


pump and a 14 inch or larger pipe. Proposed dredging work would be performed in the
dry by bulldozers, excavators, and backhoes.

All dredged material would be disposed of in an approved upland site or landfill. As
proposed, the project would result in the dredging of 0.79 acre of emergent wetland,
which is located in the area of the lake where sediment has accumulated. To offset the
impacts to wetland, the applicant has proposed the purchase of 47.02 wetland credits
from the Phinizy Swamp Mitigation Bank. The applicant is also proposing to maintain
the Lake/Pond by dredging 4,000 CYs of material every 3-10 years. All maintenance
dredged material would be disposed in an approved upland location.

Lake Olmstead/SAS-2016-00263

Lake Olmstead consists of two lakes (Upper Lake Olmstead and Lower Lake
Olmstead); divided by Washington Road. As proposed, the applicant would remove
107,600 CYs of accumulated sediment from Upper Lake Olmstead and 133,000 CYs of
accumulated sediment from Lower Lake Olmstead. All dredged material would be
removed via a hydraulic cutterhead dredge and pumped to an open water borrow pit
(i.e. the applicant’s proposed disposal site). Effluent would be discharged from the
proposed disposal site into a creek that is directly connected to the Augusta Canal.

As proposed, the dredging would impact 2.55 acres of wetland within Upper Lake
Olmstead and 1.98 acres of wetland within Lower Lake Olmstead. These wetlands are
also located in areas of the lakes where sediment has accumulated. To compensate for
the proposed impacts, the applicant has proposed the purchase of 150.13 wetland
credits from the Phinizy Swamp Mitigation Bank. The applicant is also proposing to
maintain the lakes by dredging 12,000 CYs of material every 5-10 years. All
maintenance dredged material would be disposed of in the same borrow pit as the initial
dredged material. The applicant has also proposed the construction of a 20’ x 20’ pile
supported canoe launch within Lower Lake Omlstead and the stabilization of 500 linear
feet of the banks of Rae’s Creek within Upper Lake Olmstead (see enclosures).

Warren Lake/SAS-2006-00598

The applicant is proposing to remove 118,535 CYs of accumulated sediment via a
hydraulic cutterhead dredge. All dredged material would be pumped to an open water
borrow pit (i.e. the applicant’'s proposed disposal site). The effluent generated would be
discharged from the proposed disposal site into a creek that is directly connected to the
Augusta Canal. A temporary dike would be installed between Warren Lake and the
Canal during the dredging operation to prevent downstream migration of disturbed
sediments.

As proposed, the dredging would impact 5.29 acres of wetland. These wetlands are
also located in areas of the lake where sediment has accumulated. To compensate for



the proposed impacts, the applicant has proposed the purchase of 47.19 wetland
credits from the Phinizy Swamp Mitigation Bank. The applicant is also proposing to
maintain the Lake by dredging 6,000 CYs of material every 5-10 years. All maintenance
dredged material would be disposed in the same borrow pit as the initial dredged
material.

Borrow Pit (i.e. Applicant’s proposed disposal site for Lake Olmstead and
Warren Lake)

The borrow pit is 24.49 acres in size and depths range from several inches to 6. The
site is located across the Augusta Canal from Lake Olmstead, between the Savannah
River and Riverwatch Parkway, in Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia (Latitude
33.5017, Longitude -81.9948). According to ERM, water in the pit comes from a leak in
the Augusta Canal levee. The agent also stated that the borrow pit was dug during the
construction of the Riverwatch Parkway and has been used in the past for disposal of
dredged material from Lake Olmstead. Disposal of dredged material into the borrow pit
from Lake Olmstead and Warren Lake would result in the fill of 2.81 acres of emergent
wetland. To offset the loss in wetland, the applicant has proposed the purchase of 52.9
wetland credits from the Phinizy Swamp Mitigation Bank.

BACKGROUND

The four subject water bodies are all located in the northern portion of Richmond
County within the City of Augusta. According to ERM, all of the areas proposed for
dredging are located near the confluence of third and fourth order streams (Rae’s Creek
and Rock Creek) and the pool elevation of the Augusta Canal. Warren Lake, the
northernmost lake of the four, is in the Rock Creek drainage basin, whereas the other
three bodies are in the Rae’s Creek drainage basin and on Rae’s Creek. Rock Creek
flows through the northern edge of Augusta in an easterly direction into the Augusta
Canal. Rae’s Creek also flows in an easterly direction into the Augusta Canal.

Hiers Pond/Lake Aumond

Hiers Pond is located just upstream of Lake Aumond, south of Lake Forest Drive
(latitude 22.48017, longitude -82.06456). Lake Aumond is located south of Walton Way
between Camelia Road and Quail Court (latitude 33.4835, longitude -82.06124). With
the exception of two unbuildable lots on the northeast end of Lake Aumond, the water
bodies are surrounded by suburban housing developments and public roads. Hiers
Pond and Lake Aumond were once owned by neighborhood associations. Currently the
waterbodies are owned by the Augusta-Richmond County (ARC) and used for
stormwater detention and flood control. Water in Rae’s Creek flows through Hiers Pond
and then flows approximately 800 feet eastward into Lake Aumond. Overflow from



Lake Aumond eventually flows into the upper portion of Lake Olmstead before ultimately
joining the Augusta Canal.

Hiers Pond is actually two small ponds owned since 1991 by ARC. The lower portion
was built in 1979 by Bill Gaskins, and the upper pond was developed in 1989 by Bill
Hiers. The pond is currently surrounded by residential housing. Hiers Pond has no
known history of dredging. Lake Aumond, (i.e. Judge Hammond'’s Pond and Murry’s
Pond), was formed when the dam was constructed in 1812. A narrow water passage
between the two distinct water areas is formed by the remnants of the earthen
embankment of Barton’s Mill dam. The lake went through many construction changes
and was rebuilt in 1891. The lake was dredged in 1974 and again in 1989 as an
agreement between the owner at the time (Gaskins) and the County. The County
government purchased the lake in 1991 to serve as a regional stormwater detention
facility. Lake Aumond was last desilted in 1989.

Warren Lake

Warren Lake and Lake Olmstead were both constructed in 1870 as part of the
expansion of the Augusta Canal. Warren Lake lies at the confluence of Rock Creek and
the Augusta Canal. Currently, much of the Lake is an emergent wetland dominated by
giant cutgrass (Zizaniopsis miliacea). The surrounding area is undeveloped, however
current site conditions exhibit evidence of illegal garbage dumping.

Lake Olmstead

Lake Olmstead is divided into two discrete sections separated by Washington Road.
The lower portion flows directly into the Augusta Canal. Much of Lake Olmstead is
surrounded by residential housing. The southern side of lower Lake Olmstead is
bounded by Lakeview Park, a city park and public recreation area. According to ERM,
Lake Olmstead was last dredged during the spring of 1993 when approximately 57,000
cubic yards (yd3) of sediment was removed from the same upper and lower reaches as
proposed for this project. That work was conducted in response to a greater than 200-
year event resulting when tropical storms Klaus and Marco stalled over the Augusta
area in October 1990. Dredging was conducted without draining or lowering the lake
water level using a floating, hydraulic pipeline cutter head dredge. Dredged material
was pumped as a water/sediment slurry to an unused soil borrow pit adjacent to River
Watch Parkway, about 8,500 feet northeast of the lake. This same borrow pit is the
proposed disposal location for the proposed Warren Lake and Lake Olmstead dredging.

The applicant sampled and tested the sediments to be dredged from the existing
lakes in accordance with the Inland Testing Manual. In November 2015, the applicant’s
agent, ERM, submitted a report entitled “City of Augusta, Sediment Sampling Plan,
Final Report.” Currently, the report is being reviewed and evaluated by the Corps.



This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from both the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work may
also require local governmental approval.

STATE OF GEORGIA

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection Division, intends to certify this project at the end of 30 days in
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, which is required
for a Federal Permit to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the waters of the State of
Georgia. Copies of the application and supporting documents relative to a specific
application will be available for review and copying at the office of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, Watershed
Protection Branch, 2 MLK Jr. Drive, Suite 418, Atlanta, Georgia 30334, during regular
office hours. A copier machine is available for public use at a charge of 10 cents per
page. All coastal projects are filed at our Brunswick office and will need to be requested
from Mr. Bradley Smith at Bradley.Smith@dnr.ga.gov. Any person who desires to
comment, object, or request a public hearing relative to State Water Quality Certification
must do so within 30 days of the State's receipt of application in writing and state the
reasons or basis of objections or request for a hearing. The application can be
reviewed in the Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Division,
100 W. Oglethorpe Avenue Savannah, Georgia 31401-3640.

State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or
other appropriate instrument.

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army Permit.

Cultural Resources Assessment: Review of the latest published version of the
National Register of Historic Places indicates that no registered properties or properties
listed as eligible for inclusion are located at the site or in the area affected by the
proposed work. Presently unknown archaeological, scientific, prehistorical or historical
data may be located at the site and could be affected by the proposed work.

Endangered Species: Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.), we request information from the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department of
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine




Fisheries Service; or, any other interested party, on whether any species listed or
proposed for listing may be present in the area.

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

Consideration of Public Comments: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting
comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native
American Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny
a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: The proposed activity involves the
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Savannah
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application for a
Department of the Army permit. Requests for public hearings shall state, with
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee,
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the
proposed project.




Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department
of the Army Permit should submit comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention: Sarah E. Wise, 100 W. Oglethorpe
Avenue Savannah, Georgia 31401-3640, no later than 30 days from the date of this
notice. Please refer to the applicant's name and the application number in your
comments.

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact Sarah E.
Wise, Project Manager, Coastal Branch at 912-652-5550.

Enclosure

1. Wetland Master Plan For Warren Lake, Lake Olmstead, Aumond Lake & Hiers Pond,
Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia, Prepared for the City of Augusta Engineering
Department, Augusta, Richmond County, Georgia,” dated July 1, 2016. (Sheets 1-60)





mailto:mail@cranstonengineering.com

























































http:s�H�E-ET.......,2.o_o_F_.60





















































































































http:TO'Nf'l\1.tt






