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News Advisory
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May 8, 2007
Corps officials to celebrate $33 million powerplant upgrade, increased generating capacity
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOR MEDIA PLANNING
SAVANNAH, Ga. – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officials, along with local guests, will celebrate the completion of a $33 million refurbishment and upgrade of electrical generators at the Hartwell Dam powerplant Thursday.  The refurbishment will increase capacity of each of four generators by 30 percent.
The celebration begins at 10 a.m. at the Hartwell Dam powerplant.  Brig. Gen. Joseph Schroedel, Commander of the South Atlantic Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will deliver the keynote address.  Powerplant tours will follow the formal presentation.
A recommendation to refurbish the generators was approved in 1993.  Congress provided initial funding in 1995 and actual on-site construction began in early 1997.  Four of Hartwell’s five generators were refurbished to increase the output of each from 66 megawatts to 85.5 megawatts.  (The fifth generator remains rated at 90 megawatts and did not require refurbishment.)  This will provide approximately $3.3 million dollars of added annual benefits over the next 35 years.  The refurbishment will also greatly improve the reliability of the powerplant’s ability to provide constant power on demand through the Southeastern Power Administration (SEPA) to local utility companies.
Media representatives wishing to cover the rededication ceremony and guided tours of the powerplant should arrive at the Hartwell Dam, just off of Highway 29, by 9:45 a.m., May 10.  Closed-toe, walking shoes are recommended for the powerplant tours.  Experts will be available to respond to questions.
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