
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SAVANNAH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1590 ADAMSON PARKWAY, SUITE 200 
MORROW, GEORGIA 30260-1777 

REPLY TO JUNE 1 3 2012 
ATTENTION OF: 

Regulatory Division 
SAS-2012-00504 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Savannah District 


The District Engineer has received a Prospectus describing the establishment and operation of 
a wetland and stream compensatory mitigation bank (Messiers Creek Mitigation Bank) for 
Federal and State permits as described below: 

APPLICATION NUMBER: SAS-20 12-00504 

APPLICANT I BANK SPONSOR: Ms. Tavia McCuean 

Forestar Group 

3330 Cumberland Boulevard 

The City View, Suite 275 

Atlanta, Georgia 30339 


AGENT: Mr. Neil Blackman 

Wetland and Ecological Consultants, LLC 

3225 South Cherokee Lane, Building 800 

Woodstock, Georgia 30188 


This Public Notice does not imply, on the parts of the US Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah 
District (USACE), or other agencies, either favorable or unfavorable opinion of the work to be 
performed, but is issued to solicit comments regarding the factors on which final decisions will 
be based. 

LOCATION OF PROPOSED MITIGATION BANK: The approximately 239-acre proposed 
Messiers Creek Mitigation Bank (MCMB) is located within land parcels totaling approximately 
764 acres and located north of the City of Grantville in Coweta County, Georgia. The two land 
parcels are bisected by West Grantville Road. The West Grantville Road passes over Messiers 
Creek at approximate latitude 33.251553 and longitude -84.838742. 

DESCRIPTION OF MITIGATION BANK: The bank sponsor, Forestar Group, proposes to 
develop a 239-acre wetland and stream commercial mitigation bank, with the emphasis on 
wetland mitigation. 

Existing Conditions: Historically, the 764-acre property was actively managed for agriculture 
that drained the fertile bottomlands by ditches and the channelization ofMessiers Creek. In the 



past 50 years, the land within the proposed MCMB has become more natural and been planted 
for forest regeneration with some of the agricultural areas remaining adjacent to Messiers Creek. 

The upland areas of the two land parcels within the proposed MCMB have been managed as a 
commercial silviculture tract for more than 50 years. These uplands are currently comprised of a 
loblolly pine plantation. The low lying areas and streams within the proposed mitigation bank 
are primarily forested areas dominated by a canopy of mature hardwood tree species. Beaver 
induced emergent wetlands are located on the eastern land parcel and dominated by herbaceous 
vegetation. 

There are three man-made structures and/or easements within the immediate MCMB area: 1) 
a concrete weir box and levee that served as an aqueduct for a former textile mill in Grantville 
located on the eastern land parcel; 2) a box culvert in Messiers Creek under west Grantville Road 
located between the two land parcels; and 3) a Georgia Power overhead power transmission line 
in the western land parcel. The proposed mitigation plan would remove the concrete weir box 
and breach the levee to restore Messiers Creek natural flow regime and aquatic life passage. The 
West Grantville Road triple box concrete culvert is located outside the credit generating portion 
of the mitigation bank; however, it bisects the stream mitigation area. This culvert is not 
expected to affect the mitigation prescriptions in the eastern and western land parcels. The right
of-way (ROW) for the Georgia Power transmission line crosses a tributary to Messiers Creek. 
The stream and riparian buffer areas within the ROW would not generate mitigation credits. The 
MCMB is located within a rural and sparsely populated area ofCoweta County, and therefore, 
future road and/or utility development are not anticipated. 

Bo Bo Banks Road is located approximately 0.28 mile east of the MCMB. It crosses over 
Messiers Creek on a steel bridge span. This bridge has a subs~dard load capacity and has been 
recommended for replacement. At this time, it is not known when this bridge would be replaced, 
but it would be replaced by another bridge. Bohannon Road is located approximately 0.1 mile 
west of the MCMB. The existing steel bridge span does not impact Messiers Creek. At this 
time, plans to replace this bridge are not known. 

Proposed Work and Mitigation Prescription: The MCMB mitigation prescription is different 
for each land parcel. The eastern land parcel would 1) remove the box weir structure in Messiers 
Creek; 2) breach the levee along Messiers Creek; 3) enhance the natural hydrology of 
approximately 16.9 acres of Wetland 3; 4) enhance vegetation within Wetland 3; and 5) preserve 
wetland and riparian buffer areas outside of the enhanced portions of Wetland 3, Streams 1 and 
10, and Messiers Creek. The western land parcel mitigation prescription would include I) 
Priority 1 restoration of approximately 3,849 linear feet of Messiers Creek; 2) Priority 1 
restoration of approximately 3,043 linear feet ofStream 11, 306linear feet of Stream 12, and 79 
linear feet of Stream 14; 3) riparian restoration along Messiers Creek and Streams 11, 12, 14; and 
4) restore approximately 25.9 acres ofwetlands in Messiers Creek's floodplain. 

Priority 1 stream restoration would result in the excavation of new stream channels that would 
mimic the natural sinuosity and entrenchment ration ofa healthy stream of similar size in the 
Piedmont Ecoregion of Georgia. The stream channels would be sixes to convey expected 
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bankfull discharge based on US Geologic Survey gage station data. All stream flows in excess 
of the bankfull discharge would flow into and though the adjacent floodplains. The constructed 
stream banks would typically have 2:1 slopes, and initially be stabilized using erosion control 
blankets and live stakes ofwillow, silky dogwood, and elderberry installed along the banks to 
provide pennanent, deep-rooted vegetation for mong-tenn stability. 

The proposed stream profiles would be variable to provide for riffles, runs, glides, and pools 
as appropriate and based on the proposed stream pattern. Appropriate aquatic habitat structures 
would be strategically placed within the restored channels to increase aquatic habitat quantity/ 
quality to include "J-hook" structures to set the elevation of downstream pools, and "toe wood" 
to stabilize outside bends. The pools associated with these structures would be backfilled with 
brush to create undercut bank habitat for local fish species. 

Table ofProposed Stream Mitigation 

Stream Mitigation 
Channel Restoration Linear Feet (If) Riparian Buffer Work 

Messiers Creek 
Priority 1 

3,849lf 4Xminimum 
buffer width 

Restoration Both banks 734lf 

Messiers Creek 0 If 4Xminimum 
buffer width 

Restoration One bank 1,700 If 

Messiers Creek 
Structure Removal 

TBD Buffer area is included in Wetland Mitigation. 

Stream 1 N/A 4Xminimum 
buffer width 

Preservation Both banks 1,519 If 

Stream 2 N/A 4Xminimum 
buffer width 

Preservation Both banks 3,534 If 

Stream 10 N/A 4Xminimum 
buffer width 

Preservation Both banks 949lf 

Stream 11 
Priority 1 

3,043 lf 4Xminimum 
buffer width 

Restoration Both banks 2,313 If 

Stream 12 306lf N/A N/A N/A 0 lf 
Stream 13 0 lf 4Xminimum 

buffer width 
Preservation Both banks 2,100 lf 

Stream 14 79lf N/A N/A N/A 0 lf 
TOTAL 7,277lf 12,849lf 

Wetlands would be hydrologically restored through a combination of the Priority 1 stream 
restoration, blockage and/or removal ofexisting drainage ditches, and structure removal. 
Vegetation restoration would occur in emergent areas that are currently excessively wet because 
of the weir and levee system. Replanting would occur in wetland and riparian areas, helping to 
reduce and control Chinese privet and other invasive species. 
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Table ofProposed Wetland Mitigation 

Wetland Mitigation 
.Habitat Restoration Enhancement Preservation Establishment 

Wetland 3 
Palustrine Forested 

N/A 16.9 acres 43.8 acres N/A 

Wetland 5 
Palustrine Forested 

25.9 acres NIA 16.6 acres NIA 

TOTAL 25.9 acres 16.9 acres 60.4 acres 0 

GEOGRAPHIC SERVICE AREA: The Geographic Service Area (GSA) is defined as the 
area within which this bank can reasonably be expected to provide appropriate compensation for 
impacts to aquatic resources. The GSA for this bank will include the Middle Chattahoochee 
River, 8-digit Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 03130002, and the New River, 12-digit HUC 
031300020501 , as the primary service area in Georgia The Upper Flint River, HUC 03130005; 
Tallapoosa River, HUC 031501 08; and the lower portion of the Upper Chattahoochee River 
located downstream of the Buford DamlLake Lanier in Forsyth County, HUC 03130001, as the 
secondary service areas in Georgia. 

OVERSIGHT: This mitigation bank may be considered one ofa number ofpracticable 
alternatives available to applicants/permittees to compensate for unavoidable adverse impacts 
associated with permits issued under the authority of Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 
1899, as amended (33 United States Code (U.S. C.) 403), and Sections 404 and 401 of the Clean 
Water Act (CWA) (33 U.S.C. 1344), for projects located within the prescribed GSAs. 

Oversight of this compensatory mitigation bank will be by a group of Federal and State 
agency representatives collectively referred to as the Interagency Review Team (IRT). The IRT 
shall be chaired by the USACE and is comprised ofrepresentatives from the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEP A), US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marine Fisheries Service, 
and the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, 
Watershed Protection Division. 

The actual approval for the use of this mitigation bank for a specific project is the decision of 
the USACE pursuant to Sections 10 and 404. The USACE provides no guarantee that any 
particular standard individual or general permit will be granted authorization to use this 
compensatory mitigation bank to compensate for unavoidable impacts associated with a 
proposed permit, even though mitigation from this bank may be available. 

AUTHORIT Y: A public notice regarding the proposed mitigation bank is required pursuant 
to Title 33 Code ofFederal Regulations (CFR) Parts 325 and 332 (USACE) and Title 40 CFR 
Part 230 (USEPA), entitled "Compensatory Mitigation for Losses ofAquatic Resources: Final 
Rule," published in the AprillO, 2012, Federal Register, Volume 73 , Number 70, Pages 19594
19705, with an effective date of June 9, 2008. 
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CONSIDERATION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The USACE is soliciting comments from 
the public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native American Tribes; and other 
interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the proposed Messiers Creek Mitigation 
Bani<. The Prospectus, dated March 13, 2012, can be seen at the US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Savannah District, Regulatory Division, Piedmont Branch, 1590 Adamson Parkway, Suite 200, 
Morrow, Georgia 30260-1777. Please call to arrange an appointment. Written comments 
received will be considered by the USACE in evaluating this proposal. Comments are used to 
assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, conservation, economics, aesthetics, 
general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards 
and floodplain values (in accordance with Executive Order 11988), land use, navigation, shore 
erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration ofproperty ownership, and, in 
general, the needs and welfare of the public. 

Preliminary review, provided by the bank's sponsor, indicates that: 1) an environmental 
impact statement will not be required; 2) no species of fish, wildlife, plant or their critical habitat 
listed as federally endangered or threatened under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.) (Public Law 93-205) will be affected; and 3) no 
cultural or historical resources considered eligible or potentially eligible for listing on the 
National Register ofHistoric Places under Section 106 of the National Preservation Division Act 
of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 470 et seq.) will be affected according to a website review of 
known listed properties. Additional information may change any of these preliminary findings. 

COMMENT PERIOD: Anyone wishing to comment on this proposal should submit 
comments in writing to Ms. Mary Dills, US Army Corps ofEngineers, Savannah District, 
Regulatory Division, Piedmont Branch, 1590 Adamson Parkway, Suite 200, Morrow, Georgia 
30260-1777, no later than 30 days from the date of this notice. Please refer to the mitigation 
bank name (Messiers Creek Mitigation Bank) and the Regulatory Division file number 
(SAS-2012-00504) in your comments. 

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Dills, Project 
Manager, Piedmont Branch, at (678) 422-2727. 

Enclosures 
1. Location Map 
2. USGS Quadrangle Map (2 sheets) 
3. Mitigation Actions Maps (4 sheets) 
4. Service Areas Maps 
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