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                        Media Advisory            
Corps and Tybee Sign Agreement to Study Impacts of Navigation Channel 

Advisory No:  07-01
                           Date:  January 9 , 2007
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SAVANNAH, GA. --   Col. Mark Held, commander, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers-Savannah District, and the Honorable Jason Buelterman, mayor, City of Tybee Island, will sign a Feasibility Cost Share Agreement (FCSA) to investigate the impacts of the operation and maintenance of the Savannah Harbor Navigation Channel to the shoreline of Tybee Island.  The signing ceremony will be held Thursday, Jan. 11, 2007 at 7 p.m. at Tybee City Hall on Butler Avenue during the regular city council meeting.
The signing of the FCSA commits the Federal Government and the City of Tybee Island to cost share, 50 percent Federal and 50 percent non-Federal, the study.  The first phase of the Congressionally-authorized Feasibility Study, funded in 2006, will employ a blend of historical information and numerical modeling to determine the long term impacts from the operation and maintenance of the navigation channel.  Previous studies determined there have been negative impacts on Tybee Island, but the exact level of impacts has not been determined.
The focus of this study will be to prepare an estimate of the impact in terms of the number of cubic yards per year.  The first phase of the study is estimated to cost approximately $411,700 and expected to take seven months to complete.  The second phase of the study will investigate the best means to mitigate for those impacts.  Tybee Island Mayor Buelterman said he was “grateful to the Georgia Ports Authority for their involvement with funding the local portion of the cost of the study”.  

The study is needed to be in full compliance with the Federal Coast Zone Management requirements.  The study will involve the efforts of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, City of Tybee Island, and Coastal Resources Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources.  

        A representative from Congressman Jack Kingston’s office is expected to attend the signing ceremony.  Members of the media are invited to attend.  For more information, contact the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers at 652-5014 or 5770, or the Tybee City Manager’s Office at 912-786-4573 ext. 109.                                                    -30-
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Contact:

Billy Birdwell at (912) 652-5014 or cell (912) 677-6039                  billy.e.birdwell@usace.army.mil 

Jeanne Hodge at (912) 652-5770                                                   jeanne.hodge@usace.army.mil  

World Wide Web                                                                                       www.sas.usace.army.mil
News Release
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