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SAVANNAH, GA. – Park rangers and a fisheries biologist report that several dead striped bass 

have been found above and below the J. Strom Thurmond Dam

SAVANNAH, GA. – Park rangers and a fisheries biologist report that several dead striped bass 

have been found above and below the J. Strom Thurmond Dam near Augusta, Ga., in the past 

seven days.   

A lack of suitable habitat in lower portion of J. Strom Thurmond Lake has led to the death of the 

fish.  Some of the fish have been recovered in the lake, while others passed through the dam’s 

turbines.  More than 130 adult striped bass, ranging in size from 3 to 20 pounds, have been 

recovered from above and below the dam.  The majority of the fish range from 5 to 7 pounds. 

The Savannah District’s biologist immediately consulted with other fisheries experts with 

Georgia and South Carolina Departments of Natural Resources.  All of the experts agreed that 

the deaths, while unprecedented at Thurmond Lake, are common at other Southeast U.S. 

reservoirs.  

“State and federal biologists have investigated the situation this week and agree that the very 

unusual hydrology conditions this spring likely led to this event,” said Jamie Sykes, fisheries 

biologist for the Corps’ Savannah District.  “The biologists have also agreed that there is nothing 

we can do at this point to change the fate of the striped bass that are still in the lower part of 

Thurmond Lake.”  Anglers that catch striped bass in the area near the Thurmond Dam should 

keep the fish.  These fish are already stressed and will likely not survive a catch-and-release. 

The very unusual spring weather that saw dramatic in-flows without an increase in out-flows led 

to a temporary change in water quality in the reservoir.  Normally striped bass remain in a narrow 

band of cool and oxygenated water approximately 25 – 30 feet deep in the reservoir.  Large 

spring in-flows that followed the worst drought in the history of the lake resulted in a lack of cool 

and oxygenated water at this depth.  This lack of habitat at shallower depths enticed the striped 

bass to move to the deeper portions of the reservoir.  As this small a habitat area degrades, the 

fish face asphyxiation or being pulled into the dam’s turbines, called entrainment. 

The Departments of Natural Resources from GA and SC cooperatively stock approximately 

572,000 striped bass annually in Thurmond Lake.  An estimated 16,555 striped bass were 
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harvested from J. Strom Thurmond Lake in 2008 and striped bass were the third most sought 

after fish species last year.  

Entrainment of blue back herring has occurred in late summer at the Thurmond Dam for 

several years.  This is the first year of striped bass entrainment or the other deaths.  Summer 

heat and other conditions drive large schools of the herring to locations near the intakes for the 

dam.  This leads to entrainment.  Biologists believe the striped bass have gathered in the same 

location as the herring.  As weather cools in the autumn, the fish move to other waters. 

Monitoring of water conditions, fish schooling, and entrainment will continue from the shore and 

from boats.  When entrainment exceeds a predetermined limit, Corps managers suspend water 

discharges for the remainder of that day. 
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