


The project's current design would impact 2,167 linear feet perennial, inter nittent, and 
ephemeral streams and 1.54 wetland acres. The impacts would require 9, )77.8 stream 
credits and 7.7 wetland mitigation credit. The Georgia Department of Tram portation 
proposes to purchase stream mitigation credits from the following banks Bdrnett Farms, 
Blue Creek, CarroHton Mills, Hogansville, Ossahatchie Creek, Pine Mountc in, Tower 
Road I, and/or Wehadkee Farms. Wetland mitigation credits may be purch 1sed from 
Carrollton Mills and/or Wehadkee Mitigation Banks if available. If wetland ;redits are 
not available in the primary service area, the applicant purposed to purcha ;e the 7.7 
wetland mitigation credits from the secondary service area. The mitigation )anks 
available in the secondary service area include Flint River, Potato Creek I ' ind Potato 
Creek 2 

BACKGROUND 

This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from bot 1 the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and the State of Georgia. The applicant's propm ed work may 
also require local governmental approval. 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

Water Qualitv Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resoun es, 
Environmental Protection Division, intends to certify this project at the end )f 30 days in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, whil h is required 
for a Federal Permit to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the waters oft 1e State of 
Georgia. Copies of the application and supporting documents relative to a specific 
application will be available for review and copying at the office of the Geor ~ia 
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, Watc rshed 
Protection Branch, 2 MLK Jr. Drive, Suite 418, Atlanta, Georgia 30334, du ·ing regular 
office hours. A copier machine is available for public use at a charge of 10 cents per 
page. All coastal projects are filed at our Brunswick office and will need to ::>e requested 
from Mr. Bradley Smith at Bradley.Smith@dnr.ga.gov. Any person who de >ires to 
comment, object, or request a public hearing relative to State Water Qualit~ Certification 
must do so within 30 days of the State's receipt of application in writing anc state the 
reasons or basis of objections or request for a hearing. The application ca11 be 
reviewed in the Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulate 1ry Division, 
Piedmont Branch, Lanier Field Office Post Office Box 528, Buford, Georgia 30515. 

State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from 
the State of Georg;ia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lea~ e, permit or 
other appropriate instrument. 
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U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 


The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of th< · applicant's 
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Am y Permit. 

Cultural Resources Assessment: The applicant has previously surveyec the project 
corridor in respect to historic and archaeological resources. The historic rE sources 
survey report dated June 14, 2007 identified 11 historic resources determi1 ed eligible 
for listing in the National Register. A second survey was conducted Augus· 2014, and 7 
of the previously identified within one kilometer of the project were identifie j_ The US 
Army Corps of Engineers and Georgia State Historic Preservation Office a cheologists 
will review the above mentioned resources. 

Endangered Species: Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Spec ies Act of 
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we request information from t 1e U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department >f 
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National M irine 
Fisheries Service; or, any other interested party, on whether any species Ii ;ted or 
proposed for listing may be present in the area. 

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be b 1sed on an 
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the prop >sed activity 
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for bo· h protection 
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may >e expected 
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably fore~ aeable 
detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be consi jered 
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, ec momics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, 1sh and 
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shor ~line erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, en ~rgy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of propert) ownership 
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 

Consideration of Public Comments: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers s soliciting 
comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; rlative 
American Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and eval 1ate the 
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be consider£ d by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, cond tion or deny 
a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to a~ sess 
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Cc mments are 
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Enviror mental 
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Com nents are 
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also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the :werall public 
interest of the proposed activity. 

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: The proposed activity invol 1es the 
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. l he Savannah 
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the publ ic interest will ir elude 
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environme ital 
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Wat•:r Act. 

Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment reriod 
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this applic ~tion for a 
Department of the Army permit. Requests for public hearings shall state, \ rith 
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whnther to hold 
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designat ~d appointee, 
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evah ating the 
proposed project. 

Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a )epartment 
of the Army Permit should submit comments in writing to the Commander, J.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention: Natalie Edwards, Piedmc int Branch, 
Lanier Field Office, Post Office Box 528, Buford , Georgia 30515, no later ti an 30 days 
from the date of this notice. Please refer to the applicant's name and the &Jplication 
number in your comments. 

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact 'v1s. Natalie 
Edwards, Project Manager, Piedmont Branch at (678) 804-5228. 

Enclosures 

1. Project Area Map Figure 1 
2. NWI Georgia Map Figure 3a-3j 
3. Crossroads Plans 14-001 thru 14-020 
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