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Water conservation measures slow the decline of Corps reservoirs in Savannah River Basin 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SAVANNAH, Ga. – Recent purchases of power by the Southeastern Power Administration from outside sources and the use of additional pump-back capability at Russell Dam have allowed the Corps of Engineers to temporarily reduce discharges from Lake Hartwell and reduce releases at Thurmond Dam to minimums.  This kept more water in the Hartwell, Russell, and Thurmond system of reservoirs. 
As a result of these conservation measures during drought, the pool at Hartwell fell slower than Thurmond which brought the pools out of balance.  The Savannah District strives to maintain a balance among the lakes to ensure equal access to water resources by all users. 
Over the next four weeks, Savannah District will move some water downstream from Hartwell Lake through Russell Lake to Thurmond Lake to bring reservoir levels back closer to balance, in keeping with the Savannah River Drought Contingency Plan.  Returning the lakes to balance is a coordinated effort of the Savannah District, resource agencies, and SEPA.
“Our water management team felt the additional water conservation measures would benefit the river system in the long-run despite the temporary imbalance,” said Col. Mark S. Held, Commander of the Savannah District.  “Operating the lakes in a balanced manner is still our management goal to help ensure that all users of these multi-purpose lakes are treated the same – recreation, hydropower, water quality, water supply, and ecosystems downstream.”

On Monday, Oct. 2, Lake Hartwell was 654.3 ft. above mean sea level (ft.-msl), but is expected to decline to 651.8 ft.-msl by Nov. 3.  Lake Thurmond was 321.9 ft.-msl Oct. 2, and is expected to be around 320.8 ft.-msl by Nov. 3.  Lake Russell was 474.7 ft.-msl Oct. 2, and typically fluctuates little due to its size and design.
The Army Corps lakes on the Savannah River entered Drought Contingency Level 2 on Aug. 28.  In Level 2 the average weekly discharge from Thurmond Dam can not exceed 4,000 cubic feet per second (cfs).   Inflow has averaged around 30 percent of normal at the Corps reservoirs. The continuing lack of rainfall has caused the decline in lake levels.
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