
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
SAVANNAH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

100 WEST OGLETHORPE AVENUE 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-3640 

REPLY TO 

ATIENTIONOF JANUARY 2 4 2014 

Regulatory Division 
SAS-2005-02313 

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 

Savannah District/State of Georgia 


The Savannah District has received an application for a Department of the Army 
Permit, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S .C . 1344), as follows: 

Application Number: SAS-2005-02313 

Applicant: 	Ms. Tara Cooper, Superintendent 

Jenkins County School System 

1152 East Winthrope Avenue 

Millen, Georgia 30442 


Agent: 	 Mr. Laary Cushman 

Cushman Consulting Group, LLC 

301 Crayton Street, Suite 100 

Anderson, South Carolina 29621 


Location of Proposed Work: The project site is located in wet lands adjacent to an 
unnamed tributary of Buckhead Creek at the existing Jenkins County High School that 
is north of Barney Avenue and west of Bay Street, in the City of illen, Jenkins County, 
Georg ia (Latitude 32.8102, Longitude -81.9427). 

Description of Work Subject to the Jurisdiction of the U.S. Ar y Corps of Engineers: 
The applicant proposes to impact 1.51 acres of wetlands for the construction of an 
attendant parking facility adjacent to the Jenkins County High School gymnasium and 
school facility. The 1.51 acre wetland is surrounded by existing chool buildings and 
sports fields. 

To offset the proposed wetland impacts, the applicant propos s to purchase an 
additional 1.9 wetland mitigation credits from an approved mitig ation bank that services 
the project area. 



BACKGROUND 


This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizatio 1s from both the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work may 
also requ ire local governmental approval. 

A permit was issued for this project to impact 1.28 acres of wetlands on 

December 11, 2006 . Due to budget constraints, the Jenkins Cc unty School System 

never completed the work before the permit expired on December 11 , 2011 , although 

they did purchase the mitigation credits. 


On October 3, 2013, the Corps received a new wetland delineation and permit 
application. The applicant purchased 6.1 wetland mitigation credits for the 2006 permit. 
Due to the impacts never having been completed and the wetla1d area now being 0.23 
acres larger, the applicant proposes to purchase an additional .., .9 wetland m itigation 
credits to complete the project as proposed. 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natu al Resources, 
Environmental Protection Division, intends to certify this project at the end of 30 days in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, which is required 
for a Federal Permit to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the waters of the State of 
Georgia. Copies of the application and supporting documents r ~lative to a specific 
application will be available for review and copying at the office ')f the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Di'vision , Water Protection 
Branch, 4220 International Parkway, Suite 101 , Atlanta, Georgia 30354 , during regular 
office hours. A copier machine is available for public use at a c~ arge of 25 cents per 
page. Any person who desires to comment, object, or request a public hearing relative 
to State Water Quality Certification must do so within 30 days of the State's receipt of 
application in writing and state the reasons or basis of objection ~ or request for a 
hearing. The application can be reviewed in the Savannah Dist 1ct, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Division, 100 West C glethorpe Avenue 
Savannah, Georgia 31401-3640. 

State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from 
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit, or 
other appropriate instrument. 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's 
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army Permit. 

Cultural Resources Assessment: Review of the latest published version of the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) indicates that no registered properties 
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listed as eligible for inclusion are located at the site or in the area affected by the 
proposed work. Presently unknown archaeological, scientific, prehistorical, or historical 
data may be located at the site and could be affected by the proposed work. 

A preliminary field reconnaissance was performed and no structures or artifacts over 
75 years old were noted within the project boundaries . The site has historically been 
used for agricultural and silvicultural activities. The existing school facility has been in 
place for over 50 years. 

A review of archaeological databases (NHRP &Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources: Historic Preservation Division (HPD)) has been perfo rmed with three known 
resources within one mile of the site. These are the Old Millen High School, Downtown 
Millen Historic District, and the Jenkins County Court House. A report produced by the 
Georgia Archaeological Site File, University of Georgia, no resources within the project 
site. 

No historic properties or resources were identified on-site or within the immediate 
vicinity of the proposed project. The December 11, 2006, Corps permit was issued with 
a finding of "no effect" to historic or archaeological resources. 

Endangered Species: Pursuant to Section ?(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we request information from the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service; or, any other interested party, on wh ether any species listed 
or proposed for listing may be present in the area . 

A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information, Planmng, and Conservation 
(IPAC) report was generated to gain information about sensitive , rare, threatened, and 
endangered species and habitats (RTE) within the vicinity of the proposed project. The 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources database of Georgia rare species and 
natural community data was also reviewed for the Millen, Georgia Southwest Quarter 
Quad- Quarter Quad Code: 3208 178SW. The RTE report was completed in July 2013 , 
which also included a pedestrian survey of the project area. Based on existing site 
conditions and habitats observed during the field survey, the agent states that "it is not 
anticipated that the project site supports any individual or popu lation of threatened or 
endangered species listed for Jenkins County, Georgia." 

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an 
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity 
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection 
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected 
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reason ably foreseeable 
detriments. All factors, wh ich may be relevant to the proposal will be considered 
including the cumulat ive effects thereof; among those are conse rvation, economics, 
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aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic ;:>roperties, fish and 
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navi ation, shoreline erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, wate quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration~ of property ownership 
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 

Consideration of Public Comments: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting 
comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies ard officials; Native 
American Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consioer and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, rrodify, condition, or deny 
a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments ar~ used to assess 
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are 
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/o an Environmental 
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Polic Act. Comments are 
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to det rmine the overall public 
interest of the proposed activity. 

Application of Section 404{b}{1} Guidelines: The proposed activity involves the 
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Savannah 
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include 
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, :=nvironmental 
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the v lean Water Act. 

Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within t he comment period 
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to conside t his application for a 
Department of the Army Permit. Requests for public hearings s1all state, with 
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold 
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or h1s designated appointee, 
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the 
proposed project. 

Comment Period : Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department 
of the Army Permit should submit comments in writing to the Cc mmander, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention: Mr. Donald 1-<endrix, 100 West 
Oglethorpe Avenue, Savannah, Georgia 31401-3640, no later t han 30 days from the 
date of this notice. Please refer to the applicant's name and the application number in 
your comments. 
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If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact 

Mr. Donald Hendrix, Regulatory Specialist, Coastal Branch at 9 2-652-6210. 


Enclosures 
1 . Location Map 
2. Topographic Map 
3. Infrared Map 
4. Soils Map 
5. Wetland Map 
6. Six wetland impact maps 
7. Mitigation Calculations 
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PROJECT NAME: Jenkins Coooty HS 
PROJECT LOCATION: Jenkins Coonty, GA 

CCG JOB #: 13-1 03-JWB 

Site Location 
USGS Topographic Map 
Minen Quadrangle 

CUSHMAN CONSULnNG GROUP, llC 
301 Crayton Street. Suite 100 
Anderson. SC 29621 
0 : 864-556-0235 

SCALE : 1 incl'l = 1,000 feet 
DATE: 06120/2013 
REVISION#: 0 
REV. DATE: N/A 



PROJECT NAME: Jenkins County HS 

PROJECT LOCATION: Jenkins County. GA 


CCGJOB#: 13-103-JWB 


CUSHMAN CONSULnNG GROUP. UC 

cw..J~ 30 1 Crayton Street. Suite 100 
•nt» Mderson. sc 2962 1 


0:864-556-0235 

SCALE: 1 inch =400 feet 

[)ATE: 06/2012013 Figure 2 

REVISION#: 0 

REV. DATE: N/A 
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Map Unit Symbol &Name 
CqB Cowarts loamy san 
OaA Dothan loamy sand 
FsA Fuquay loamy sand 
Gra Grady sandy loam 
TzB Troup sand 

'0 D ...,..,.,.._.~ Site Hydric Rated Soils 
Gl_, 

CUSHMAN CONSUlTING GROUP. UC 
301 Croyton Street. Su ite 100 
A nderson. SC 29621 
0 : 864-556-0235 

PROJECT NAME: Jenkins County HS 
PROJECT LOCATlON: Jenkins County. GA 

CCGJOB#: 13-10~ 

Site Location 
USDA NRCS Soils Map 
Jenkins County 

SCALE. 1 inch =400 feet 
DATE: 0612012013 figure 3 
REVISION #: 0 
REV. DATE: N/A 
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JENKINSCOUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
WETLAND CROSS SECTION- EAST WEST 

DRN. 

DATE: 09/20/13JAMES W. BUCKLEY &ASSOCIATES, INC.- ARCHITECTS, CIVIL ENGINEERS 
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E.$11ng Slte Plan 
Jenkins Co unty High School Athletic Fa c ility Expansion 

Millen, Jenldns County. G$ltgla 

Pn:oject ES0603l 

Oala: Aug 2006 

Or.m/C!'M AJSIBS 

Figure: z 



PmjiiCI Sll• Plan 
Jenkins County High School Athletic Fac Ulty Expansion 

Millon, Jtnld,. CGullly. Geotgla 

P<altct ES00033 .00 

Dole Au;. 2008 

Dnwn/CIIkd: AJSIBS 

Fll)ln: l 
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 Figure: 4 
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Ad verse mpact Factors 
Factor O ptions 

Dominant Fill Dredge Impound Drain Flood Clear Shade 
Effect 2 1.8 1.6 1.4 1.2 I 0.5 

Duration of 7+ years 5-7 years 3-5 years 1-3 years < I year 
Effects 2 I.S I o.s 0. 1 

Existing Class I Class 2 Class3 Class 4 Class 5 
Condition 2 1.5 I o.s 0. 1 

Lost Kind Kind A Kind B KindC Kind D Kind E 
2 1.5 I 0.5 0. 1 

Preventability High Moderate 0 :-.lone 

2 l.5 0.5 0 

Rarity Ranking Rare Uncommon Common 
2 0 .5 0.1 

t These factors are determm<d on a case-by-case basts. 

REQ UI RED MITIGATION CREDITS WORKSHEET 

--j 

Factor 
Dominant 

E.IT~ct 

Duration of 
EITc~:t 

Existing 
Condllion 
Lost Kind 

Prt:ventubility 

Rarity R,mking 

Wetland A 

2 

2 

0.1 

0.1 
0.5 

0.1 

. '-,-1, ~ Sum nfr 
F~~:lurs 

lmpactcJ Area 

R X .\/\ ­

4.8 

151 

7.2-1 8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total Required C r edits • l: (R x AA) =I 7.2 ~8 

March 2004 Attachment B 
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