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Corps of Engineers District to welcome new commander in June 29 ceremony
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SAVANNAH, Ga. – Ending his tenure as the leader of a large military construction and civil works unit, Army Col. Mark S. Held relinquishes command of the Savannah District to Col. Edward J. Kertis, Jr., in a 10 a.m. ceremony June 29 here.
Brig. Gen. Joseph Schroedel, commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers South Atlantic Division, will officiate at the formal change-of-command ceremony to be held in Telfair Square in Savannah’s Historic District.

The Savannah District supports 18 Army and Air Force installations in Georgia and North and South Carolina, and water resources activities in Georgia and portions of South Carolina.  The Savannah District supports worldwide missions in support of real estate, master planning, family housing, barracks and other facilities in support of the Global War on Terrorism.  Its fiscal year 2007 military construction budget exceeds $1.4 billion.  The District also oversees civil projects including the Savannah Harbor and Brunswick Harbor in Georgia; Lakes Hartwell, Russell, and Thurmond on the Georgia-South Carolina border; and environmental and regulatory permits for Georgia.
Colonel Kertis, a graduate of Stetson University and the University of Florida, entered the Army in 1984.  He has served in Europe, Afghanistan, and Iraq.  In addition he commanded engineer battalions in North Carolina and New York, and a Corps of Engineers District in Walla Walla, Wash.  He served with the Defense Threat Reduction Agency in Virginia.  Most recently he completed nine months at the Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

Colonel Held completes a career that began in 1982 upon his graduation from Western Kentucky University.  He will be retired during the change of command ceremony.  He has served many assignments including ones in the Sinai, Iraq, and Central America.  He also commanded the Charleston Engineering District and served as the deputy commander of the South Atlantic Division in Atlanta.  Colonel Held and his family will retire to Kentucky where he has accepted employment in the private sector.
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Media covering this event should arrive at Telfair Square in downtown Savannah by 9:45 a.m.  A brief time will be available after the ceremony for an initial interview with the new commander.  Please call.
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