, but 
you could also use a basketball or an inflatable swim toy if a life 
ring is not available to you. Scan your area for items such as an 
empty milk jug, cooler, or ring buoys that can be thrown to 
someone in the water.  

 
ROW – Use the oars to bring the boat close enough to reach or throw. It's not safe to go near a swimmer with the boat motor running.  

 
DON’T GO – Don’t go into the water to try and save someone, because chances are that both people will drown. Without expert training and 
experience in lifesaving techniques, you could put yourself in danger along with the person you are trying to help. Instead call for help from 
park rangers or law enforcement. 
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