


Approximately 1,810 linear feet of perennial and intermittent streams and
approximately 1.55 acres of wetland, open waters, and ephemeral channels will be
permanently impacted and approximately 1.14 acres of wetland will be temporarily
impacted. Compensatory mitigation requirements total 8,510.6 stream mitigation credits
and 16.18 wetland mitigation credits. These credits may be withdrawn from a U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers approved mitigation bank that serves the Little River
watershed (HUC 03060105). Per the Corps Regulatory In lieu fee Bank Information
Tracking System (RIBITS) database on December 8, 2014, the banks in the primary
service area with available credits include Butler Creek, Little River, Mason Branch, and
Wahachee Creek. There are no banks in the primary service area with wetland credits.
The only banks in the secondary service area are Goat Farm and Middle Oconee
Mitigation Banks. However, there are not credits to purchase to meet the needs for this
project. Therefore, depending on the number of wetland credits available at the time of
purchase, the Department is requesting approval to purchase all or any remaining
wetland credits through the Georgia Land Trust In-Lieu Fee Program.

BACKGROUND

This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from both the Corps
and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work may also require local
governmental approval.

This project is federally funded and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is
the lead federal agency responsible for coordination and consultation under Section
7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act and Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.

The wetland boundaries shown on the project drawings have not yet been verified by
the Corps. If the Corps determines that the boundaries of the wetlands/waters are
substantially inaccurate, a new public notice may be published.

STATE OF GEORGIA

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection Division, intends to certify this project at the end of 30 days in
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, which is required
for a Federal Permit to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the waters of the State of
Georgia. Copies of the application and supporting documents relative to a specific
application will be available for review and copying at the office of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, Water Protection
Branch, 4220 International Parkway, Suite 101, Atlanta, Georgia 30354, during regular
office hours. A copier machine is available for public use at a charge of 25 cents per
page. Any person who desires to comment, object, or request a public hearing relative
to State Water Quality Certification must do so within 30 days of the State's receipt of
application in writing and state the reasons or basis of objections or request for a




hearing. The application can be reviewed in the Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Regulatory Division, 100 West Oglethorpe Avenue Savannah, Georgia
31401-3640.

State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or
other appropriate instrument.

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army permit.

Cultural Resources Assessment: The FHWA has reviewed this project in accordance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. In compliance with
Section 106, Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) surveyed the project area
for historic and archeological resources, including those on or eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The corridor has been surveyed multiple
times during the life of the project. Based on the current alignment and all surveys to
date, 10 historic resources and two archaeological resources are located in the Area of
Potential Effect (APE) of the project for a total of 12 resources. These resources are
listed as follows: the Pinehill Firetower, the Burdette Barn, Fernacres Farm, Property
#20, the Madden Property, the James Crosby House, the Clifford Shank House, the
Kortrey House, the William Leverett House, the Reverend West Cemetery, Site 9WS29,
and Site 9MF38. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurred with these
determinations of eligibility. The SHPO also concurred with the finding of no effect for
Site 9MS29 and the Reverend West Cemetery; Conditional No Adverse Effect to Site
9MF38; No Adverse Effect for Pinehill Firetower, Fernacres Farm, Property #20, the
Madden Property, the James Crosby House, the Clifford Shank House, the Kortrey
House, and the William Leverett House; and an adverse effect to the Burdette Barn.
Per the condition set forth in the 2006 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between
SHPO, GDOT, and FHWA, data recovery of Site 9MF38 was implemented according to
the research design contained in Appendix D of the September 1997 effects report.
Additionally, a landscape plan was designed, approved by SHPO, and incorporated into
the construction plans as mitigation for the adverse effect to the Burdette Barn per the
2006 MOA.

Section 106 is complete for the subject project but for the outstanding archaeological
survey of recent changes within the APE requiring an Archaeological Resources
Protection Act (ARPA) permit. That survey will be completed upon receipt of the ARPA
permit anticipated before the end of February 2015.



The FHWA, as lead federal agency for this proposed road improvement project, has
responsibility to ensure that the project complies with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and subsequent amendments. Also, if cultural
resources are identified on the project site, FHWA would be required to complete
coordination/consultation pursuant to Section 106 of the NHPA. Based on this, the
Corps did not make an effect determination with regards to Section 106 of the NHPA for
the proposed project.

Endangered Species: The FHWA, the lead federal agency, has reviewed this project
in accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Based on review
of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (Georgia DNR) and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) databases, current federally listed species within McDuffie
and Wilkes Counties include the federal candidate gopher tortoise (Gopherus
polyphemus), federally threatened little amphianthus (Amphianthus pusillus), federally
endangered Michaux’s sumac (Rhus michauxii), and the federally endangered relict
trillium (Trillium religuum). Surveys for these protected species were completed in
March 2014, and findings concluded that there is no habitat present for the gopher
tortoise, Michaux’s sumac, or little amphianthus; therefore, this project would have “no
effect” on these species. Potential habitat was observed for the relict trillium but no
individuals were observed during surveys; therefore the project “may affect, but is not
likely to adversely affect this species. The FHWA initiated Informal Section 7 for
federally listed species on December 19, 2014. Concurrence from USFWS for effects
to federally listed species was received on January 8, 2015.

FHWA initiated Informal Section 7 on May 4, 2006 stating the project “may affect, but
is not likely to adversely affect” the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), which has
since be delisted from the Endangered Species Act but is still protected under the Bald
and Golden Eagle Protection Act, and the determination letter also stated that the
project would have no significant adverse effect on the Georgia aster (Symphyotrichum
georgianum), then listed as a federal candidate species. In a letter dated July 3, 2006,
USFWS concurred with the “not likely to adversely affect” the bald eagle; however,
USFWS stated that they did not concur with the finding of “no effect” for the Georgia
aster and recommended further sampling. In a letter dated June 13, 2012, GDOT
requested no “take” of species covered under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
Act, no signification adverse effect for the federal candidate Georgia aster, and stated
that two populations of Georgia aster would be relocated. The Georgia aster has since
been removed from the Endangered Species List as a candidate species.

The FHWA, as lead federal agency for this proposed action, would meet all lead
federal agency responsibilities pursuant to Section 7 of the ESA. Therefore, the
Corps did not make an effects determination with regard to Section 7 of the ESA for
the proposed project.



Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

A copy of the Environmental Assessment approved by the FHWA for the subject
project is available for review at the Federal Highway Administration, Atlanta Federal
Center, 61 Forsyth Street, SW., Suite 17th Floor, Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8821 and
GDOT'’s Office of Environmental Services, One Georgia Center, 16th Floor, 600 West
Peachtree Street, NW, Atlanta, Georgia 30808-3607.

Consideration of Public Comments: The Corps is soliciting comments from the
public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native American Tribes; and
other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether
to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision,
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties,
water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or
an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine
the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: The proposed activity involves the
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Savannah
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application for a
Department of the Army permit. Requests for public hearings shall state, with
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee,
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the
proposed project.




Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department
of the Army permit should submit comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention: Mr. William M. Rutlin, 100 West
Oglethorpe Avenue Savannah, Georgia 31401-3640, no later than 30 days from the
date of this notice. Please refer to the applicant's name and the application number in
your comments.

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. William
M. Rutlin, Project Manager, Coastal Branch at 912-652-5893.

**3 Encls

1. Project Vicinity Map

2. State and Federal Waters Map (19 pages)
3. Waters Impact Tables (4 pages)
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