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Regulatory Branch 
SAS-2011-00597 

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 
Savannah District/State of Georgia 

The Savannah District has received an application for a Department of the Army 
Permit, pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) 
and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344), as follows: 

Application Number: SAS-2011-00597 

Applicant: Mr. William A Baker Jr. 
Enmark Properties, LLC 
101 North Lathrop Avenue 
Savannah, Georgia 31402 

Agent: Mr. Alton Brown 
Resources & Land Consultants 
41 Park of Commerce Drive, Suite 303 
Savannah, Georgia 31405 

Location of Proposed Work: The project site is located in the Savannah River, at the 
Enmark Properties Yacht Maintenance Facility, in Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia 
(Latitude 32.0959, Longitude -81.1121 ). 

Description of Work Subject to the Jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps): The applicant is requesting modification to the existing Enmark Properties 
yacht maintenance and service facilities. According to the applicant, the modifications 
would allow for maintenance and service to vessels in excess of 200 feet. The existing 
facility contains 22,630 square feet (0.52 acre) of structure, including a track rail system, 
gangway, and floats. As proposed the project would consist of the demolition of existing 
structures; dredging; installation of a silt suspension system; modifying the existing 
bulkhead; construction of the vessel lift structure; and construction of new floating 
docks. 

Demolition: The demolition would include removal of the following: (1) 14,260 square 
feet of steel framed movable marine platform and pile supported rail system; (2) 6,500 
square feet of pile supported concrete platform with underlying backfill; (3) 1,370 square 
feet of existing steel floating barges; (4) 3 gangways; (5) 180 linear feet of existing steel 
sheet pile bulkhead; and (6) 6 existing concrete piles and a steel pile dolphin. 



 

      
        

    
  

    
    

   
 
     

    
   

 
  

  
      

   
   
  

 
       

  
  

  
 
         

    
  

    
 
       

    
   

   
      

 
 

 
 
         

   
    

   
 
        

   

Dredging and Silt Suspension System: The applicant would expand the existing slip 
to the southwest by hydraulically dredging 2,900 cubic yards (CYs) of sediment from the 
slip and an additional 5,000 CYs from the upland via a clamshell dredge.  The 
hydraulically dredged material would be pumped directly across the Savannah River to 
the GPA Hutchinson Island dredge disposal site for disposal. The clamshell material 
would be placed on a dump truck and hauled off site to the Republic Industrial Landfill 
on Clifton Boulevard in Savannah, Georgia. 

To maintain the depth after the dredging work is complete, the project includes 
installation of a silt suspension system.  The silt suspension system would consist of 
three near bottom water jets to boost the speed of passing river currents and prevent 
the deposition of sediments in the lift area. Each unit has a hydraulic motor driven 
impeller that draws water inward through an intake and discharges it outward across the 
bottom as a low velocity jet.  The system would operate daily during each outgoing tide 
cycle, thus creating a hydraulic environment. According to the agent, the jetting action 
created by the system would be strong enough to prevent shoaling but not enough to 
cause erosion of the mud bottom, so no additional sediment or turbidity is created in the 
water column. 

Bulkhead: To support the new vessel lift system, 439 linear feet of new steel sheet 
pile bulkhead would be installed. Approximately 4,160 square feet (0.09 ac) of backfill 
material would be installed behind the new bulkhead at the southern end of the slip 
where a portion of the demolished marine railway was located. 

Vessel Lift Structure: The vessel lift system would consist of 14 concrete pile 
supported hoist platforms to provide the lifting/lowering operation of the 235’ x 57’ steel 
framed/timber decked platform. Alongside of the hoist platforms would be 2,200 square 
feet of pile supported access walkways. 

Floating Docks:  5,260 square feet of new concrete floating docks would be installed 
to provide for in-water berthing of vessels being repaired. The docks would be 
supported by concrete piles and accessed from the landside by three aluminum 
gangways. The new floating docks would extend into the river approximately 156 linear 
feet past MLW and would be approximately 120 linear feet from the shipping channel. 

BACKGROUND 

To date, the Corps has verified two Nationwide Permits (NWPs) and issued a 
Standard Permit for maintenance and rehabilitation activities for portions of the 
structures.  In addition, the permittee has DA authorization to perform annual 
maintenance dredging of the slip. 

The applicant completed a Tier II evaluation per the Inland Testing Manual. The 
results of the analytical testing on the sediment samples indicated that several metals 
including arsenic, cadmium, copper, zinc, and total dioxins were detected above the 
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applicable ESV and/or ERL concentrations in the sediment sample. However, no ERM 
values were exceeded in the sediment sample. Copper was also detected above the 
applicable ISWQS and EPA CMC in the Elutriate Total sample. No other elevated 
levels of metals were detected in the elutriate samples. Besides copper, no other 
constituents were detected above the applicable ISWQS in the elutriate samples. 

The report concluded that based on the size of the disposal facility, available capacity 
within the facility, the lack of notable contamination within the sediments to be dredged, 
and the lack of supernatant expected to actually discharge from the dredge disposal 
facility, the proposed dredge material is not a possible carrier of contaminants that 
would lead to the dredge discharge contributing to the degradation of water quality in 
the receiving water. The Corps has reviewed the above report and concurred with the 
report’s conclusions above. 

This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from both the Corps 
and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work may also require local 
governmental approval. 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 
Environmental Protection Division, intends to certify this project at the end of 30 days in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, which is required 
for a Federal Permit to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the waters of the State of 
Georgia. Copies of the application and supporting documents relative to a specific 
application will be available for review and copying at the office of the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, Water Protection 
Branch, 4220 International Parkway, Suite 101, Atlanta, Georgia 30354, during regular 
office hours. A copier machine is available for public use at a charge of 25 cents per 
page. All coastal projects are filed at the Brunswick office and will need to be requested 
from Mr. Bradley Smith at Bradley.Smith@dnr.ga.gov. Any person who desires to 
comment, object, or request a public hearing relative to State Water Quality Certification 
must do so within 30 days of the State's receipt of application in writing and state the 
reasons or basis of objections or request for a hearing. The application can be reviewed 
in the Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Division, 
100 W. Oglethorpe Avenue Savannah, Georgia 31401-3604. 

State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from 
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or 
other appropriate instrument. 

Georgia Coastal Management Program:  Prior to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
making a final permit decision on this application, the project must be certified by the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Resources Division, to be 
consistent with applicable provisions of the State of Georgia Coastal Management 
Program (15 CFR 930).  Anyone wishing to comment on Coastal Management Program 
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certification of this project should submit comments in writing within 30 days of the date 
of this notice to the Federal Consistency Coordinator, Ecological Services Section, 
Coastal Resources Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, One 
Conservation Way, Brunswick, Georgia 31523-8600 (Telephone:  912-264-7218). 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's 
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army Permit. 

Cultural Resources Assessment: The project site is located along the Savannah 
River and within an industrialized area of Chatham County.  A review of the National 
Historic Register for Chatham County indicates that no historic or cultural resources 
sites are known to occur within the project site.  Based on available data base records 
and the condition of the site and surrounding properties, the project has no potential to 
cause adverse effects to sites listed or eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Endangered Species: The Corps has determined that the proposed project may 
affect but is not likely to adversely affect the shortnose sturgeon, Atlantic sturgeon and 
West Indian manatee. Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we request information from the U.S. Department 
of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service; or, any other interested party, on whether any other species listed or proposed 
for listing may be present in the area. 

Essential Fish Habitat: The proposed project is located in a coastal tidal river, which 
has been identified as essential fish habitat for shrimp, red drum, and snapper-grouper 
complexes.  Since the proposed project would not result in the loss of aquatic 
resources, the Corps has determined that no adverse effect on essential fish habitat 
would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

Public Interest Review:  The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an 
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity 
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection 
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected 
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments.  All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered 
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and 
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion 
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership 
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 
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Consideration of Public Comments: The Corps is soliciting comments from the 
public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native American Tribes; and 
other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed 
activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether 
to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, 
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, 
water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed 
above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or 
an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. 
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine 
the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines:  The proposed activity involves the 
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Corps 
evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include application of 
the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, 
under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act. 

Public Hearing:  Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period 
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application for a 
Department of the Army Permit.  Requests for public hearings shall state, with 
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold 
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee, 
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the 
proposed project. 

Comment Period:  Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department 
of the Army Permit should submit comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention: Mrs. Sarah E. Wise, 
100 W. Oglethorpe Avenue, Savannah, Georgia 31401-3604, not later than 30 days 
from the date of this notice.  Please refer to the applicant's name and the application 
number in your comments. 

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact 
Mrs. Sarah E. Wise, Team Lead, Coastal Plain Field Office at 912-652-5550. 

Enclosures 
1. Project Location Maps 
2. Proposed Project Layout 
3. Impact Exhibits 
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