
DRAFT – Manatee -- DRAFT 
Effects Determination Guidance for Endangered & Threatened Species (EDGES) 

Bryan, Camden, Chatham, Glynn, Liberty, and McIntosh Counties 

Species Covered by This EDGES: West Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus) 

West Indian manatees are found in tropical and 
subtropical coastal and river waters along the southeast 
U.S. coast, the Caribbean coast of Central and South 
America, and locally throughout the West Indies. The 
Florida manatee subspecies is a year-round resident in 
Florida. During the warm months, an unknown portion 
of the Florida manatee population migrates northward 
into Georgia and the Carolinas, and westward along the 
Gulf coast into Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana -- 
manatees are most frequently sighted in Georgia waters 
from April through October in tidal waters of Camden, 
Glynn and McIntosh counties.  

Habitats in Georgia include nearshore ocean waters, tidal 
creeks, estuaries, and the lower reaches of the St. 
Mary’s, Satilla, Altamaha, Ogeechee, and Savannah 
Rivers. As illustrated in the above image, manatees are difficult to spot in Coastal Georgia’s dark turbid waters. Manatees 
have been sighted as far north as Massachusetts. During winter, manatees are attracted to warm water refuges in Florida. 
Natural refuges include warm springs in the central part of the state and subtropical waters in south Florida. Manatees are 
also attracted to warm water discharges at industrial sites, such as power generating plants and factories. Manatees have 
been documented at multiple industrial warm water sites north of Florida, including in Georgia. Note: there is no ‘Critical 
Habitat’ designated in Georgia for manatees. 

This EDGES covers all activities proposed in Georgia tidal waters that are accessible to manatees. 

Endangered Species Act Consultation Checklist: 

Applicant: 

1. IPAC indicates manatees may occur in the project area.
a. No…………………………No effect. Provide IPaC information to the Savannah District with application/PCN.
b. Yes…………………………Go to #2.



2. The project will occur in tidal waters that are accessible to manatees (see map on the following page). Lakes and
other water bodies upstream of structures such as dams, weirs, grated culverts, and fish ladders are normally not
considered accessible to manatees.
a. No…………………………No effect. Provide this information to the Savannah District with application/PCN
b. Yes…………………………Go to #3.

3. The Fish and Wildlife Service’s Georgia Field Office (FWS-GA) provided documentation evaluating habitat,
potential presence of species, and/or potential project impacts (FWS-GA signed letter or sticker, T&E survey where 
FWS-GA provided concurrence with negative findings, or similar documentation). 

a. No…………………………Provide completed EDGES Applicant Coordination Slipand supporting
documentation to the Savannah District with 404 application/PCN. 

b. Yes………………………..Provide FWS-GA project review documentation and/or survey data to the Savannah
District with application/PCN. 

Savannah District: 

1. The project is in tidal waters accessible to manatees (see #2).
a. No………………………… No effect – ESA section 7 consultation complete.
b. Yes………………………... Go to #5.

2. The project will require any of the following activities:
o blasting or other detonation activity (e.g., for channel deepening and/or widening, geotechnical surveys or

exploration, bridge and structure removals, movies, military shows, or special events, etc.)
o modification or construction of warm or fresh water discharges from industrial sites, power plants, water

treatment facilities, etc., or natural springs or artesian wells.
a. No………………………...Go to #6.
b. Yes………………………..May affect. Consult with FWS-GA regarding project.

3. Project work involves dock or marina facilities and will follow conditions in the Savannah District/FWS-GA
programmatic manatee agreement (page 3).
a. No…………………………Go to #4.
b. Yes………………………...MA NLAA - ‘May affect, not likely to adversely affect’ is appropriate and no further

   consultation with the FWS-GA for the manatee is necessary. 

4. The project involves a public water access facility other than a dock or marina facility (e.g. public boat ramp, fishing
pier, etc.) and project will be conditioned with Manatee Special Permit Conditions  a through m from the PA.
a. No ……………… Go to #5
b. Yes …………….. MA NLAA - ‘May affect, not likely to adversely affect’ is appropriate and no further

           consultation with the FWS-GA for the manatee is necessary. 

5. Project involves in-water construction other than as described above (e.g. bulkhead construction or repair, rip-rap,
bridge, dredging, mooring buoys, etc.) and project will be conditioned with Manatee Special Permit Conditions  a
through k from the PA.
a. No ………………. Go to #6
b. Yes ……………… MA NLAA - ‘May affect, not likely to adversely affect’ is appropriate and no further

           consultation with the FWS-GA for the manatee is necessary. 

6. If the Corps or applicant does not elect to incorporate manatee protection guidelines according to the guidance of
this key or the project directly or indirectly affects manatees and is not covered by this key then the appropriate
determination is  May Affect  and consultation with the FWS-GA is required.




















