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DEEPER SAVANNAH HARBOR TO BENEFIT NATION $115 MILLION A YEAR 
 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA – Deepening the Savannah Harbor to 47 or 48 feet will bring more than $115 million in 
annual economic benefits to the United States, according to an analysis by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
Economists and project managers from the Corps’ Savannah District will explain the results of this study during a 
public workshop to be held 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Dec. 15, at the Savannah Civic Center. The public may “come and go” 
at any time during the workshop. 
 
Savannah has the fastest growing container port in the nation but has the shallowest depth of its major worldwide 
trading partners. The harbor’s current 42-foot depth limits efficiencies and increases transportation costs. Deepening 
the harbor will lower transportation costs, according to the report. Lower transportation costs can translate into lower 
consumer product costs. 
 
A deeper shipping channel allows larger and fewer ships to call on the port. Unloading and reloading fewer ships 
would be faster allowing goods to move in and out of the port more quickly. Fewer, larger ships also lessen 
congestion in the harbor, according to the report. A deeper channel also means larger ships can enter and leave with 
less delay waiting for high tides. 
 
The details on the project are contained in the draft General Re-Evaluation Report and draft Environmental Impact 
Statement, released by the Corps on Nov 15. In addition to economists and project managers, the workshop will give 
the public an opportunity to talk with environmental specialists, engineers, and biologists about the harbor 
deepening, ask questions, and submit comments.   
 
The study, authorized by Congress, reflects an extensive analysis of the engineering alternatives, environmental 
impacts, and economic costs and benefits of deepening the Savannah Harbor and shipping channel. Funded by the 
federal government and the state of Georgia, the economic study examined the characteristics of the future 
international shipping fleet, harbor commerce, current and future trade routes, and the capacity of the Garden City 
terminal on the Savannah River. 
 
Deepening to 47 feet provides the greatest net benefits to the nation. Other benefits, which cannot be considered by 
the Corps of Engineers since they would not affect the entire nation, may also exist for the “Maximum Authorized 
Depth” of 48 feet. The State of Georgia has indicated its desire to pay an extra amount in construction and annual 
maintenance costs of dredging from 47 to 48 feet deep. 
 
Projections in the report indicate that the number of 20-foot equivalent units (the standard measure for cargo 
containers) passing through Savannah Harbor will rise from 2.7 million in 2010 to 6.5 million by 2032. The current 
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expansion of the Panama Canal will allow larger ships with deeper drafts to sail directly from Asia to the American 
East Coast.  
 
“Our proposal to deepen the Savannah Harbor has many complex aspects,” said Col. Jeff Hall, Savannah District 
Commander. “This workshop will bring together experts in all our research areas to help the community understand 
the details of the project – the engineering, economic and environmental aspects and issues of deepening the 
harbor.” 
 
Workshop details 
 
The workshop will be held on the second floor of the Savannah Civic Center, at the corner of Liberty and 
Montgomery Streets. 
 
Hours are 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and participants may attend anytime between those hours. Parking is free for workshop 
participants.  
 
The Corps will provide stations for the public to submit written comments and record oral statements. Written and 
oral comments become part of the official record for the Savannah Harbor Expansion Project and will be addressed 
in the final documents. 
 
The public comment period for the draft General Re-Evaluation Report and the Environmental Impact Statement 
runs until Jan. 10, 2011.  
 
The Corps will continue to update the public concerning the report and workshop online at www.sas.usace.army.mil 
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Media note: Col. Jeff Hall, commander of the Savannah District, will hold a short news conference at the opening of 
the workshop. Media should arrive at the Savannah Civic Center by 3:45 p.m. to be in place for the news 
conference. Questions should be directed to the Savannah District Corporate Communications Office at 912.652-
5279. 

 
Note to TV broadcast media: The Savannah District Corporate Communications Office has provided, high-
definition video b-roll in .avi format. Run Time :45.  Includes shots of River St., a working dredge, and container ships 
at GPA’s Garden City terminal.  Download these visuals at ftp://ftp.usace.army.mil/pub/sas under the folder PRESS 
RELEASE B-ROLL. To download file, click on the file link to open and select ‘File’ and ‘Save As.’ Save in a 
designated place on your computer. Select visuals will remain available for download until Dec. 15. If you need the 
file in another format or wish to gather your own visuals, please call Sandra Hudson at 912-652-5760. 
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