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SUSPENSION OF NATIONWIDE PERMIT 21 IN TIlE APPALACHIAN REGION OF 
KENTUCKY, OHIO, PENNSY L VAN IA, TENNESSEE, V IRGINIA, AND W EST VIRGINIA 

The U.S. Army Corps of Eng ineers (Corps) has suspended the usc of Nati onwide Permit 2 1 (NW P 21) in the 
Appalachian region of Kentucky, O hi o. Pennsylvania, Tennessee. Virg inia and West Virginia. and 
an nounced th is dec ision in the June 18, 2010, edit ion o rthe Federal Regi ster. NWP 2 1 has bee n lIsed to 
au tho rize disc harges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States for surface coa l minin g 
acti viti es. The suspension of NWP 2 1 is e ffecti ve immediately. 

On July 15,2009, the Corps publi shed a Federa l Register noti ce (74 FR 34311) to sol ic it public comm ent on 
the proposal to suspend NWP 21 . The dec is ion to suspend NWP 2 1 was made fo llowing the Corps 
consideration of comments rece ived durin g the pub lic comment period and oral test imony collected during 
publ ic heari ngs in each of tile six affected states. After a tho rou gh review and consideration of the 
comments. the Corps determined that continuing use of NWP 2 1 in thi s region may result in more than 
minima l impacts to aquatic resources. Acti vit ies that result in more than minima l impacts to th e aqu atic 
environment must be eva luated in accordance with Indi vidual Perm it procedu res. The Ind ividual Permi t 
process will result in increased pub lic in vo lvement in the permit eva luati on process. including an 
opponunity for public comment on ind iv id ual proj ects. 

Thi s suspension does not affect the availabil ity of NWP 2 1 in other geographic reg ions. NWP 21 
verifications prov ided in writing by the Corps to mining companies prior to June 18, 2010 will contin ue to 
be val id unt il the NWP expires on March 18, 20 12. District engineers may not modi fy prev iously issued 
NWP 2 1 verificati ons to authori ze additional di scharges of dredge or fill material into waters of the Uni ted 
States. 

While the suspension is in effect. ind iv idual s who seek authorization for d ischarges of dredged or fil l 
material into waters of the United States for surface coal mining projects in the affected region of these six 
sta tes will ha ve to apply fo r Depanment of the Army authori zati on under Section 404 of th e C lean Water 
Act through th e Indi vidual Permit process . 

For more in fo rmati on on this dec ision pl ease refer to the copy of the June 18, 201 0, Federa l Register notice 
on th e Corps Headquaners website at hlln;[I\\ \\ \\ .mace.MIll' .111 i I. C I C \\ IP:H.J.r.: :-. 11 npi . a~p, . 
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