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Richard B. Russell staff urges public to wear life jackets at the lake  
“Three fatalities this summer is three too many” 

 
 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA – Team members of the Richard B. Russell Dam and Lake Project in Elberton, Ga., remind 
the public to take extra precautions when recreating on the lake throughout the summer. 
 
Since the Memorial Day weekend, three recreation-related fatalities have occurred on the lake. None of the victims 
wore life jackets.  
 
The most recent fatality occurred Monday and was the first time in four years that deaths occurred on the Corps of 
Engineers Savannah District’s reservoirs on an Independence Day weekend. 
 
The fatality occurred when an adult male, who was swimming with a church group in a designated swimming area, 
disappeared under the water early Monday afternoon. His body was recovered in 4 to 5 feet of water within 10 
minutes. 
 
“We always stress to swim within designated swimming areas and never to swim alone, but tragic instances like this 
one shed light on the importance of wearing a life jacket at all times when you are in the water—whether you think 
you’re a good swimmer or not,” said Park Ranger Erin Parnell. “It troubles everyone on our staff when someone 
doesn’t come home from the lake and a precious life is lost. Three fatalities this summer is three too many.”  
 
Other fatalities on the lake this summer included the drowning of a man who was swimming alone at night at Richard 
B. Russell State Park on May 30 and the drowning of another man who jumped from a 50-foot train trestle into the 
lake without a life jacket on June 5. 
 
“Two-thirds of the people who drown every year never had any intention of being in deep water, and most of those 
drownings took place within 10 to 30 feet of safety,” Parnell said. “Swimming in a lake is very different than 
swimming in a pool, because you can’t see through the water and there can be deep and sudden drop-offs below 
you. This is another reason why it’s important to wear a life jacket, know how to swim, and keep a close eye on your 
swimming buddy.” 
 
For more information on water safety, or to schedule a water safety presentation, call the Richard B. Russell project 
office toll free at 1-800-944-7207. 
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