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Introduction: 
 
The management of cultural resources is regulated under Federal laws such as the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 (54 U.S.C. §300101 et seq.), the 
Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974 (54 U.S.C. §§312501- 312508), the 
American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. §§1996 and 1996a), the 
Archeological Resource Protection Act of 1979 (16 U.S.C. §§470aa-470mm), NEPA (42 
U.S.C. §4321 et seq.), the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 
1990 (25 U.S.C. §3001 et seq.), the Abandoned Shipwreck Act of 1987 (43 U.S.C. 
§§2101-2106), and the Sunken Military Craft Act of 2004 (10 U.S.C. § 113 et seq.). 

 
Cultural resources considered in this Environmental Assessment are those defined by the 
NHPA as properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) and are referred to as historic properties. Historic properties include buildings, 
structures, sites, districts, objects, cultural items, Indian sacred sites, archaeological 
artifact collections, and archaeological resources (36 CFR 800.16(l)(1)). Cultural 
resources also include resources with unknown NRHP eligibility status. 
 
The area of potential effect (APE) for cultural resources includes areas located within 
Savannah District’s portion of the AIWW where the proposed DMMP actions would occur. 
This would include activities such as dredging of navigation channels, actions related to 
the placement of the dredged material and construction of new access roads, construction 
staging areas, and any other ground disturbing activities. 
 
Analysis of Effects: 
 
In order to provide a regional context and to assess whether resources could be 
encountered during implementation of the proposed DMMP actions, the prehistory and 
history of the Georgia coastal area, along with cultural resources that are known to occur 
in the general area are discussed briefly below. 

 
Paleoindian (12,000 – 8,000 BC) 
 
Modern Georgia has been inhabited by humans since the end of the Pleistocene era 
nearly 12,000 years ago. The earliest known inhabitants are referred to as Paleoindians 
who were thought to be nomadic hunter-gathers organized at the band level of society. 
The Paleoindian artifact assemblage consists of fluted, lanceolate projectile points made 
from quartz, quartzite, metavolcanic rock, Ridge and Valley chert, and Coastal Plain chert. 
Paleoindian sites are generally found in Georgia’s interior region rather than the coastal 
areas. 

 
Archaic Period (8,000 – 1,000 BC) 

 
The Archaic is the most extended period of human occupation in Georgia. The period is 
divided into three distinct phases: Early (8,000 – 6,000 BC), Middle (6,000 – 4,000 BC) 
and Late (4,000 – 1,000 BC). Lifeways during the Archaic period were likely influenced 
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by climate changes as groups adapted to changing sea levels and temperatures. The 
Archaic sub-periods are distinguished based upon projectile point typologies. Stone tools 
such as axes and adzes for woodworking, and mortars and grinding stones for food 
preparation, appear in the archaeological record. Ceramics do not appear until the Late 
Archaic period.  
 
Archaeological evidence of the earliest human occupation of the Georgia Coast and the 
barrier islands dates to about 4,000 years ago to the Late Archaic period (Alexander et 
al. 2008). Archaic populations exploited estuarine resources, particularly the Eastern 
oyster (Crassostrea virginica), and large shell-bearing sites, known as ‘shell rings,’ are 
commonly found dating to this period. The single most diagnostic Late Archaic artifact is 
St. Simon’s fiber-tempered ceramics in which plant material was added to the clay. Other 
common diagnostic artifacts include Savannah River stemmed points, net sinkers, 
steatite vessels, and shell ornaments. 

 
Woodland Period (1,000 BC – AD 1,000) 

 
During the Woodland period, many of the Late Archaic lifeways, such as reliance on 
hunting and gathering activities and exploitation of estuarine resources, continued. As the 
period progressed, reliance on cultivation, especially corn, increased and burial practices 
became more elaborate especially in inland locations. Many of the larger barrier islands 
of Georgia were not occupied or occupied less intensively than during the Late Archaic 
(Thompson and Turck 2010). The archaeological record, as evidenced by large shell 
middens, indicates humans exploited the coastal and estuarine environment. Small, thin 
shell middens are found near shore while larger sites are often located near freshwater 
sloughs or marshes. Population on the larger barrier islands of Georgia increased during 
this period (Thompson and Turck 2010). Diagnostic lithic artifacts of the Early Woodland 
period include stemmed and triangular types and ceramics are represented by Refuge 
and Deptford pottery types which are sand tempered rather than fiber tempered.  
 
On the southeast Atlantic seaboard, the Late Woodland (AD 500-1000) is considered to 
be a transitional period to the Early Mississippian. That may be a result of the fact that 
Late Woodland sites tend to be sparse. Grog-tempered ceramic wares such as 
Wilmington and St. Catherines’ phases and small straight-sided triangular points appear, 
the result of the invention of the bow and arrow, are commonly found at Late Woodland 
sites.  

 
Mississippian Period (AD 1000 - 1550) 
 
During the Mississippian Period more permanent settlements developed, and the material 
culture inventory and ethnographic accounts indicate a significant increase in social and 
religious practices. On the Georgia mainland, the Mississippian Period is characterized 
by the construction of large temple mounds inside fortified villages. On the barrier islands, 
villages with smaller mound complexes are more commonly found (Alexander et al. 
2008). At the Kenan Field site (9MC90), located on Sapelo Island, archaeologists located 
several mounds in addition to the remains of structures and a plaza. This archaeological 
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evidence attests to a relatively high level of socio-political organization on the barrier 
island (Crook 1986).  
 
Ceramic types found during the period are St. Catherines (AD 1000-1150), similar to 
Wilmington ceramics, with smaller grog pieces as temper, Savannah (AD 1150- 1300) 
and Irene Phase (AD 1300-1550). Savannah Phase ceramics are similar to the earlier 
Catherines’ ceramics but are tempered with grit instead of grog. The Irene Phase 
represents the end of the late prehistoric period on the Georgia coast. Ceramics are 
exclusively grit tempered, but the decorative surface treatments change from the earlier 
Savannah Phase. Vessel rims can be quite ornate, with incising, burnishing, and 
complicated stamping all appearing on the vessel walls. Archaeological evidence from 
Sapelo Island, Georgia has shown that Irene Phase ceramics continued into the early 
historic period.  

 
Historic Period (AD 1550 – present) 

 
During the Contact/Early Historic period in Georgia, aboriginal groups, namely the Guale, 
experienced first contact with European explorers and missionaries. The Spanish 
established missions along the coast near the Guale towns in an attempt to covert the 
native population to Christianity. Several coastal Guale towns were evacuated or 
abandoned as conflicts escalated between the Spanish and the English in the late 1600s. 
By the end of the seventeenth century all of these missions had been abandoned as the 
Spanish focused their attentions on Florida. 
 
In 1733, James Oglethorpe arrived in what is now Savannah, to establish the Georgia 
colony for Great Britain. In May 1733, the Indians ceded all lands between the Savannah 
and Altamaha Rivers with the exceptions of Ossabaw, St. Catherines and Sapelo Islands 
and a small tract near Savannah to the Trustees of Georgia by means of the Articles of 
Friendship and Commerce Treaty. Shortly thereafter more colonists arrived and founded 
the town of Frederica on St. Simons Island. In addition to the town, a defensive 
fortification, Fort Frederica, was constructed on the island to help protect against Spanish 
invaders from Florida. 
 
Most of the land granted to the Georgia colonists during the 1750s and 1760s was located 
along the coast, either on the mainland or islands as plantations and farms were 
established to produce rice and other cash crops such as indigo and hemp. By 1760 all 
of the good coastal land between the Savannah and Altamaha rivers had been granted 
as far inland as the Indian boundary and more land was obtained from the Creek Indians 
to accommodate more settlers. In 1763 the Creeks ceded approximately 2,400,000 acres, 
which freed up coastal areas between the Altamaha and the St. Mary’s rivers, plus some 
additional land behind the original coastal Indian cession. Sea Island cotton, first 
introduced to Georgia in 1786, grew best on the Sea Islands and on the interior mainland 
within 30 miles of the coast. Sea Island cotton was replaced by rice as the staple crop 
after the price of cotton declined in the 1820s. After the Civil War, industry and 
manufacture, particularly cotton mills in interior Georgia and the turpentine industry near 
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the coast, surpassed the production of cotton. Today tourism is one of the leading 
industries in coastal Georgia and the Sea Islands. 

 
Status of Cultural Resource Inventories 
 
Section 110 of the NHPA requires all federal agencies to inventory lands under their 
jurisdiction or control for cultural resources so the resources can be managed effectively. 
Savannah District previously conducted a reconnaissance level survey of selected 
portions of the AIWW channel and placement tracts through Texas A&M (Garrison and 
Tribble 1981). The survey identified 17 new and previously identified archaeological sites 
in South Carolina and Georgia, and the researchers conducted limited remote sensing in 
some of the reaches and identified targets that may be related to historic shipwrecks. 
Through this investigation, site CLR-04-AIWW was identified within the placement tracts 
in Parcel B4, on Cumberland Island, Georgia. No further investigations were conducted 
to determine National Register eligibility of these sites, no recommendations for 
investigations were provided or implemented, and no official state site numbers were 
acquired for any of the locations. 
 
As a follow-up to the 1981 survey, further investigations were performed in this area in 
2012 by Panamerican Consultants, Inc. to better define and assess the identified targets 
and sites (James et al. 2012). Additional remote sensing surveys of the reaches and diver 
investigations were performed. All potentially identified significant historic cultural 
resource targets were negative for cultural resources sites. 
 
Archaeological Sites. A review of Georgia’s Natural, Archaeological and Historic 
Resources GIS (GNAHRGIS) indicates that there is one recorded archaeological site 
located on the placement tracts currently managed by Savannah District for dredged 
material placement in Georgia. The site is located within Parcel 4, which is on the 
southwest portion of Cumberland Island, Camden County, Georgia. There are several 
recorded sites within a half to one-mile radius of the tract located in Camden County, but 
these sites will not be impacted by any proposed actions relating to the AIWW 
management. No recorded sites are recorded within the navigation channel in Georgia. 
 
A review of a comprehensive shipwreck inventory for the AIWW maintained by Ms. Judy 
Wood (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Archaeologist, retired), lists numerous shipwrecks 
lost within the waterway. No shipwreck sites are recorded within the Cumberland reach 
in that inventory, GNAHRGIS, or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s 
Automated Wreck and Obstruction Information System. 
 
Architectural Resources. There are no recorded architectural resources, such as 
buildings, structures or objects that have been determined eligible or of unknown NRHP 
status, within the placement tracts or the navigation channel in Georgia. 
 
American Indian Resources. An ethnographic overview study identified federally 
recognized Tribes that are potentially associated with the Savannah District’s Civil Works 
boundary, which consists of the Savannah River drainage (Coco 2009). These American 
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Indian Tribes include: the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, the Alabama-Quassarte 
Tribal Town of the Creek Nation of Oklahoma, the Catawba Indian Nation, the Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma, the Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians, the Kialegee Tribal Town of the Creek Nation of Oklahoma, the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation of Oklahoma, the Poarch Band of Creek Indians, the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, the Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, and the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians of Oklahoma (Coco 2009). Currently, no Tribe has 
identified a property of traditional religious or cultural importance to Savannah District that 
may be located on any of the dredged material placement tracts or in the navigation 
channel. 

Dredging and the placement of dredged material associated with the proposed 
alternatives will have no effect on cultural resources. 
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