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Georgia engineer selected for top award 

 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA – Michael P. Wielputz, P.E., with the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah 
District, received the 2011 Society of American Military Engineers’ (S.A.M.E.) “James Connolly Award” on 
Feb. 24, during National Engineer Week’s Technical Training Conference at Armstrong Atlantic State 
University in Savannah. Named in honor of James B. Connolly (1868-1957), Olympic gold medalist, 
Spanish-American War veteran, distinguished author, and Savannah district employee, the Connolly 
Award is presented annually to a civilian or military engineer for notable contributions in the field of 
engineering. 
 
Wielputz was recognized by the S.A.M.E. Savannah Post for outstanding support of the engineering 
profession while serving as a Civil Engineer with the Savannah district’s Environmental and Materials Unit 
field office in Marietta, Ga. Wielputz was praised for his support to mentoring young engineers.  
 
“I am excited about the new young talent we have in the Corps and the challenges that lay ahead of them,” 
said Wielputz. “I certainly hope to keep them engaged in work that provides them the similar opportunities 
and challenges I have had in my career thus far. I will make every effort to provide those opportunities to 
them and strive to ‘build the bench’ and ultimately develop new leaders within the Corps.” 
 
Wielputz is a Corps leader in materials testing and geotechnical laboratory inspection. He investigates 
materials such as soils, concrete, asphalt, and other miscellaneous materials used in engineering and 
construction, to ensure compliance with industry standards. Wielputz also uses his expertise to provide 
technical assistance at military and civil works construction projects around the world and to conduct 
training workshops in soils engineering and materials placement at numerous locations throughout the 
country. Additionally, his mentoring and hands-on materials testing and training have proved invaluable 
throughout the Corps’s southeast region, in training the next generation of young engineers. 
 
Wielputz is a graduate of Georgia Tech.  In addition to his current position with the Savannah district for the 
past 13 years, Wielputz has more than 25 years of experience at the Corps Materials Testing Laboratory.   
 
During his leisure hours, Wielputz enjoys spending time with his three daughters, woodworking, restoration 
of antique cars, and fishing.  He is a deacon in his church, and a participant in many other civic activities.   
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The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah district manages and oversees a multi-billion dollar military 
construction program at 12 Army and Air Force installations in Georgia and North Carolina. Corps’ projects 
range from barracks, hospitals and clinics to equipment shops, headquarters buildings and aircraft 
hangars. The Savannah district also has oversight and maintains civil works projects – from the Savannah 
and Brunswick harbors to the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway - as well as three lakes and hydroelectric 
dams along the Savannah River. For more information, visit www.sas.usace.army.mil. 
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