
APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

1his fo1m should be completed by following the instructions provided in Section N of the JD Form Instructional Guidebook. 

SECTION I: BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
A. REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD): December 3, 2021 

B. DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER: CESAS-RD-P, Savannah District, 3029 US 41 Adairsville Site, SAS-2021-
00862 

C. PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
State: Georgia County/parish/borough: Gordon City: NIA 
Center coordinates ofsite (lat/long in degree decimal format): Lat. 34.425657° N, Long. 84.932071 ° W. 

Universal Transverse Mercator: 690025.97, 3811292.79 (Zone 16S) 
Name ofnearest waterbody: Oothkalooga Creek 

Name ofnearest Traditional Navigable Water (TNW) into which the aquatic resow·ce flows: Oostanaula River 
Name ofwatershed or Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC): Oostanaula River watershed, HUC 8: 03150103 
'IZJ Check ifmap/diagram ofreview area and/or potential jurisdictional areas is/are available upon request. 
DJ Check if other sites (e.g., offsite mitigation sites, disposal sites, etc ...) are associated with this action and are recorded on a 
different JD form. 

D. REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):
'IZJ Office (Desk) Detennination. Date: 11/30/2021 
0 , FieldDete1mination. Date(s): 

SECTION II: SUMl\lARY OF FINDINGS 
A. RHA SECTION 10 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

There Are no "navigable waters ofthe U.S." within Rivers and Harbors Act (RHA) jurisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR part 329) in the 
review area. [Required) 

0 1 Waters subject to the ebb and flow of the tide. 
0 Waters are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to transport interstate or foreign commerce. 

Explain: 

B. CWA SECTION 404 DETERMINATION OF JURISDICTION. 

There Are no"waters ofthe U.S." within Clean Water Act (CWA) jwisdiction (as defined by 33 CFR pait 328) in the review ai·ea. [Required) 

1. Waters of the U.S. 
a. Indicate presence ofwaters of U.S. in review area (check all that apply): 1 

D" TNWs, including tenitorial seas 
D Wetlands adjacent to TNWs 
D I Relatively pe1manent waters2 (RPWs) that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
D Non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
Di Wetlands directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
D Wetlands adjacent to but not directly abutting RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
D' Wetlands adjacent to non-RPWs that flow directly or indirectly into TNWs 
D , Impoundments ofjurisdictional waters 
0 Isolated (interstate or intrastate) waters, including isolated wetlands 

b. Identify (estimate) size ofwaters of the U.S. in the review area: 
Non-wetland waters: linear feet: width (ft) and/or acres. 
Wetlands: acres. 

c. Limits (boundaries) ofjurisdiction based on: Pick List 
Elevation of established OHWM (ifknown): 

2. Non-regulated waters/wetlands (check if applicable):3 

IZJ Potentially jwisdictional waters and/or wetlands were assessed within the review area and dete1mined to be not jurisdictional. 
Explain: Please see section IV. B. for specific information regarding this determination. 

1 Boxes checked below shall be supported by completing the appropriate sections in Section ill below. 
2 For purposes of this form, an RPW is defined as a tributary that is not a TNW and that typically flows year-round or has continuous flow at least "seasonally" 
(e.g., typically 3 months). 
3 Supporting documentation is presented in Section III.F. 

https://3811292.79
https://690025.97


SECTION III: CWA ANALYSIS 

A. TNW s AND WETLANDS ADJACENT TO TNWs 

The agencies will assel't jul'isdiction ovel' TN\Vs and wetlands adjacent to TN\Vs. If the aquatic l'esoul'ce is a TN\V, complete 
Section 111.A.1 and Section III.D.1. only; if the aquatic l'esout·ce is a wetland adjacent to a TN\V, complete Sections 111.A.1 and 2 
and Section 111.D.1.; othen,ise, see Section III.B below. 

1. TN\V 
Identify TNW: 

Sturunarize rationale suppoliing detem1ination: 

2. Wetland adjacent to TN\V 
Stuumarize rationale supporting c-onclusion that wetland is "adjacent" : 

B. CHARACTERISTICS OF TRIBUTARY (THAT IS NOT A TN\V) AND ITS ADJACENT WETLANDS (IF ANY): 

This section summarizes infol'mation 1"ega1·ding charnc.teristics of the tributal'y and its adjacent wetlands, if any, and it helps 
dete1·mine whethel' 0l' not the standal'ds fol' jurisdiction established undel' Rapanos have been met. 

The agencies will assel't jutisdiction ovel' non-nal'igable tl'ibutaries of TN\Vs whel'e the tl'ibutal'ies al'e "1·elatively pel'manent 
watel's" (RP\Vs), i.e. tl'ibutaries that typically flow yeal'-l'ound 0l' have continuous flow at least seasonally (e.g., typically 3 
months). A wetland that dil'ectly abuts an RP\V is also jurisdictional. If the aquatic l'esout·ce is not a TN\V, but has yeal'-l'ound 
(pe1·ennial) flow, skip to Section 111.D.2. If the aquatic l'esout·ce is a wetland dil'ectly abutting a tributal'y with pel'ennial flow, 
skip to Section 111.D.4. 

A wetland that is adjacent to but that does not dil'ectly abut an RPW 1·equfres a significant nexus evaluation. Col'ps distl'icts and 
EPA l'egions will include in the l'ecol'd any available infot·mation that documents the existence of a significant nexus between a 
l'elatively pel'manent tributary that is not pe1·ennial (and its adjacent wetlands if any) and a tl'aditional navigable watel', even 
though a significant nexus finding is not l'equil'ed as a mattel' oflaw. 

If the waterbody-1 is not an RP\V, 0l' a wetland dil'e.ctly abutting an RPW, a JD will 1·equil'e additional data to detel'mine if the 
watel'body has a significant nexus with a TN\V. If the h'ibutal'y has adjace.nt wetlands, the significant nexus evaluation must 
considet· the tl'ibutal'y in c.ombination with all of its adjacent wetlands. This significant nexus evaluation that combines, fol' 
analytical put·poses, the ttibutal'y and all of its adjacent wetlands is used whethel' the l'eview al'ea identified in the JD l'equest is 
the tt-ibuta1-y, 0l' its adjacent wetlands, 0l' both. If the JD cove1·s a tt·ibutal'y with adjacent wetlands, complete Section 111.B.1 fol' 
the tl'ibutal'y, Section 111.B.2 fot· any onsite wetlands, and Section 111.B.3 fot· all wetlands adjacent to that fl'ibuta1-y, both onsite 
and offsite. The detel'mination whethel' a significant nexus exists is detel'mined in Section 111.C below. 

1. Chal'actel'istics of non-TNWs that flow dil'ectly 01· indil'ectly into TN\V 

(i) Genel'al Al'ea Conditions: 
Watershed size: Pick List 
Drainage area: Pick List 
Average annual rainfall: inches 
Average annual snowfall: inches 

(ii) Physical Charnctel'istics: 
(a) Relationship with TNW: 

D Tributary flows directly into TNW. 
D Tributary flows through Pick List tributaries before entering TN\V. 

Proje.ct waters are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
Project waters are Pick Lis~ river miles from RPW. 
Project waters are Pick Lis( aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 
Proje-ct waters are Pick List aerial (straight) miles from RPW. 
Project waters cross or serve as state boundaries. Explain: 

Identify flow route to TNW5: 

Tributa1y strean1 order, ifknown: 

4 Note that the Instructional Guidebook contains additional information regarding swales, ditches, washes, and erosional features generally and in the arid 
West. 
5 Flow route can be described by identifying, e.g., tributary a, which flows through the review area, to flow into tributary b, which then flows into TNW. 

https://Proje.ct
https://adjace.nt


(b) General Tributary Characteristics (check all thata1wly): 
Tributary is: D Nanu·al 

D Aitificial (man-made). Explain: 
D Manipulated (man-altered). Explain: 

Tributary properties with respect to top ofbank (estimate): 
Average width: feet 
Average depth: feet 
Average side slopes: Pick List. 

Primary tributary substrnte composition (check all that apply): 
D Silts D Sands D Concrete 
D Cobbles D Gravel □ Muck 
D Bedrock D Vegetation. Type/% c-over: 
D Other. Explain: 

Tributary condition/stability [ e.g., highly eroding, sloughing banks]. Explain: 
Presence ofnm/riffle/pool complexes. Explain: 
Tributa1y geometry: Pick List 
Tributa1y gradient (approximate average slope): % 

(c) Flow: 
Tributaiy provides for: Pick List 
Estimate average number of flow events in review area/year: Pick List 

Describe flow regime: 
Other information on duration and vohune: 

Stuface flow is: Pick List. Characteristics: 

Substuface flow: Pick List. Explain findings: 
D Dye ( or other) test pe1fom1ed: 

Tributaiy has (check all that apply): 
D Bed and banks 
D OHWM6 (check all indicators that apply): 

D clear, natlm1l line impressed on the bank D the presence oflitter and debris 
D changes in the character ofsoil D destruction of terrestrial vegetation 
D shelving D the presence ofwrack line 
D vegetation matted down, bent, or absent D sediment sorting 
D leaf litter disnubed or washed away D scotu· 
D sediment deposition D multiple observed or predicted flow events 
D water staining D abrupt change in plant conummity 
D other (list): 

D Discontinuous OHWM.7 Explain: 

Iffactors other than the OHWM were used to detenuine lateral extent of CWAjurisdiction ( check all that apply): 
D High Tide Line indicated by: D Mean High Water Mark indicated by: 

D oil or sctun line along shore objects D stuvey to available datmn; 
D fine shell or debris deposits (foreshore) D physical markings; 
D physical markings/characteristics D vegetation lines/changes in vegetation types. 
D tidal gauges 
D otl1er (list) : 

(iii) Chemical Cha1·acteristics: 
Characterize tributary (e.g., water color is clear, discolored, oily film; water quality; general watershed characteristics, etc.). 

Explain: 
Identify specific pollutants, if known: 

6A natural or man-made discontinuity in the OHWM does not necessarily sever jurisdiction ( e.g., where the stream temporarily flows underground, or where 
the OHWM has been removed by development or agricultural practices). Where there is a break in the OHWM that is unrelated to the waterbody's flow 
regime (e.g., flow over a rock outcrop or through a culvert), the agencies will look for indicators offlow above and below the break. 
7lbid. 



(iv) Biologic.al Characteristics. Channel supports (c.heck all that apply): 
D Riparian con-idor. Characteristics (type, average width): 
D Wetland fringe. Characteristics: 
D Habitat for: 

D Federally Listed species. Explain findings: 
D Fish/spawn areas. Explain findings: 
D Other environmentally-sensitive species. Explain findings : 
D Aquatic/wildlife diversity. Explain findings: 

2. Characteristics of wetlands adjacent to non-TN\V that flow dfrectly 01· indirectly into TN\V 

(i) Physical Characteristics: 
(a) General Wetland Characteristics: 

Properties: 
Wetland size: acres 
Wetland type. Explain: 
Wetland quality. Explain: 

Projed wetlands cross or serve as state bomidaries. Explain: 

(b) General Flow Relationship with Non-TNW: 
Flow is: Pick List. Explain: No flowing water present within or near wetland. 

Surface flow is: Pick List 
Characteristics: 

Subsmface flow: Pick List. Explain findings: Subsmface flow is unknown, not explored. Area is know-ii to have karst 
geology conducive to underground solution zones. 

D Dye ( or oilier) test petfonne.d: 

(c) Wetland Adjacency Detennination with Non-TNW: 
D Directly abutting 
D Not directly abutting 

D Discrete wetland hydrologic c-onnection. Explain:
D Ecological connection. Explain: 
D Separated by bemi/bamer. Explain: Wetland outlets to a roadside ditch via an 18" RCP tmder a powerline 

easement driveway. Ditch appears to only can-y sto1mwater nmofffrom adjacent upland locations. Ditch is approximately 1,100 feet in 
length. Ditch loses any discemable shape in cow pasttu·e on the westem side ofUS Highway 41, just east of sanita1y sewer easement. 

(d) Proximity (Relationship) to TNW 
Projed wetlands are Pick List river miles from TNW. 
Proje-ct waters are Pick List aerial (straight) miles from TNW. 
Flow is from: Pick List. 
Estimate approximate location ofwetland as witlw die Pick List floodplain. 

(ii) Chemical Charncteristics: 
Characterize wetland systeni (e.g., water color is clear, brown, oil film on surface; water quality; general watershed 

characteristics; etc.). Explain: 
Identify specific pollutants, if known: 

(iii) Biological Characteristics. Wetland supports (check all that apply): 
D Riparian buffer. Characteristics (type, average width): 
D Vegetation type/percent cover. Explain: 
D Habitat for: 

D Federally Listed species. Explain findings: 
D Fish/spawn areas . Explain findings: 
D Other environmentally-sensitive species. Explain findings: 
D Aquatic/wildlife diversity. Explain fmdings: 

3. Charactel'istics of all wetlands adjacent to the tributary (if any) 
All wetland(s) being considered in die cumulative analysis: Pick List 
Approximately ( ) acres in total are being considered in the cumulative analysis. 

https://Biologic.al


For each wetland, specify the following: 

Directly abuts? (YJN) Size (in acres) Directly abuts? (YJN) Size (in acres) 

Smnmarize overall biological, chemical and physical ftmctions being performed: 

C. SIGNIFICANT NEXUS DETERMINATION 

A significant nexus analysis will assess the flow characteristics and func-tions of the ttibuta1-y itself and the functions performed 
by any wetlands adjacent to the ttibutary to determine if they significantly affect the chemical, physical, and biological integt·ity 
of a TmV. For each ofthe following situations, a significant nexus exists if the tt·ibutary, in combination with all of its adjac.ent 
wetlands, has more than a speculative or insubstantial effect on the chemical, physical and/or biological integrity of a TmV. 
Considerations when evaluating significant nexus include, but are not limited to the volume, duration, and frequency of the flow 
of wate1· in the tributary and its pt·oximity to a TNW, and the functions performed by the h'ibutary and all its adjacent 
wetlands. It is not appropriate to determine significant nexus based solely on any specific tht·eshold of distance (e.g. between a 
tributary and its adjacent wetland or between a tt·ibutary and the TNW). Similal'ly, the fact an adjacent wetland lies within or 
outside of a floodplain is not solely determinative of significant nexus. 

Dt·aw connections between the features documented and the effects on the TN\V, as identified in the Rap anos Guidance and 
discussed in the Instl'Uctional Guidebook. Facto1·s to consider include, fot· example: 
• Does the tributa1y, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (ifany), have the capacity to cany pollutants or flood waters to 

TNWs, or to reduce the amount ofpollutants or flood waters reaching a TNW? 
• Does the tributa1y, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (ifany), provide habitat and lifecycle support. fi.mctions for fish and 

other species, such as feeding, nesting, spawning, or rearing yom1g for species that are present in the TNW? 
• Does the tributa1y, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (ifany), have the capacity to transfer nutrients and organic carbon that 

suppo1t downstrean1 foodwebs? 
• Does the tributa1y, in combination with its adjacent wetlands (ifany), have otl1er relationships to tl1e physical, chemical, or 

biological integrity ofthe TNW? 

Note: the above list of considerations is not inclusive and other func.tions obse1·ved or known to occur should be documented 
below: 

1. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW that has no adjacent wetlands and flows directly or indirectly into TN\Vs. Explain 
findings ofpresence or absence of significant nexus below, based on the tributary itself, then go to Sedion ill.D: 

2. Significant nexus findings for non-RPW and its adjacent wetlands, whet·e the non-RPW flows directly or indirectly into 
TNWs. Explain findings ofpresence or absence ofsignificant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all ofits 
adjacent wetlands, then go to Section ill.D: 

3. Significant. nexus fmdings for wetlands adjacent to an RPW but that do not directly abut the RPW. Explain findings of 
presence or absence ofsignificant nexus below, based on the tributary in combination with all of its adjacent wetlands, then go to 
Section III.D: 

D. DETERMINATIONS OF JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS. THE SUBJECT WATERS/WETLANDS ARE (CHECK ALL 
THAT APPLY): 

1. TNWs and Adjacent Wetlands. Check all that apply and provide size estimates in review area: 
D TNWs: linear feet width (ft), Or, acres. 
D Wetlands adjacent to TNWs: acres. 

2. RPWs that flow directly or indire.ctly into TN\Vs. 
D Tributaries ofTNWs where tributaries typically flow year-rotmd are jurisdictional , Provide data and rationale indicating tliat 

tributaty is perennial: 
D Tributaries ofTNW where tributaries have continuous flow "seasonally" (e.g., typically three months each year) are 

jm-isdictionaL Data suppo1ting tliis conclusion is provided at Section ill.B. Provide rationale indicating that tributary flows 
seasonally: 



Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area ( check all that apply): 
D Tributa1y waters: linear feet width (ft). 
D Other non-wetland waters: acres. 

Identify type( s) of waters: 

3. Non-RPWs8 that flow dfrectly or indfrectly into TNWs. 
0 Waterbody that is not a 1NW or an RPW, but flows directly or indirectly into a TNW, and it has a significant nexus with a 

1NW is jurisdictional. Data supporting this conclusion is provided at Section m.c. 

Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters within the review area ( check all that apply): 
D Tributaiy waters: linear feet width (ft). 
D Other non-wetland waters: acres. 

Identify type(s) ofwaters: 

4. Wetlands directly abutting au RPW that flow directly 01· indirectly into TNWs. 
0 Wetlands directly abut RPW and thus are jurisdictional as adjacent wetlands. 

D Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow year-round. Provide data and rationale 
indicating that tt-ibuta1y is perennial in Section ill.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is 
directly abutting an RPW: 

0 Wetlands directly abutting an RPW where tributaries typically flow "seasonally." Provide data indicating that tt-ibuta1y is 
seasonal in Section III.B and rationale in Section III.D.2, above. Provide rationale indicating that wetland is directly 
abutting an RPW: 

Provide acreage estimates for jtu-isdictional wetlands in tl1e review area: acres. 

5. Wetlands adjacent to but not dfrectly abutting an RPW that flow dit·ectly or indfrectly into TN\Vs. 
D Wetlands tl1at do not directly abut an RPW, but when considered in combination with the tributary to which they are adjacent 

and with sin1ilarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a 1NW are jtu-isidictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

Provide acreage estimates for jm-isdictional wetlands in the review area: acres. 

6. Wetlands adjacent to nou-RPWs that flow dfrectly or indfrectly into Tl\T\Vs. 
,D Wetlands adjacent to such waters, and have when considered in combination with the tt-ibutaty to which they are adjacent and 

witl1 siniilarly situated adjacent wetlands, have a significant nexus with a 1NW are jtu-isdictional. Data supporting this 
conclusion is provided at Section III.C. 

Provide estimates for jurisdictional wetlands in the review area: acres. 

7. Impoundments ofjutisdictioual waters.9 
As a general rnle, the impoundment ofa jurisdictional tributary remains jm-isdictional. 
D Demonstrate that in1potu1dment was created from "waters ofthe U.S.," or 
1D Demonstrate tl1at water meets the criteria for one of the catego1-ies presented above (1 -6), or 
D Demonstrate that water is isolated with a nexus to commerce (see E below). 

E. ISOLATED (INTERSTATE OR INTRA-STATE] WATERS, INCLUDINGISOLATEDWETLANDS, THE USE, 
DEGRADATION OR DESTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD AFFECT INTERSTATE COMMERCE, INCLUDING ANY 
SUCH WATERS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):10 

D1 

which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or otl1er ptuposes.
D from which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign comme1·ce. 
D which are or c,ould be used for industt-ial pmposes by industries in interstate commerce. 
D Interstate isolated waters. Explain: 
D Other factors. Explain: 

Identify water body and summarize rationale supporting determination: 

8See Footnote# 3. 
9 To complete the analysis refer to the key in Section ill.D.6 of the Instructional Guidebook. 
10 P.-ior to asse1·ting 01· declining CWA jurisdiction based solely on this catego1-y, Corps Districts will elevate the action to Co1-ps and EPA HQ for 
re~iew consistent "'ith the p1·ocess described in the Co1-ps/EP A Memora11d11111 Regarding CWA Act J11risd;cth111 Fo/lowh1g Rapanos. 



Provide estimates for jurisdictional waters in the review area ( check all that apply): 
1D Tributary waters: linear feet width (ft). 
D Other non-wetland waters: acres. 

Identify type(s) ofwaters: 
DI Wetlands: acres. 

F. NON-JURISDICTIONAL WATERS, INCLUDING WETLANDS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 
O' Ifpotential wetlands were assessed within the review area, these areas did not meet the criteria in the 1987 Co1ps ofEngineers 

Wetland Delineation Manual and/or appropriate Regional Supplements. 
0 Review area included isolated waters with no substantial nexus to interstate ( or foreign) c,01nn1erce. 

D Prior to the Jan 2001 Supreme Cowt decision in "SWANCC," the review area would have been regulated based solely on the 
"Migratory Bird Rule" (MBR). 

D Waters do not meet the "Significant Nexus" standard, where such a finding is required for jw-isdiction. Explain: 
[XI, Other: (explain, ifnot covered above): Based on the ·wetland Detennination Data Form-Eastern Mountains and Piedmont 

Region, Wetland 1 meets the three wetland indicators c1ite1ia in the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual and/or 
appropriate Regional Supplements; however, Wetland 1 has evidence that the resource is geographically sepat·ated from any 
RPW/INW as fot· water to connect from \Vetland 1 to the nearest RP'W, Oothkalooga Creek, it travels in a very indirect, 
discontinuous manner. 

Provide acreage estimates for 11011-jw-isdictional waters in the re'll-iew area, where the sole potential basis ofjurisdiction is the MBR 
factors (i.e. , presence ofmigratory birds, presence ofendangered species, use ofwater for iffigated agriculture), using best professional 
judgment (check all tl1at apply): 
D Non-wetland waters (i.e., 1-ivers, streams): linear feet width (ft). 
D Lakes/ponds: acres. 
D Other non-wetland waters: acres. List type of aquatic resow·ce: 
D, Wetlands: acres. 

Provide acreage estimates for non-jurisdictional waters in the review area that do not meet the "Significant Nexus" standard, where such 
a finding is required for jurisdiction (check all that apply): 
D Non-wetland waters (i.e., 1-ivers, streams): linear feet, width (ft). 
D Lakes/ponds: acres. 
D Other non-wetland waters: acres. List type ofaquatic resow·ce: 
D Wetlands: acres. 

SECTION IV: DATA SOURCES. 

A. SUPPORTING DATA. Data reviewed for JD (check all that apply - checked items shall be included in case file and, where checked 
and requested, approp1-iately reference sources below): 
[XI Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalfofthe applicant/consultant: 
[XI, Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalfofthe applicant/consultant. 
- [XI Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report. 

D Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report. 
DD Data sheets prepared by the Corps: 
I Cotps navigable waters' study: 
IZJ U.S. Geological Sw-vey Hydrologic Atlas: 

[XI USGS NHD data. 
[XJ USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps. 

[XI: U.S. Geological Sw-vey map(s). Cite scale & quad 11an1e: I :24,000; Callioun South . 
.[XI, USDA Natural Resow·ces Conse1-vation Se1-vice Soil Sw-vey. Citation: Soil Sw-vey Staff, Natural Resources Conservation Set-vice, 
United States Deprutment ofAgi-iculture. Web Soil Sm-vey. Available online at the following link: 
http://websoilsm-vey.sc.egov.usda.gov/. PM accessed [11/30/2021]. 
[XI, National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name: USFWS NWI database , PM accessed 11/30/2021. 
[XI' State/Local wetland inventory map(s): Gordon County Qpublic information PM accessed [11/30/2021]. 
[XJ FEMA/FIRMmaps: 13129C0175D. 
D 100-year Floodplain Elevation is: (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
•[XI Photogi·aphs : [XI Ae1-ial (Nrune & Date) : ESRI aerial imagery; Historical aerial photography: 1938, 1942, 1950, 1958, 1960, 1972, 
1977, 1981, 1988, 1999, 2007, 2010, 2013, 2017 continued by PM [11/30/2021]. 

or [XI Other (Name & Date): Field photos 8/11/2021 & 9/28/2021 confinned by PM [11/30/2021]. 
D Previous detenuination(s). File no. and date ofresponse letter: 
DD Applicable/supporting case law : 

I Applicable/supporting scientific literature: 

http://websoilsm-vey.sc.egov.usda.gov


~ Other information (please specify): Antecedent Precipitation Tool (APT) data PM accessed [11/30/2021]; , StreamStat database 

PM accessed [11/30/2021], NWI database PM accessed [11/30/2021], Web Soil Survey PM accessed [11/30/2021], . 

B. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO SUPPORT JD: Data submitted from the applicant and reviewed during desktop evaluation was used 

to support the jurisdictional determination. According to the photos including drone imagery taken from applicant during site visits on 

August 11, 2021, September 28, 2021, and October 7, 2021, Wetland 1 is a depressional, forested wetland that is approximately 1.6 acres in 

size that is bound to the north and east by a powerline easement driveway/access road and to the south and west by the US Highway 41 right-

of-way. Due to its depressional shape, soil characteristics, and topographical characteristic, Wetland 1 can hold water following rain events 

and runoff from uphill slopes. According to the information reviewed from the applicant and historical evidence of the site shown from aerial 

imagery and county data shows the subject property has historically been agricultural in use and zoning and portions of the wetland have 

been disturbed by ATV activity as evidenced by the trails cut through the eastern portion of the wetland and no other water resources were 

documented within the 38.92-acre subject property, reviewed from photos provided. The subject wetland is not located within the FEMA 

FIRM 100-year floodplain. 

The path which water must travel to reach from Wetland 1 to Oothkalooga Creek was assessed and determined to be indirect and 

discontinuous via an 18-inch RCP culvert along the northern portion of the wetland and property boundary. Using Flow (Raindrop) Path via 

Streamstat, it was determined that during peak rainfall events water flows within the roadside ditch and from east to west under US Highway 

41 for approximately 350 to 375 feet outside of the review area. The 18-inch RCP appears to be installed under an access driveway which 

flows into an excavated roadside drainage ditch immediately north of the driveway. The excavated drainage ditch was identified during the 

site visits and runs perpendicular (east-west) to U.S. Highway 41. The drainage feature is described as an excavated roadside drainage ditch 

due to the lack of flowing water within the ditch, lack of a developed bed and bank, and minimal locations with an example of an OHWM. 

The identified drainage ditch conveys a broken surface connection to Oothkalooga Creek via the photos provided and data reviewed.  The 

Antecedent Precipitation Tool (APT) was used to confirm the site conditions for both August 11, 2021, and September 28, 2021 provided. 

The APT showed that the area was experiencing normal conditions during the August site visit and wetter than normal conditions during the 

September 28, 2021 (this was supported by the standing water identified in photos 9 and 11). Oothkalooga Creek is located approximately 

1,400 to 1,500 feet west of Wetland 1, and the nearest TNW to Wetland 1 is the Oostanaula River, which is 10-15 river miles and 2-5 aerial 

miles from Wetland 1. The upland soils located between the isolated wetland and the nearest jurisdictional wetland are mapped Docena silt 

loam, which have a silty texture and are considered permeable. Even though the upland soils are permeable, a shallow subsurface connection 

cannot be documented due to the distance from the isolated wetland to Oothkalooga Creek. This was confirmed from the supporting 

documentation noted in the Web Soil Survey, NHD, and NWI maps. Based on this description, the photos and photo point maps, and data 

reviewed, the path in which water would have to flow from Wetland 1 to reach the nearest RPW, Oothkalooga Creek, is lengthy and 

discontinuous. Therefore, Wetland 1 was not considered to have an adjacent connection to Oothkalooga Creek and was determined to be a 

geographically isolated wetland. 




