DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SAVANNAH DISTRICT
4751 BEST ROAD, SUITE 140
COLLEGE PARK, GEORGIA 30337

September 7, 2023

Regulatory Division
SAS-2023-00665

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE
Savannah District/State of Georgia

The Savannah District has received an application for a Department of the Army
Permit, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344), as follows:

The comment period for the Department of the Army Permit application will close 30
days from the date of this public notice. Written comments, including suggestions for
modifications or objections to the proposed work, stating reasons thereof, are being
solicited from anyone having interest in this permit, and must be submitted to be
received on or before the last day of the comment period. Written comments
concerning this Department of the Army Permit application must reference the
Applicant's name and the Permit Application Number and be forwarded to the US Army
Corps of Engineers (Corps) at the above address, or via the email listed at the end of
this notice.

This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from both the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work may
also require local governmental approval.

Application Number: SAS-2023-00665

Applicant: Mr. Don Williams
Vulcan Materials Company
800 Mount Vernon Highway NE, Suite 200
Atlanta, Georgia 30328

Agent: Mr. Bill Newlon
Kleinfelder
3663 Lake Center Drive
Mount Dora, Florida 32757

Location of Proposed Work: The approximately 27-acre project site is located
immediately east of the existing [approximately x-acre] Norcross Quarry and south of
Beaver Ruin Road, NW and west of Steve Reynolds Boulevard NW, in Gwinnett
County, Georgia (latitude: 33.9299, longitude: -84.1498).

Description of Work Subiject to the Jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:




The project involves the proposed expansion of the existing Norcross Quarry. A total
of 731 linear feet (0.08-acre) of streams and 0.20-acre of wetlands would be
permanently impacted in order to accommodate the construction of an overburden
storage, landscape berm, and sediment filtration pond facilities.

To offset the loss in ecological function associated with the proposed impacts to
aquatic resources, the applicant would purchase 3,947.4 legacy stream credits (or
548.25 non-perennial (2018) stream credits) and 1.20 legacy wetland credits (or 0.15
slope (2018) wetland credits) from a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved mitigation
bank(s) servicing the project area. The project is hydrologically connected to the
Beaver Ruin Creek watershed (Hydrologic Unit Code 12 (HUC 12): 030701030303).

BACKGROUND

The Norcross Quarry is an existing granitic aggregate quarry located at 1707 Beaver
Ruin Road, Norcross, Georgia 30093. Under the Corps project file number SAS-1996-
00811, a standard permit was issued On April 3, 1998, and a permit modification was
approved on July 19, 1998. The project involved the proposed relocation of 3,000 linear
feet of Beaver Ruin Creek and the fill of 14 acres of wetland, in order to continue the
mining operation and to relocate associated asphalt plants. The proposed impacts to
waters were to be offset by enhancing 13 acres of open water into a scrub/shrub
wetland, realigning Beaver Ruin Creek into a new channel within a 5-acre riparian
corridor, and preserving 40 acres of wetlands.

The Surface Mining Permit 086-01 for Amendment #3 of the quarry’s Surface Mine
Land Use Plan (SMLUP) was issued on July 26, 2021. The current proposed project is
located east of the adjoining approved SMLUP boundary. An updated SMLUP
representing the proposed changes was submitted to the Georgia Environmental
Protection Division (GAEPD) concurrently with the Corps IP application.

STATE OF GEORGIA

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection Division will review the proposed project for Water Quality
Certification, in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.
The applicant conducted a pre-filling meeting for a Water Quality Certification with the
State of Georgia on July 11, 2023, and a certification request was submitted on August
24, 2023. Prior to issuance of a Department of the Army Permit for a project located in,
on, or adjacent to the waters of the State of Georgia, review for Water Quality
Certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act is required. A
reasonable period of time, which shall not exceed one year, is established under the
Clean Water Act for the State to act on a request for Water Quality Certification, after
which, issuance of such a Department of the Army Permit may proceed. This public
notice serves as notification to the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection




Agency (USEPA) pursuant to section 401(a)(2) of the Clean Water Act for neighboring
jurisdiction review and begins the 30-day clock for USEPA to notify affected states.

State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or
other appropriate instrument.

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army permit.

Cultural Resources: Review of the latest published version of the National Register
of Historic Places (NRHP) and the Georgia Natural, Archeological and Historic
Resources GIS (GNAHRGIS) database, indicates that no registered properties or
properties listed as eligible for inclusion are located on the project site. A desktop
cultural resource study involving a records review was conducted for the project by
Freese and Nichols. The Corps is currently reviewing the reporting to assess the
potential for adverse effects to historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the
National Register of Historic Places. Presently unknown archaeological, scientific,
prehistorical or historical data may also be located at the site and could be affected by
the proposed work.

Endangered Species: Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.), we request information from the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department of
Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine
Fisheries Service; or, any other interested party, on whether any species listed or
proposed for listing may be present in the area. Based on a preliminary review of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service-
Protected Resource Division’s (NMFS-PRD) list of Endangered and Threatened
Species (IPaC), no Federally-designated critical habitats are located onsite. However,
this report does list the following Federally-protected species that may potentially be
affected at this location: whooping crane (Grus americanus), an experimental
population, and monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus), a candidate species.

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
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safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

Consideration of Public Comments: The Corps is soliciting comments from the
public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native American Tribes; and
other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether
to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision,
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties,
water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed
above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or
an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine
the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: The proposed activity involves the
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Savannah
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act. The
Applicant’s current proposal reviewed three (3) onsite alternatives for expansion of the
operation. In addition to the Applicant's preferred alternative, one of the onsite
alternatives was considered to be potentially practicable. All alternatives were further
evaluated in conjunction with the application.

Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application for a
Department of the Army permit. Requests for public hearings shall state, with
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee,
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the
proposed project.

Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department
of the Army permit should submit their written comments by e-mail to
Justin.M.Edwards@usace.army.mil within 30 days of this notice. Alternatively, you may
submit comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Savannah District, Attention: Justin Edwards, Project Manager, 4751 Best Road,

Suite 140, College Park, Georgia 30337, no later than 30 days from the date of this
notice. Please refer to the applicant's name and the application number in your
comments.

If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact Justin
Edwards, Regulatory Specialist, of the Piedmont Branch, by e-mail at
Justin.M.Edwards@usace.army.mil or at 678-422-2724.



mailto:Justin.M.Edwards@usace.army.mil
mailto:Justin.M.Edwards@usace.army.mil

Enclosures:
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Figure 1: Project Location

Figure 3: USGS Topographic Map

Figure 8: Wetland and Surface Water Delineation Map
Figure 9: Wetland and Surface Water Impacts Map
Sheet 5 of 6: Aerial Erosion And Sediment Control Plan
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Source: USGSTopo was obtained from ESRI Basemap. Back Drop to Project Boundary
represents 7.5 Minute Quadrangle sheet for Norcross, Georgia.
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2 BUFFER m_ s e Bh T s L= /e ISSUED FOR PERMITTING 1/24/2023
‘ 2 e g ~ % = /i 1. SILT FENCE MUST MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 171-TEMPORARY SILT FENCE OF
i :

PROPOSED BERM MINOR CONTOUR (27)

THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, STATE OF GEORGIA, STANDARD SPECIFICATION,
_ . . : \ : : LATEST EDITION. ISSUED FOR PERMITTING
@ _ _ : Qs 2. ADDITIONAL SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL MEASURES AND/OR BMPS WILL BE
' -' \ : EMPLOYED WHERE DETERMINED NECESSARY BY ACTUAL SITE CONDITIONS TO PREVENT
THE RELEASE OF SILT/SEDIMENT FROM THE SITE

3. THE AREA OF DISTURBANCE AT THE SITE WILL INITIATE WITH THE INSTALLATION OF
SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL MEASURES SUFFICIENT TO CONTROL SEDIMENT
DEPOSITS AND EROSION. ALL SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROLS WILL BE MAINTAINED
UNTIL THE GROUND WITHIN THE DISTURBED AREA HAS BEEN COMPLETELY STABILIZED WITH
PERMANENT VEGETATION.

4. THE LOCATION OF SOME OF THE SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL DEVICES MAY HAVE TO
BE ALTERED FROM THAT SHOWN ON THE APPRQVED PLANS IF DRAINAGE PATTERNS DURING
CONSTRUCTION ARE DIFFERENT FROM THE FINAL PROPOSED DRAINAGE PATTERNS. IT IS
THE OPERATOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO ACCOMPLISH SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL FOR
ALL DRAINAGE PATTERNS CREATED AT VARIOUS STAGES DURING LAND DISTURBANCE. ANY
DIFFICULTY IN CONTROLLING SEDIMENT AND EROSION DURING ANY PHASE OF
CONSTRUCTION SHALL BE REPORTED TO THE ENGINEER IMMEDIATELY.

5. ALL SILT BARRIERS MUST BE PLACED AS ACCESS IS OBTAINED DURING CLEARING. NO

GRADING SHALL BE COMPLETED UNTIL SILT BARRIER INSTALLATION AND DETENTION

FACILITIES ARE CONSTRUCTED.

ALL SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL MEASURES SHALL BE MAINTAINED UNTIL

PERMANENT VEGETATION HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. OPERATOR SHALL CLEAN OUT ALL

SEDIMENT PONDS WHEN REQUIRED BY ENGINEER OR THE APPROPRIATE PERSONNEL.

OPERATOR SHALL INSPECT EROSION CONTROL ON A REGULAR BASIS AND FOLLOWING

MAJOR RAIN EVENTS TO ENSURE MEASURES ARE FUNCTIONING PROPERLY.

7. ACCUMULATED SILT/SEDIMENT SHALL BE REMOVED WHEN THE SILT/SEDIMENT IS WITHIN 12"
IF THE TOP OF THE SILT FENCE UTILIZED FOR EROSION CONTROL. IN THE DETENTION POND,
SILT/SEDIMENT SHALL BE REMOVED WHEN A DEPTH OF 18" HAS ACCUMULATED AT THE
el ISSUED FOR

8. FAILURE TO INSTALL, OPERATE AND/OR MAINTAIN ALL EROSION CONTROL MEASURES WILL P E RMITTI N G
RESULT IN A POSSIBILITY OF ALL OPERATIONS BEING STOPPED ON THE MINE SITE UNTIL
SUCH MEASURES ARE CORRECTED BACK TO THE CURRENT STANDARDS AND/OR
COMPLIANCE NOTICES OF VIOLATION.

9. ALL OPEN SWALES MUST BE GRASSED, AND RIP-RAP MUST BE PLACED AS WARRANTED TO

" TIE PROPOSED LANDSCAPE BERM
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(SEE DETAIL ON SHEET 6)
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(SEE DETAIL ON SHEET 6)

CONTROL EROSION. A MINIMUM OF 4.5 SQUARE YARDS OF 50LB STONES SHALL BE PLACED SCALE VERIFICATION

AT ALL DOWNSTREAM HEADWALLS IMMEDIATELY UPON INSTALLATION OF PIPES AND

DRAINAGE DITCHES. THIS BAR IS 1 INCH IN LENGTH
10. SILT/SEDIMENT BARRIERS TO BE PLACED AT DOWNSTREAM OF ALL CUT AND FILL SLOPES. O ORIGINALDRANING
11. ANY INACTIVE DISTURBED AREA LEFT EXPOSED FOR A PERIOD GREATER THAN 7 DAYS 0 1"

SHALL BE STABILIZED WITH TEMPORARY SEEDING. | |

12. WHEN CONSTRUCTION BORDERS A DRAINAGE COURSE: THE OPERATOR IS RESPONSIBLE T T
FOR REMOVING ANY BUILDING OR OTHER EXCAVATION SPOIL DIRT, CONSTRUCTION TRASH SHEET ADJUST YOUR
OR DEBRIS, ETC. FROM THE DRAINAGE AREAS SHOWN HEREON IN AN EXPEDITIOUS MANNER SCALES ACCORDINGLY
AS CONSTRUCTION PROGRESSES.

13. A 100-FOOT UNDISTURBED BUFFER MUST BE MAINTAINED AS DEPICTED ON THE PLANS.

14. A 25 TO 35 FOOT UNDISTURBED VEGETATIVE BUFFER ADJACENT TO ALL RUNNING STREAMS 0 100 200 300

AND CREELS WILL BE LEFT AND MAINTAINED. E;:;g

15. THE ESCAPE OF SEDIMENT FROM THE SITE SHALL BE PREVENTED BY THE INSTALLATION OF SCALE: 1" = 100 SCALE IN FEET

#

TO PROPOSED CUSTOMER ROAD | A G -' Nt L £ :
ATEL. 958' (& \\ _ S s \ — PROPOSED SEDIMENT TRAP AREA, TO BE DESIGNED

. CONCURRENT WITH SURFACE MINE LAND USE PLAN
"% STORAGE VOLUME REQUIRED = 7,236 CF

. SURFACE AREA REQUIRED = 4,523 SF |
APPROX. TOP OF EMERGENCY SPILLWAY ELEVATION =916
APPROX. EMERGENCY SPILLWAY INVERT =914.5 '
/=_  APPROX. BOTTOM OF TRAP ELEVATION =910.5

g
c |
g b (s ET AL N“_SEET 6) EESSEI; fl?%mgl; nélﬁ/?Tul Egs AND PRACTICES PRIOR TO, OR CONCURRENT WITH, B S st g
A TRl ok 16. ALL METHODS AND MATERIALS USED TO CONSTRUCT OR INSTALL SEDIMENT AND EROSION AERIAL EROSION AND SEDIMENT
c CONTROL MEASURES SHALL COMPLY TO THE STANDARDS OF THE MOST CURRENT EDITION CONTROL PLAN
8 OF THE MANUAL FOR EROSION CONTROL AND SEDIMENT CONTROL IN GEORGIA.
o 17. THIS DESIGN ASSUMES OFF-SITE DRAINAGE WILL BE HANDLED IN A SEPARATE
3 STORMWATER CONVEYANCE SYSTEM. SEDIMENT TRAPS HAVE BEEN SIZED FOR DISTURBED NORCROSS QUARRY
( AREAS ONLY. GWINNETT COUNTY, GA

18. THE 2H:1V BERM SLOPE DESIGN ON THE WEST IS CONTINGENT UPON THE QUALITY OF THE
FILL MATERIAL AND INSTALLATION METHOD.

CODE | PRACTICE DETAIL MAP DESCRIPTION “ u I t u n

VEGETATIVE PRACTICES
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: : - : STRUCTURAL PRACTICES s
: Strip of undisturbed criginal vegetation, a erla s ompany
enhanced or restored existing vegetation or
BUFFER ZONE ' 7| the reestablishment of vegetation surrounding CODE | PRACTICE DETAIL SYTJ@OL DESCRIPTION
e of disturbance or bordering streams. —_—
Establishing temporary protection for An earth channel or dilfe located ObO\"e. below
@ ﬂﬁwzmmam disturbed areas where seedlings may not have DIVERSION or across a slope to divert runoff. This may
MULCHING ONLY) a suitable growing season to produce an be a temporary or permanent structure.
erosion retarding cover.
i ; A small temporary barrier or dam constructed
DISTURBED AREA Establishing a temporary vegetative cover across a swale, drainage ditch or orea of TT
E TABILZATION  (WITH with fast growing seedings on disturbed @ i concentrated flow. ¥ ISSUED FOR PERMITTING
TEMP  SEEDING) areaqs.
A barrier to prevent sediment from leaving
DISTURBED AREA Establishing a permanent vegetative cover SEDIMENT the construction site. It may be sandbags, PROJECT NO. 20231227.001A
STABILIZATION {WITH such os trees, shrubs, vines, grasses, or BARRIER bales of stmw_ or hay, brush, logs and poles,
PERM SEEDING) legumes on disturbed areas. s | TOVEL 07 @ silt fence. ISSUE DATE 02/22/2023
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