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Corps of Engineers to conduct safety tests on Savannah River dams
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SAVANNAH, Ga. – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will conduct required safety tests of the spillway gates at its three Savannah River dams on March 19 and 20.  The tests will ensure the gates work properly and can be activated in the event of an emergency to protect the dam and people and property downstream.
The spillway gates allow dam operators to release water rapidly from the reservoirs to prevent dam failure.  The tests are required as part of the Corps of Engineers Dam Safety Program.

The tests will begin with Hartwell Dam from 1 – 3 p.m., March 19, followed with Russell Dam from 8 – 10 a.m., March 20, and ending with Thurmond Dam, from 1 – 3 p.m., March 20.  By conducting the tests in this order, lake managers will conserve the most water.  They predict that the overall change in reservoir levels will be approximately a tenth of an inch for the three lake system.  This is a required safety test and will not create a large flow of water.
Through its series of dams the Savannah District of the Army Corps of Engineers has provided flood damage reduction, hydropower production, recreation, clean water, navigation control, and environmental protection for the Savannah River since the early 1950s.
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Note to the media:  While this event is open to the public, visitors expecting to view a large plume of water will be greatly disappointed.  Please contact Savannah District Public Affairs for the recommended locations of viewing.  Photo opportunity will be limited.
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