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The Savannah District has reissued Regional Permit 25 (RP0025) pursuant to Section 10 of 
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.c. 1344). RP0025 authorizes performance of work in or affecting navigable waters of the 
United States and minor discharges of dredged and/or fill material in waters of the United States 
incidental to construction of boat ramps by Federal, State, county, and municipal agencies within 
the geographical limits of the State of Georgia for a period of five years. 

Specifically, RP0025 authorizes the filling and/or dredging of a maximum 0.1 acre of 
waters of the United States including vegetated wetland incidental to construction of public boat 
ramps. The permit also authorizes the discharge by construction agencies of up to 500 cubic 
yards of riprap for erosion control on side slopes of boat ramps and on upstream and downstream 
shorelines adjacent to proposed work. The riprap placed on side slopes must follow the existing 
shoreline and may not extend more than 100 feet on either side of each proposed boat ramp. No 
riprap may be placed in any vegetated wetland area. This Regional Permit authorizes 
construction and maintenance of floating dock facilities including fixed walkways, connecting 
ramps and floating docks. 

Background. The Savannah District first issued this Regional Permit on March 21, 1984, 
under 074 OYN GP0025, which expired March 21,1989. Since this time, this Regional Permit 
has been reissued about every five years, and expired on July 20,2006. 

Scope. The scope of RP0025 includes only those activities which are minor in nature. The 
Regional Permit does not authorize construction in or affecting navigable waters of the United 
States or discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States for construction of 
roadways, parking areas, picnic areas, restrooms, and other facilities which may be associated 
with public boatramp facilities. All construction must be in accordance with the guidelines and 
limitations set forth in the conditions of this Regional Permit. Work conducted under this 
Regional Permit may also require local governmental approval. 

Reporting and Acknowledgement Requirements. Any agency intending to use the 
Regional Permit must notify, in writing, the District Engineer, US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), Savannah District, Attn: Regulatory Division, P.O. Box 889, Savannah, Georgia 
31402-0889, at least 30 days prior to the proposed commencement of work. A permittee who 
intends to use this permit in USACE owned and operated lakes must also notify the Resource 



Manager of the appropriate lake. Such notification shall include the name and address of the 
permittee, the location of the proposed work, plan and profile drawings which contain the basic 
information as outlined in the drawing requirements checklist, the amount of rip rap to be used, 
the amount of material to be excavated, the location of the disposal site for the excavated 
material, and the written intention of the permittee to comply with all the terms and conditions of 
the Regional Permit. A description of all wetlands involved, including both type (composition) 
and amount of wetland to be affected should also be included. The permittee shall also furnish 
copies ofthe notification and information to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
(GADNR), Tennessee Valley Authority (if the proposed project is located in the Tennessee 
Valley River), the US Environmental Protection Division (EPA) and National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS). The addresses of these agencies are available at the Savannah District office. 

Exclusions. This Regional Permit would include a number of exclusions; among those 
exclusions would be boat ramps which would: 

a. be located on Wild and Scenic Rivers or rivers being actively studied for inclusion in 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers System 

b. affect sites listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 

c. be privately constructed, owned or operated 

d. be located in a critical habitat area 

e. be contrary to adopted land use or waterway development or protection planes). 

Individual Permits. Activities which are not specified in the Regional Permit or which 
would exceed the limitations of this permit would required an individual Department of the 
Army permit from USACE District office before work may be started. The Savannah District 
Engineer may also require an individual permit on a case-by-case basis if it is determined that 
authorization under this Regional Permit for a specific project would not be in the public's 
interest. 

Modification, Suspension or Revocation. The District Engineer may, by the following the 
procedures outlined in the USACE Regulatory Program (33 CFR 325.7), modify, suspend or 
revoke this Regional Permit for individual activities, categories of activities, or geographic areas 
if he feels it will be in the public's interest. The general public will be notified of such action by 
public notice. If the Regional Permit is revoked, an interested permittee may apply for an 
individual permit. 

If the Secretary of the Army or his authorized representative determines that there has been 
a violation of the terms and conditions of the Regional Permit, he may suspend or revoke the 
authorization for an individual project under the Regional Permit. In addition, failure to comply 
with the terms and conditions of the Regional Permit may also result in removal of structures, 
restoration of the waterway and/or imposition of penalties as provided by law. 
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Water Certification. On September 21,2006, the GADNR issued a general Water Quality 
Certification for the Regional Permit. 

State-owned Property and Resources. Boat ramps which encroach on State-owned bottom 
lands would also require assent from the State of Georgia which may be in the form of a license, 
easement, lease, permit, or other appropriate instrument. The applying agency may not construct 
a boat ramp under this proposed Regional Permit until assent is obtained from the State of 
Georgia for utilization of State-owned property or resources. Additional information may be 
obtained from Habitat Management Branch, Coastal Resources Division, Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources, 1 Conservation Way, Brunswick, Georgia 31523-8600, (telephone number 
912-264-7218). 

Marshland Protection. If coastal marshlands would be altered, authorization from the 
Georgia Coastal Marshlands Protection Community Act, Georgia Laws, 1970, p. 939 and as 
amended). If a Georgia Coastal Marshlands Protection Committee Permit is required, it must be 
obtained prior to application for authorization under this proposed Regional Permit. Additional 
information may be obtained from Ecological Services Branch, Coastal Resources Division, 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 1 Conservation Way, Brunswick, Georgia 31523-
8600, (telephone number 912-264-7218). 

Additional Information: For additional Information, Please contact the Regulatory 
Division, Savannah District at (912) 652-5347 or (800) 448-2402. 

Enclosure 
Regional Permit (8 pages) 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY REGIONAL PERMIT 

Regional Permit No. RP0025 
200601258 

Issued: May 16, 2007 Expiration: May 16, 2012 

Upon recommendation of the Chief of Engineers, pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) a 
general authority as outlined herein is hereby given to Federal, State, county and municipal 
agencIes. 

Authority is granted to discharge dredged and/or fill material in waters of the United States and 
to perform work in or affecting navigable waters of the United States incidental to boat ramp 
construction including floating dock facilities within the geographic limits of the State Of 
Georgia. Rip rap necessary for erosion control on the side slopes of the boat ramps and along 
adjacent shorelines, as well as minor excavation of material associated with construction of boat 
ramps is authorized under this Permit. Floating dock facilities would include fixed walkways, 
connecting ramps and floating docks. This authorization is subject to the following conditions. 

1. GENERAL CONDITIONS: 

a. That all activities identified and authorized herein shall be consistent with the terms and 
conditions of this permit; and that any activities not specifically identified and authorized herein 
shall constitute a violation of the terms and conditions of this permit which may result in the 
modification, suspension, or revocation of this permit, in whole or in part, as set forth more 
specifically in General Conditions "g" or "h" hereto, and in the institution of such legal 
proceedings as the United States Government may consider appropriate, whether or not this 
permit has been previously modified, suspended, or revoked in whole or in part. 

b. That permittee shall make every reasonable effort to prosecute the work authorized herein 
in a manner so as to avoid or minimize any adverse impact of the work on fish, wildlife, and 
natural environmental values. 

c. That permittee shall prosecute the work authorized herein in a manner so as to minimize 
any degradation of water quality. 

d. That this Regional Permit does not convey any property rights, either in real estate or 
material, or any exclusive privileges; and that it does not authorize any injury to property or 
invasion of rights or any infringement of federal, state, or local laws or regulations. 

e. That this Regional Permit does not obviate the requirement to obtain state or local assent 
required by law for the activity authorized herein. 



f. That this Regional Permit does not authorize the interference with any existing or proposed 
Federal project and the permittee shall not be entitled to compensation for damage or injury to 
the structures or work authorized herein which may be caused by or result from existing or future 
operations undertaken by the United States in the public interest. 

g. That this Regional Permit may be summarily suspended, in whole or in part, upon a finding 
by the District Engineer that immediate suspension of the activity authorized herein would be in 
the general public interest. Such suspension shall be effective upon receipt by a permittee of a 
written notice thereof which shall indicate: (1) the extent of the suspension, (2) the reasons for 
this action, and (3) any corrective or preventative measures to be taken by a permittee which are 
deemed necessary by the District Engineer to abate imminent hazards to the general public 
interest. A permittee shall take immediate action to comply with the provisions of this notice. 
Within 10 days following receipt of this notice of suspension, the permittee may request a hearing 
in order to present information relevant to a decision as to whether his permit should be 
reinstated, modified, or revoked. If a hearing is requested, it shall be conducted pursuant to 
procedures prescribed by the Chief of Engineers. After completion of the hearing, or within a 
reasonable time after issuance of the suspension notice to the permittee, if no hearing is 
requested, the permit will either be reinstated, modified, or revoked. Following a revocation, any 
future activities in areas covered by the Regional Permit will be processed as individual 
applications. 

h. That work authorized by this Regional Permit for an individual project may be suspended 
or the authorization for the individual project revoked if the Secretary of the Army or his 
authorized representative determines that there has been a violation ofthe terms and conditions 
of the Regional Permit. Work underway at the time of suspension will be evaluated on an 
individual basis to ascertain if it should be allowed to continue to its completion under the 
authority of the Regional Permit. In those instances where it is determined that the work has an 
adverse effect on the public interest, the authorization of the Regional Permit for that particular 
project may be revoked. A full public review will be made of the project to ascertain if a 
Department ofthe Army permit for the project should be issued to allow completion of the 
project. 

i. That any modification, suspension, or revocation of this Regional Permit shall not be the 
basis for any claim for damages against the United States. 

j. That if the activity authorized herein is not completed on or before 3 years from the date of 
issuance of the notification, this permit if not previously revoked or specifically extended, shall 
automatically expire. 

k. That this Regional Permit does not authorize the construction of particular structures, the 
authorization or approval of which may require authorization by the Congress or other agencies 
of the Federal Government. 
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1. That if and when a permittee desires to abandon the activity authorized herein, unless such 
abandonment is part of a transfer procedure by which a permittee is transferring his interests 
herein to a third party, he must restore the area to a condition satisfactory to the District 
Engineer. 

m. That there shall be no unreasonable interference with navigation by the existence or use of 
the activity authorized herein. 

n. That if the permittee during the prosecution of the work authorized herein encounters a 
previously unidentified archeological or other cultural resource that might be eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places, he shall cease work and immediately notify the Savannah 
District Engineer for the appropriate action. 

o. That permittee shall permit the District Engineer or his authorized representative(s) or 
designee(s) to make periodic inspections at any time deemed necessary in order to assure that the 
activity being performed under authority of this permit is in accordance with the terms and 
conditions prescribed herein. 

p. This permit shall become effective on the date of the District Engineer's signature. 

q. That permittee shall maintain the structure or work authorized herein in good condition. 

r. The permitee understands and agrees that, if future operations by the United States require 
the removal, relocation, or other alteration, of the structure or work herein authorized, or if, in 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his authorized representative, said structure or work 
shall cause unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable waters, the permittee 
will be required, upon due notice from the Corps of Engineers, to remove, relocate, or alter the 
structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the United States. No claim 
shall be made against the United States on account of any such removal or alteration. 

II. SPECIAL CONDITIONS: 

a. That the permittee intending to use this Regional Permit shall notify the District Engineer 
in writing at least 30 days in advance. The permitee shall notify the appropriate U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Office designated to service that county in which proposed work would be 
performed (encl 1). Such notification shall include the name and address of the permittee, the 
location of the proposed work, plan and profile drawings which contain the basic information as 
outlined in the drawing requirements checklist (enc1 2), the amount of riprap to be used, the 
amount of material to be excavated, the location of the disposal site for the excavated material; a 
statement of "no objection" and/or a list of names and addresses of all landowners who have 
property adjoining or abutting the tract/parcel of land within which the proposed project is to be 
located or may impact and the written intention of the permittee to comply with all the terms and 
conditions of the Regional Permit. 
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b. That the work will not be performed until the Savannah District Engineer notifies the 
permittee in writing that the work is within the scope ofthe permit. 

c. That this Regional Permit does not authorize construction of roadways, parking areas, 
picnic areas, rest rooms and facilities other than floating dock facilities associated with public 
boat ramps. 

d. That this Regional Permit does not authorize riprap in excess of 500 cubic yards. 

e. That riprap placed along the shoreline adjacent to the boat ramp will not extend more than 
100 feet on either side of the center line of the boat ramp. 

f. That riprap placed along the adjacent shoreline will follow the existing shoreline, and that 
no riprap will be placed in any vegetated wetland area. 

g. That excavation for construction of the boat ramp may not exceed 1,000 cubic yards. 

h. That this Regional Permit does not authorize the dredging of access channels. 

i. That the area of waters ofthe United States dredged and/or filled to facilitate construction 
of the boat ramp will not exceed O.l acre. 

j. That excavated material be disposed of at a suitable upland site. 

k. That the permittee, upon receipt of notice of revocation ofthe Regional Permit shall, 
without expense to the United States and in such time and manner as the Secretary of the Army 
or his representative may direct, restore the waterway to its former condition. If the permittee 
fails to comply with the direction of the Secretary, the waterway may be restored and the cost 
recovered from the permittee. 

1. That if the display of lights and signals on any structure or work authorized herein is not 
otherwise provided for by law, such fixtures as may be prescribed by the United States Coast 
Guard shall be installed by and at the expense of the permittee. 

rn. That the discharge will not be located in the proximity of a public water supply intake. 

n. That the discharge will be free of toxic pollutants and cultural remnants. 

o. That no dredged or fill material will be discharged into waterways designated as "Drinking 
Water Supply" , "Wild River", or "Scenic River", or which are being studied for possible 
inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers program. 

p. That the fill created by the discharge will be properly maintained to prevent erosion. 

q. That the activity will not relocate a stream or river channel. 
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r. That boat ramps constructed under the authority of this permit shall be located, designed, 
constructed and operated to minimize erosion and sediment damage to adjacent properties. 

s. That the proposed work conforms to adopted land use plans, waterway development or 
protection plans and/or zoning. 

t. That if a permittee encounters a threatened or endangered species within the project site or 
within 112 mile of the site, the permittee will notify the Savannah District Engineer and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

u. That the discharge will not destroy a threatened or endangered species as identified under 
the Endangered Species Act. 

v. That the discharge will not occur in a designated critical habitat area of any threatened or 
endangered species. 

w. That prior to discharge of dredged and/or fill material or the construction of structures in 
waters within the Tennessee River Valley, the permittee must obtain approval from the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. 

x. That prior to conducting work which would involve use of property or resources owned by 
the State of Georgia, the permittee will obtain approval from the State of Georgia. 

y. A permittee who intends to use this permit in US Army Corps of Engineers owned and 
operated lakes must also notify or obtain prior approval from the Resource Manager of the 
appropriate lake. 

z. Projects authorized under this permit but not commenced before the expiration date must 
be re-coordinated. 

aa. The fixed walkway maximum width is 6 feet. 

bb. The floating dock maximum area is 600 square feet 

cc. The channelward face of the structure(s), or any portion ofthe structure(s), may be 
located channel ward from the low tide or normal low water line a maximum distance of 50 feet 
or 1/3 of the channel width, whichever is less. The term "channel width", as used in this general 
permit, means the distance between the low tide or low water line on one side of the waterway 
and the low tide or low water line on the opposite side. For those waterways which have 
essentially no water during the low tide or low water, the "channel width" is the distance from 
the marsh or vegetation line on one side of the channel to the vegetation line on the opposite 
side. The District Engineer or authorized representative may, on an individual basis, reduce the 
channelward distance as necessary for navigation. 

dd. No fixed nor floating docks shall be constructed over marsh vegetation or or oyster reefs. 
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ee. That use of the permitted activity must not interfere with the public's right to free 
navigation on navigable waters of the United States. 

ff. That permittee hereby recognizes the possibility that the structure permitted herein may be 
subject to damage by natural forces and by wave wash from passing vessels. The issuance of 
this Programmatic General Permit does not relieve a permittee from taking all proper steps to 
insure the integrity of the structure permitted herein and the safety of boats moored thereto from 
damage by wave wash and natural forces, and a permittee shall not hold the United States or the 
State of Georgia liable for any such damage. 

gg. That flotation units of floating facilities shall be constructed of material which will not 
become waterlogged or sink when punctured. 

hh. The dock shall not be used for human habitation and there shall be no discharge from the 
dock into the water. There shall be no toilet or fueling facilities allowed on the structures. 

ii. That no other structure or covers, not specifically authorized herein, shall be constructed 
on the dock facility without prior Department of the Army approval. 

jj. That the dock structure shall not be located more than 50' from the boat ramp. 

kk. Prior to the commencement of work in jurisdictional waters of the United States, you 
shall obtain a stream buffer variance as defined in the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control Act of 1975, as amended, or a statement from that agency that a variance is not 
required. The applicant should submit a complete Stream Buffer Variance application to the 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division, Watershed Protection Branch, Non-Point Source 
Program, 4220 International Parkway, Suite 101, Atlanta, Georgia 31354. 

BY AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 

~~ For Mark S. Held 
Colonel, US Army 
District Commander 

E/lb/01 
Date 
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RP0025 

DRA WING REQUIREMENTS AND CHECKLIST 

1. GENERAL 
( ) Submit drawings on 8 112 X 11 inch paper. Submit the fewest of sheets necessary to 

adequitely show the proposed activity. Drawings should be in accordance with the 
general format of the enclosed sample drawing and must be of good reproducible quality. 

( ) A 1 inch margin should be left at the top edge of each sheet for binding purposes. 
( ) Since drawings must be reproduced photographically, color shading cannot be used. 

Drawings may show work as dot shading, hatching, cross~hatching, or similar graphic 
symbols. 

( ) Show the distance between proposed activity and navigation channel where applicable. 

2. VICINITY MAP 
( ) Show location of the activity site including latitude and longitude. 
( ) Show name of waterway. 
( ) Show name of and distance to local town, community, or other identifying location. 
( ) Identify map or chart from which vicinity map was taken, if applicable. 
( ) Show graphic scale. 
( ) Show north arrow. 

3. PLAN VIEW 
( ) Show existing shorelines. 
( ) Show ebb and flow in tidal waters and direction of flow in rivers, 
( ) Show graphic scale. 
( ) Show north arrow. 
( ). Show mean high water line 
( ) Show mean low water line 
( ) Show the marshline and indicate areas covered with marsh vegetation. 
( ) Show distance across waterway at proposed site of construction (mean low water to mean 

low water) 
( ) Show principle dimensions of structure or work and extend of encroachment beyond the 

applicable high water line. 
( ) Show and identify docks immediately adjacent to the proposed dock including permit 

numbers if known. 
( ) Show distance from the upstream andlor downstream ends of the proposed dock to the 

adjacent docks. 
( ) Show your property lines and identify adjacent property owners. (On narrow waterways 

the property owner on the opposite shore must also be identified.) 
( ) Show location of riprap. 

4. ELEV A TION AND/OR SECTION VIEWS 
( ) Show same water elevations as for plan view. 
( ) Show depth at waterward face of proposed work. 
( ) If a float or pile supported platform is proposed, show dimensions and identify any 

structures to be erected thereon. 
( ) Show graphic scale. 

5. NOTES ON DRAWING 
( ) List names of adjacent property owners whose property also adjoins the water if not 

shown in plan view. 
( ) State datum (mean sea level, mean high water, mean low water) used in plan and 

elevation views. 
( ) Indicate amount of material to be excavated and where it will be disposed of. 
( ) Indicate amount and type of wetland to be filled. 
( ) Indicate amount of riprap to be used. 
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