
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SAVANNAH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 


100 W . OGLETHORPE AVENUE 

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-3640 


REP L Y TO J U LV 11 Z013 
ATTENTION OF 

Regulatory Division 
SAS-20 1 0-00712 

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 

Savannah District/State of Georgia 


The Savannah District has received an application for a Department of the Army 
Permit, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 United States Code1344) , 
as follows: 

Application Number: SAS-2010-00712 

GDOT P.l. Number: 0001420 

Applicant: Georgia Department of Transportation 

One Georgia Center 

600 West Peachtree Street, NW 

Atlanta, Georgia, 30308 


Location of Proposed Work: The project site runs east and west between 
State Route (SR) 3/ US 19 Walnut Avenue Northeastward to SR 195 Leslie Highway 
North of Leesburg , Lee County, Georgia (Latitude 31 .79, Longitude -84 .1667). 

Description of Work Subject to the Jurisdiction of the US Army Corps of Engineers: 
The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), Project No. STP00-0001-00(420) is 
proposing to construct a bypass on a new location with two 12-foot travel lanes and six­
and-one-half foot paved shoulders from SR 3/US 19 Walnut Avenue North eastward to 
SR 195 Leslie Highway north of Leesburg for a distance of approximately 1.78 miles in 
Lee County, Georgia. Side roads would also be improved and re-aligned as needed. 
The project would include a grade-separated crossing of the Norfolk-Southern Railroad 
located adjacent to SR 3/ US 19 Walnut Avenue North. 



The appl icant proposes to impact 1. 72 acres of wetlands adjacent to unnamed 
tributaries of Kinchafoonee Creek and 338 linear feet of ephemeral tributaries that drain 
into Kinchafoonee Creek. To mitigate for the proposed impacts, the applicant is 
proposing to purchase 10.26 wetland credits from the Magnolia Swamp Mitigation Bank. 

Impacts to Federally Jurisdictional 
Resources 

Resource Type 
Length of 

Impact 
(feet) 

Area of 
Impact 
(acres) 

Perennial Stream 
Intermittent 
Stream 
Ephemeral 
Channel 

338 0.13 

TOTAL 338 0.13 

Wetland 1.72 
Open Water 
TOTAL 1.85 

According to GDOT, the proposed Leesburg North Bypass project would improve the 
connectivity of the transportation network of the Leesburg community by providing an 
alternate route around the highly congested signalized US 19/SR 3/SR 195 and 4th 
Street intersection and at-grade railroad crossing located in downtown Leesburg. 
Several County and City community assets, including several schools, are located 
adjacent to the Leesburg North Bypass study corridor between 
US 19/SR 3/Walnut Avenue North and SR 195/Leslie Highway. The proposed project 
would improve access to these assets and a large portion of the Leesburg community. 

BACKGROUND 

This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from both the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work 
may also require local governmental approval. 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 
Environmental Protection Division, intends to certify this project at the end of 30 days in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, which is required 
for a Federal Permit to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the waters of the 
United States of Georgia. Copies of the application and supporting documents relative 
to a specific application will be available for review and copying at the office of the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, Water 
Protection Branch, 4220 International Parkway, Suite 101, Atlanta, Georgia 30354, 
during regular office hours. A copier machine is available for public use at a charge of 
25 cents per page. Any person who desires to comment, object, or request a public 
hearing relative to State Water Quality Certification must do so within 30 days of the 
State's receipt of application in writing and state the reasons or basis of objections or 
request for a hearing . The application can be reviewed in the Savannah District, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Division, 100 W . Oglethorpe Avenue 
Savannah , Georgia 31401-3640. 

State-owned Prooertv and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from 
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, perm it or 
other appropriate instrument. 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's 
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army Permit. 

Cultural Resources Assessment: The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the 
lead federa l agency, has reviewed this project in accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. GDOT surveyed the project corridor for 
historic resources in compliance with Section 1 06 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966 and amendments thereto. Based on this survey, two (2) potential historic 
properties in the project's area of potential effect. According to GDOT, both properties 
were found to be outside the proposed right of way and neither property was 
determined eligible for inclusion in the National Register, pursuant to 36 
Code Of Federal Regulations 800.4(c)(2). Therefore, the FHWA determined that this 
project would have no effect on any historical, archaeological, or architectural concerns. 
The Georgia Historic Preservation Division concurred with the determination by letter 
dated July 30, 2010. 
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Endangered Species: The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the lead federal 
agency, has reviewed this project in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act. The project area was researched and field reviewed to determine the 
potential occurrence of federally threatened or endangered species in Lee County. The 
proposed project is located in potential foraging habitat for the wood stork (Mycteria 
Americana). Based on this the FHWA made effects determination that the proposed 
project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the federally endangered wood 
stork. FHWA determined that the project would have "No Effect" on any other federally 
listed threatened or endangered species. 

Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), FHWA coordinated these findings with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which provided concurrence on June 12, 2013. 

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an 
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity 
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection 
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected 
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered 
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and 
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership 
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 

Consideration of Public Comments: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting 
comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native 
American Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny 
a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess 
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are 
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental 
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are 
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public 
interest of the proposed activity. 

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: The proposed activity involves the 
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Savannah 
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include 
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act. 

4 




Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period 
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application for a 
Department of the Army Permit. Requests for public hearings shall state, with 
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold 
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee, 
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the 
proposed project. 

Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department 
of the Army Permit should submit comments in writing to the Commander, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention: Stanley J. Knight, 100 W . 
Oglethorpe Avenue, Savannah, Georgia 31401-3640, no later than 30 days from the 
date of this notice. Please refer to the applicant's name and the application number in 
your comments. 

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact 
Stanley J. Knight, Project Manager, Coastal Branch at 912-652-5348. 

Encis 

1. Resource Table 
2. Project Location Map 
3. Waters Plans 
4. Plan and Profile Drawings 
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Table 1. Streams, Wetlands, and Open Waters Summary Table 

Label Type 

Palustrine 
W/L3 Forested 

Wetland 

Eph 4 Ephemeral 
Stream 

Palustrine 
W/L 5 Forested 

Wetland 

Eph 26 Ephemeral 
Stream 

HUC 

03130007 

03130007 

03130007 

03130007 

Habitat 
forSBV FWCA Protected 

SDedes 

N/A No No 

No No No 

N/A No No 

No No No 
-

ImpactExisting Impact ImpactLat(0 N) Long(OW) 
Structure Type Length Area (ac)(ft) 

31.747752 -84.177901 None Fill N/A 1.20 

31.747648 -84.178136 None CUlvert, All 
216 0.08

&RiDRaD 

Fill & Rip31.750160 -84.172929 None N/A 0.52Rap 

31.750000 -84.159227 None 
Culvert, All 122 0.05& RID Rao 

Total Stream lmi'Kts 338 0.13 
Total Wetland lmNCtl N/ A 1.72 

Total ODell Water lmPIICb N/ A N/A. 

STPOQ-0001-00(420) /Lee County 
P.l. No. 0001420 
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