DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SAVANNAH DISTRICT
100 W. OGLETHORPE AVENUE
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-3604

December 27, 2019
Regulatory Division
SAS-2018-00976

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE
Savannah District/State of Georgia

The Savannah District has received an application for a Department of the Army
Permit, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344), as follows:
Application Number: SAS-2018-00976
Applicant: Mr. Wren Blalock
Point Industrial, LLC
113B Houston Street
Savannah, Georgia 31401
Agent:

Mr. Brandon Wall
Sligh Environmental Consultants, Inc.
31 Park of Commerce Way, Suite 200B
Savannah, Georgia 31405

Location of Proposed Work: The project site is 102.22 acres located north of Jimmy
DeLoach Parkway, east of I-95, and west of Highway 21 in northern Chatham County,
Georgia (Latitude 32.1713, Longitude -81.1881). This project’s aquatic resources are
connected directly to St. Augustine Creek.
Description of Work Subject to the Jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
The permittee is proposing to expand an industrial warehouse facility known as
Portside. On the northeast corner of Expansion Boulevard and Pinder Point Road, a
gravel laydown area will be installed to provide storage for equipment, cargo, and
supplies. The remainder of the site will be developed for additional warehousing space.
On the east side of the large on-site pond, north of Pinder Point Road, a 140,000 sf
warehouse will be constructed. On the south side of Pinder Point Road, two larger
warehouses (351,000 sf and 200,000 sf) will be constructed. The project will add a total
of 691,000 sf of warehouse space. Additional supporting facilities such as employee
parking, truck loading/unloading area, and truck access will also be constructed. Two of
the existing residences on-site will be retained and remodeled for office space. The
high-quality wetlands adjacent to St. Augustine Creek will be avoided by the
development. Additionally, several other depressional wetland pockets will also be

avoided. The forested wetland and pond area south of Pinder Point Road are
unavoidable and will be impacted by the construction of the two larger warehouses.
In all, the site plan will impact 6.78 acres of forested wetland and 1 .17 acres of manmade pond while avoiding 22.11 acres of wetland and 9.00 acres or pond. As
proposed, the permittee would purchase a total of 40.72 wetland mitigation credits from
either AA Shaw Mitigation Bank or Phinizy Swamp II Mitigation Bank as these are the
two primary service area banks in the Lower Savannah watershed.
BACKGROUND
This Joint Public Notice announces a request for authorizations from both the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and the State of Georgia. The applicant's proposed work may
also require local governmental approval. The site received one delineation verification
for 49.43 acres of the site on December 11, 2019 and the remainder of the project is
being reviewed for a delineation verification with this permit application.
STATE OF GEORGIA
Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection Division will review the proposed project for Water Quality
Certification, in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.
Prior to issuance of a Department of the Army Permit for a project located in, on, or
adjacent to the waters of the State of Georgia, review for Water Quality Certification is
required. A reasonable period of time, which shall not exceed one year, is established
under the Clean Water Act for the State to act on a request for Water Quality
Certification, after which, issuance of such a Department of the Army Permit may
proceed.
State-owned Property and Resources: The applicant may also require assent from
the State of Georgia, which may be in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or
other appropriate instrument.
Georgia Coastal Management Program: Prior to the Savannah District Corps of
Engineers making a final permit decision on this application, the project must be
certified by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Resources Division,
to be consistent with applicable provisions of the State of Georgia Coastal Management
Program (15 CFR 930). Anyone wishing to comment on Coastal Management Program
certification of this project should submit comments in writing within 30 days of the date
of this notice to the Federal Consistency Coordinator, Ecological Services Section,
Coastal Resources Division, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, One
Conservation Way, Brunswick, Georgia 31523-8600 (Telephone 912-264-7218).

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
The Savannah District must consider the purpose and the impacts of the applicant's
proposed work, prior to a decision on issuance of a Department of the Army Permit.
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Cultural Resources Assessment: The project site contains existing residential areas,
forested upland, forested and non-forested wetland, riverine wetland, and open water
pond. Much of the site has been previously developed for residential use or as part of a
transmission line right-of-way. An online database search of the National Register of
Historic Places concluded that there are no sites listed on the register within one mile of
the project area. A search of the Georgia's Natural, Archeological, and Historic
Resources (GNAHR) GIS database concluded that the closest inventoried structure is a
pony truss bridge over St. Augustine Creek at Old Highway 21 approximately 275 feet
east of the site. The GNAHR GIS site does not give an eligibility status of the structure,
but the site is separated from the project area by an elevated active railroad and a
cleared/maintained transmission line right-of-way. Presently unknown archaeological,
scientific, prehistorical, or historical data may be located at the site and could be
affected by the proposed work. A cultural resource assessment was received from the
applicant and is currently under review by the Corps.
Endangered Species: Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we request information from the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Department of
Commerce, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the National
Marine Fisheries Service; or, any other interested party, on whether any species listed
or proposed for listing may be present in the area.
Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity
on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection
and utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable
detriments. All factors, which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and
wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion
and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership
and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.
Consideration of Public Comments: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting
comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native
American Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny
a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental
3

Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.
Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: The proposed activity involves the
discharge of dredged or fill material into the waters of the United States. The Savannah
District's evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest will include
application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, under the authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.
Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application for a
Department of the Army Permit. Requests for public hearings shall state, with
particularity, the reasons for requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold
a public hearing is at the discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee,
based on the need for additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the
proposed project.
Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on this application for a Department
of the Army Permit should submit comments by email to Ms. Sarah F. Spatzer at
sarah.f.spatzer@usace.army.mil. Alternatively, comments may be sent in writing to the
Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah District, Attention:
Ms. Sarah F. Spatzer, 100 West Oglethorpe Avenue Savannah, Georgia 31401-3604,
no later than 30 days from the date of this notice. Please refer to the applicant's name
and the application number in your comments.
If you have any further questions concerning this matter, please contact
Ms. Sarah F. Spatzer, Regulatory Specialist, Coastal Branch at 912-652-5048 or at
sarah.f.spatzer@usace.army.mil.

Enclosures
1. Project Drawings and Maps
2. December 11, 2019 Verification Letter
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, SAVANNAH DISTRICT
100 W. OGLETHORPE AVENUE
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31401-3604

December 11, 2019
Regulatory Division
SAS-2018-00976

Mr. Wrenn Blalock
Northpoint Industrial, LLC
113B Houston Street
Savannah, Georgia 31401
Dear Mr. Blalock:
I refer to the request received on December 09, 2019, requesting a delineation
verification for a 49.43 acre site, located on Pinder Point Road, in the city of Port
Wentworth, Chatham County, Port Wentworth, Chatham County, Georgia
(Latitude 32.1702, Longitude -81.1896). This project has been assigned number
SAS-2018-00976 and it is important that you refer to this number in all communication
concerning this matter.
The enclosed survey entitled, “WETLAND DELINEATION, LOTS 1 &2, MINOR
SUBDIVISION PLAT OF WEST PARK COUNTRY CLUB”, Sheets 1 through 10, dated
March 22, 2019, and signed by Registered Land Surveyor, Mr. Joseph A Hale, Jr.,
identifies the delineated limits of all aquatic resources located within the 49.43 acre site.
The wetlands were delineated in accordance with criteria contained in the 1987 "Corps
of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual,” as amended by the most recent regional
supplements to the manual. This delineation will remain valid for a period of 5-years
unless new information warrants revision prior to that date.
If you intend to sell property that is part of a project that requires Department of the
Army Authorization, it may be subject to the Interstate Land Sales Full Disclosure Act.
The Property Report required by Housing and Urban Development Regulation must
state whether, or not a permit for the development has been applied for, issued or
denied by the Corps (Part 320.3(h) of Title 33 of the CFR).
This communication does not convey any property rights, either in real estate or
material, or any exclusive privileges. It does not authorize any injury to property,
invasion of rights, or any infringement of federal, state or local laws, or regulations. It
does not obviate your requirement to obtain state or local assent required by law for the
development of this property. If the information you have submitted, and on which the
Corps has based its determination is later found to be in error, this decision may be
revoked.
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Thank you in advance for completing our on-line Customer Survey Form located at
http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=regulatory_survey. We value your
comments and appreciate your taking the time to complete a survey each time you have
interaction with our office.
If you have any questions, please contact me at 912-652-5048 or
sarah.f.spatzer@usace.army.mil.
Sincerely,

Sarah F. Spatzer
Regulatory Specialist, Coastal Branch
Copy Furnished: Mr. Brandon Wall, Sligh Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Enclosures

