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NEWS RELEASE
Corps Schedules Volunteer Dock Flotation Clean-Up on Hartwell Lake                                                



       
  Release No:  07-22
           Date: June 25, 2007
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SAVANNAH, GA. --  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Hartwell Dam and Lake Office announced there will be a volunteer clean-up of illegally discarded white foam bead dock flotation on Friday, June 29 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.  Volunteers should meet at South Union Boat Ramp in Oconee County, SC at 9 a.m.  The Corps, along with Kroeger Marine of Seneca, SC are spearheading the clean-up.
Volunteers are asked to be on time and bring their own boat, life jackets, water, food, and rope.  Kroeger Marine and the Corps will have hooks available for attaching to the flotation blocks.  A brief safety talk and explanation of how the clean-up will work will take place at 9 a.m.  The clean-up will start at South Union Boat Ramp to buoy T-65, including into Choestoea Creek, Chickasaw Point Subdivision, the Eastanolle Creek areas and the Tugaloo River shoreline in the same vicinity.  
“Kroeger Marine has generously volunteered their barge, equipment and personnel to assist with the clean-up,” said Tanya Grant, Park Ranger at Hartwell Lake.  “Kroeger plans to continue this effort once a month in different areas around the lake during the summer and fall.”  Volunteers will be able to tow the flotation blocks to the vicinity of Kroeger Marine’s barge where the blocks will be picked up.  This is more efficient than each boat towing blocks back to the ramp each time.  
South Union Boat Ramp is located off Hwy. 11.  From I-85, take exit 1, follow Hwy. 11.  Travel approximately three miles north.  Turn left on South Union Road after the South Union Fire Department.  Follow the road behind South Union Baptist Church.  Road ends at the boat ramp.  

New foam bead flotation has not been permitted on the lake for more than 15 years, but pre-existing flotation in usable condition was allowed to stay until January 1, 2006.  However, hundreds of illegally discarded pieces still litter the shoreline.

For questions, contact the Hartwell Dam and Lake Office at 888-893-0678 or 

706-856-0300.  
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Always wear a life jacket when you are near, on, or in the water.

Life jackets save lives.
_______________________________________________________________________
Billy Birdwell at (912) 652-5014/5279 or cell (912) 677-6039                        billy.e.birdwell.usace.army.mil
Jeanne Hodge at (912) 652-5770                                                                 jeanne.hodge@usace.army.mil  
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