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Significant Events 
Since Last 

Full SEG Meeting 
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Significant Events 
 
 

  Received Biological Opinion from NOAA 
 

  Completed additional analyses of potential 
impacts to chloride levels at City of 
Savannah’s water intake in Abercorn Creek 
  Identified need to mitigate 
  Developed mitigation plan 

 

  Received SC water quality certification 
 

  Received SC coastal zone consistency 
concurrence 
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Revised Design for 
SNS Passage 

at New Savannah Bluff 
Lock & Dam 
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SNS Passage at NSBL&D 
 

  January – NOAA commented on Draft EIS 
 Concern that the design may be too small 
(capture 600 CFS) 

 

  April – Corps convened a fish passage 
workshop 
 

  May – Corps proposed revised design for 
passage of SNS at New Savannah Bluff Lock & 
Dam 
 Larger - capture 9,000 CFS (entire river) 
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Fish 
Passage 
Design in 
Draft EIS   
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Fish Passage Design in Final EIS  
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NOAA 
Biological Opinion 



BUILDING STRONG® 9 

NOAA Biological Opinion 

 
Jul – NOAA provided draft Biological Opinion 

•  Sea turtles, whales, sturgeon 
•  Timing of construction, Monitoring, 
Dissolved oxygen, Tissue sampling, Research 

 
Nov – NOAA provided final Biological Opinion   
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Major Portions of 
NOAA Biological Opinion 

 
 

  Reasonable and Prudent Measures 
 

  Shortnose sturgeon 
  Sea turtles  
 

  Terms and Conditions 
 
  Conservation Recommendations 
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Reasonable & Prudent Measures 
Shortnose Sturgeon 

 
  Implement safe and effective fish passage in a 
timely manner 
 

  Protective measures during construction in 
harbor 
 

  Comprehensive Monitoring and Adaptive 
Management Plan 
 

  Dissolved oxygen levels 
 

  Tissue sampling, tagging and reporting 
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Reasonable & Prudent Measures 
Sea Turtles 

 
 
 

  Observers and Dredged Material Screening 
 
  Deflector Dragheads 
 
  Relocation Trawling 
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Chloride Impacts at 
City of Savannah’s 

Water Intake 
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SC Water Quality 
Certification 
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SC Water Quality Certification 
 
 

  03 Mar – DHEC letter expresses concerns 
 

  30 Mar – Corps response 
 

  12 May – Corps & DHEC met to discuss issues 
 

  13 & 18 May – Corps provided additional 
information 
 

  01 Jun – Corps holds meeting of Wetlands 
Interagency Coordination Team 
 

  16 Jun – DHEC letter expresses continued 
concern and requests additional info 
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SC Water Quality Certification 
 
 

 

  13 & 17 Jul – Corps provided additional info 
 

  27 Jul & 01 Aug – Corps provided reports of 
additional analyses 
 

  01 Aug – Corps provided additional information 
 

  30 Sep – DHEC letter stated staff intent to deny 
certification 
 

  07 Oct – Corps requested Final Review 
Conference with DHEC Board   



BUILDING STRONG® 17 

SC Water Quality Certification 
 

  28 Oct – Corps & DHEC met to discuss issues 
 

  04 Nov – Corps letters to DHEC agreed to 
some conditions 
 

  09 Nov – Corps provided additional response 
to DHEC staff positions 
 

  10 Nov: 
  Corps, GPA & DHEC staff met before Board 
meeting; resolve remaining issues 
  DHEC staff recommended approval to Board 
  Board concurred & granted approvals  
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Status of 
Overall Project 
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Project Schedule 
 

  Early 2012 – District completes Final Reports 
 

  Spring 2012 – Corps Civil Works Review 
Board 
 

  Spring 2012 – Public and agency review of 
Final Reports  
 

  Summer 2012 – Corps reviews comments 
 

  Summer 2012 – Federal Agency decisions 
 

  Fall 2012 – Corps Record of Decision 
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