DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
SAVANNAH DISTRICT
100 WEST OGLETHORPE AVENUE
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-3604

18 March 2024

Regulatory Division
SAS-2023-00303

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE
Savannah District/State of Georgia

The Savannah District has received an application for a Department of the Army
Permit, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344), as follows:

Application Number: SAS-2023-00303

Applicant: Mr. Mathew E. Saxon
City of Pooler
100 Southwest U.S. Highway 80
Pooler, Georgia 31322

Agent: Mr. Brandon W. Wall
Sligh Environmental Consultants, Inc.
31 Park of Commerce Way, Suite 200B
Savannah, Georgia 31405

Project Purpose as Proposed by Applicant: The applicant’s stated project purpose is
to improve a 1.77-mile segment of Pooler Parkway in Chatham County, Georgia. The
project is required to increase capacity of the roadway due to high traffic loads from
nearby residential and commercial development.

Location of Proposed Work: The project corridor is located along Pooler Parkway,
south of Interstate-16, from Westbrook Lane to Canal Bank Road, in Savannah,
Chatham County, Georgia (Latitude 32.0694, Longitude -81.2755).

Description of Work Subject to the Jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
The applicant is proposing to impact a total of 2.65 acres of wetlands and waters,
including 2.15 acres of wetland fill, 0.41 acre of wetland clearing, 0.08 acre of canal fill,
and 0.01 acre of canal disturbance. The applicant also proposes to modify an existing
restrictive covenant to authorize impacts to 1.212 acres of preserved wetland and 0.321
acre of upland buffer. The preserved areas were established as a component of a
restrictive covenant developed as mitigation for the Savannah Quarters master plan
permit (SAS-1996-05370) in March of 2001. To offset the losses in aquatic function
associated with the above impacts, the applicant has proposed the purchase of 16.9




legacy wetland mitigation credits from a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved
mitigation bank servicing the project area. The project is hydrologically connected to
the Little Ogeechee River.

BACKGROUND

The Pooler Parkway was constructed in the late 1990's to early 2000's to service
growing residential and commercial development in the Pooler area. From the period
2010 to 2020, the population of Pooler has grown 34.4% according to U.S. Census
data. The growing population and rapid commercial development have resulted in
increased vehicular congestion on Pooler Parkway in the vicinity of I-16. In addition, the
corridor serves as a major artery connecting the commercial areas of Pooler with
nearby residential areas along Quacco Road and U.S. Highway 17 to the south. The
Pooler Parkway currently consists of four lanes north of 1-16, but tapers to two lanes
south of 1-16. This configuration results in traffic congestion and safety issues,
especially during peak traffic times. The issues are expected to increase in years to
come as commercial and residential development continues to expand in the area. The
applicant's stated purpose for this project is to alleviate traffic congestion and safety
issues south of the I-16/Pooler Parkway interchange by improving a 1.77-mile segment
of Pooler Parkway to a four-lane configuration.

This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from both the Corps
and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work may also require local
governmental approval.

STATE OF GEORGIA

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection Division will review the proposed project for water quality
certification, in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.
Prior to issuance of a Department of the Army permit for a project location in, on, or
adjacent to the waters of the State of Georgia, review for Water Quality Certification is
required. A reasonable period of time, which shall not exceed one year, is established
under the Clean Water Act for the State to act on a request for Water Quality
Certification, after which, issuance of such a Department of the Army permit may
proceed. The applicant requested a pre-certification meeting with Georgia EPD
simultaneous with submitting their application for a permit under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act.

State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or
other appropriate instrument.

Georgia Coastal Management Program: Prior to the Savannah District Corps of
Engineers making a final permit decision on this application, the project must be
certified by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Resources Division,

2



to be consistent with applicable provisions of the State of Georgia Coastal Management
Program (15 CFR 930). Anyone wishing to comment on Coastal Management Program
certification of this project should submit comments in writing within 30 days of the date
of this notice to the Federal Consistency Coordinator, Coastal Management Program,
Coastal Resources Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, One
Conservation Way, Brunswick, Georgia 31523-8600 (Telephone 912-264-7218).

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army permit.

Cultural Resources: No documented sites or eligible resources have been identified
by the applicant in the vicinity of the proposed project. The project corridor is within a
heavily developed area. On both sides of the road, for most of the alignment, is the
Savannah Quarters development which is a permitted master-planned development
(SAS-1996-05370). As such, most of the adjacent land use has either been developed,
is being developed, or is in the final stages of development permitting/planning.

Review of the latest published version of the National Register of Historic Places and
the Georgia Natural, Archeological and Historic Resources GIS database, indicates that
no registered properties or properties listed as eligible for inclusion are located within
the project corridor. Presently unknown archaeological, scientific, prehistorical or
historical data may be located at the site and could be affected by the proposed work.

Endangered Species: A preliminary review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
National Marine Fisheries Service Protected Resource Divisions list of Endangered and
Threatened Species (IPaC) indicates the following listed species may occur in the
project area: Eastern Indigo Snake (Drymarchon corais couperi), Eastern Black Rail
(Laterallus jamaicensis ssp. Jamaicensis), and Pondberry (Lindera melissifolia).

Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16
U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.), we request information from the U.S. Department of the Interior,
Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service; or, any other interested
party, on whether any species listed or proposed for listing may be present in the area.

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and
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wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

Consideration of Public Comments: The Corps is soliciting comments from the
public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native American Tribes; and
other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether
to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision,
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties,
water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or
an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine
the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: The proposed activity involves the
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Savannah
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application for a
Department of the Army permit. Requests for public hearings shall state, with
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee,
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the
proposed project.

Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department
of the Army permit should submit comments by email to keary.b.moore@usae.army.mil.
Alternatively, you may submit comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention: Mr. Brian Moore, 100 West Oglethorpe
Avenue, Savannah, Georgia 31401, no later than 30 days from the date of this notice.
Please refer to the applicant's name and the application number in your comments.



mailto:keary.b.moore@usae.army.mil

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Brian
Moore, Team Lead, Management Branch at 912-652-5349.

Enclosures:

Project Location Map

2021 Aerial Photograph, Pooler Pkwy. Improvements, Chatham County, Georgia
US Geological Survey, Pooler Pkwy. Improvements Chatham County, Georgia
Preserved Wetland Exhibit, Pooler Pkwy. Improvements, Chatham County, Georgia
Wetlands Map For: Moffatt & Nichol, Sheets 1-4, Dated: May 26, 2023

Revised Wetlands Preservation Exhibit, 2507.61 Acre Portion of the Lands at
Savannah Quarters, Seventh & Eighth G.M. District, Pooler, Chatham County, Georgia,
Sheets 1-6, Dated: April 27, 2006
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VICINITY MAP

WETLANDS MAP FOR:
MOFFATT & NICHOL

LOCATION: BTH Q.M.D. CHATHAM CO.. GA.
OF POOLER

CITY
DRAWN: MAY 26
JAMES TN mnnu GA. R.LS. 3280

g.aﬂdﬂHOH{Aﬂ&NlCHOLM

IH WY OPIHION THIS PLAT IS A TRUE AND CORRECT REPRESENTATION OF
THE LAND SHOWN BY THIS PLAT,

t"\ﬁbm‘on\

JAMES M. ANDERSON & .BSOC!ATES. INC.
REGISTERED. LAND SURVEYORS

104 OAK STREET
GA. 30459

P.o. 80X 39‘
STATESBO!
FPHONE: (912) 764-2002
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WETLAND BUFFER "DD1"
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WETLAND BUFFER "G3"

WETLAND "G2"

WETLAND BUFFER "G4"

WETLAND ACREAGE

WETLAND AREA "G1" = 0.862 AC.
WETLAND AREA "G2" = 0,159 AC.
WETLAND AREA "G3" = D.1B6 AC.
WETLAND AREA "K" = 0.233 AC.
WETLAND AREA "DD" = 0.082 AC.

TOTAL WETLAND AREA = 1.212 AC.

WETLAND BUFFER ACREAGE

WETLAND
WETLAND
WETLAND
WETLAND
WETLAND
WETLAND

WETLAN
WETLAND

BUFFER AREA "G1" = 0,205 AC.
BUFFER AREA "G2" = 0.024 AC.
BUFFER AREA "G3" = 0.011 AC.
BUFFER AREA "G4" = 0.008 AC.
BUFFER AREA “K1" = 0.027 AC.
BUFFER AREA "K2" = 0.008 AC,

D BUFFER AREA "DD1” = 0.010 AC.
BUFFER AREA "DD2" = 0.028 AC.

TOTAL WETLAND BUFFER AREA = 0,321 AC.

TOTAL WETLAND & WETLAND BUFFER ACREAGE

TOTAL WETLAND AREA = 1.212 AC.

TOTAL WETLAND BUFFER AREA = 0.321 AC.

TOTAL WETLAND & WETLAND BUFFER AREA = 1.533 AC.
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