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MEDIA ADVISORY
Thurmond Lake to Host Boating and Water Safety Program for Media                                                
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MEDIA ADVISORY
SAVANNAH, GA. --  The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers’ J. Strom Thurmond Lake will host a Boating and Water Safety Day for members of the media only on Wednesday, June 27, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon at Lake Springs Boat Ramp on J. Strom Thurmond Lake.  In addition to the Corps of Engineers, representatives from the Georgia and South Carolina Departments of Natural Resources, Columbia County Sheriff’s Department, U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, and the Thurmond Lake Sail and Power Squadron will promote boating and water safety efforts on the lake.  The program is designed to enhance water and boating safety awareness prior to the 4th of July holiday.  

Media representatives are invited to join boating safety officers and park rangers to learn more about state laws regarding operating boats and other watercraft, boating under the influence of alcohol/drugs, equipment requirements, boater education, importance of wearing life jacket, and other boating and water safety issues.  A patrol boat will be available to take media representatives on the lake for video footage and photos.  

The Boating and Water Safety media event precedes one of Thurmond

Lake’s busiest weeks for boating and water recreation on area lakes.  The media is vital to the Corps’ efforts to communicate water and boating safety education.  The event will provide the media an opportunity to obtain footage, photos, interviews, b-roll, that could be used throughout the recreation season.  The goal is to both educate the recreating public and reduce water-related injuries or fatalities.  
LOCATION:  LAKE SPRINGS BOAT RAMP, J. STROM THURMOND LAKE

Directions:  Lake Springs Recreation Area is located off Hwy. 221, midway between Thurmond Dam and Pollards Corner in Columbia County, Ga.  
From Augusta, Ga., take Washington Road (Hwy. 104) to Pollards Corner, turn right on Hwy. 221, go approximately 3 miles and look for the signs to Lake Springs 
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Recreation Area.  After passing the entrance station into the park, turn right and follow the directional signs to the boat ramp.


From South Carolina, follow Furys Ferry Road (Hwy. 28) to Clarks Hill, S.C.  Turn left on Hwy. 221; go across Thurmond Dam into Georgia.  Continue approximately 3 miles and look for the signs to Lake Springs Recreation Area.  After passing the entrance station into the park, turn right and follow the signs to the boat ramp.


For more information, contact Chief Ranger Chrissy Westerberg at

1-800-533-3478, ext. 1121, or Ranger Jay Weidman, ext. 1172.
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Always wear a life jacket when you are near, on, or in the water.

Life jackets save lives.
_______________________________________________________________________
Billy Birdwell at (912) 652-5014/5279 or cell (912) 677-6039                        billy.e.birdwell.usace.army.mil
Jeanne Hodge at (912) 652-5770                                                                 jeanne.hodge@usace.army.mil  
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