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Recent drownings shed light on importance of wearing life jackets 
 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA – Officials from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Savannah District recorded six fatalities 
so far this fiscal year at the district’s three dams and reservoirs along the Upper Savannah River—lakes Thurmond, 
Russell and Hartwell—most of which could have been prevented had the person been wearing a life jacket. 
 
Since the summer recreation season began Memorial Day weekend, Corps park rangers and emergency personnel 
have recovered two bodies each from Russell and Hartwell Lakes. None were wearing life jackets. 
 
The numbers are up from this time last fiscal year, when the Corps had recorded a total of four recreation fatalities at 
lakes Hartwell and Thurmond and none at Lake Russell. 
 
“Many times, fatalities at Corps lakes could be prevented if sound judgment and smart water safety decisions are 
made,” said Ryan Hartwig, natural resources program manager. “We’ve seen instances this year of boats capsizing 
in rough weather, people not using a kill switch on their watercraft, swimming in non-designated areas, even jumping 
50 feet from a train trestle into the lake.”  
 
“The Corps strongly urges EVERYONE to wear a Coast Guard-approved life jacket—and wear it properly—when 
they are in, on or near the lake,” Hartwig said. “But it’s just as important to avoid alcohol use while recreating at the 
lake and to remain vigilant of your surroundings. We want people to have fun at our lakes, but fun should never 
compromise your safety and well-being.” 
 
For more information on water safety, visit www.safeboatingcampaign.com  
Watch a boating safety video clip from the U.S. Coast Guard at: http://www.youtube.com/user/USCGBoatingSafety  
 

-30- 
 
NOTE TO BROADCAST MEDIA: SOUNDBITE AVAILABLE IN QUICKTIME FORMAT 
 
ftp://ftp.usace.army.mil/pub/sas/VIDEOS/WATER%20SAFETY%20SOUNDBITE/ 
RT :20 
Font: David Quebedeaux / Park Ranger, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, J. Strom Thurmond Dam and Lake 
 
For information about the audio and video files, contact Sandra Hudson, 912.652.5760 or 
sandra.d.hudson@usace.army.mil 
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